January 18, 1895

Ways fo
of b und h

eng

cot Cultur;ghler- in a con?munity after the introduction
ages in it b tisa bless'mg r.1ot only to the person who
1°Ven1y ) » but also .to 'hns nelghbors..
and the curseg“;ulture' is lmpo.ssxble with the sugar beet,
If there is op ° f‘\merlcan agriculture is its slovenliness.
ANother ¢ isehthlng our farmers need to learn more tha}n
favor of an ind,Ow to f‘%rm- Another great argument in
wil] give to A lgef’OUs mc!ustry is the stimulas which it
arm pfodUCtsmerlcan agriculture. The marke.ts for our
arm P"Oductsare now vverstocked and the prices of our
Pointeq out, th are _phe“Or.nenally low. As I have often
ductg as a s’o € nation which exports its agricultural pro-
Perizeq. It Surce of l‘evet}ue must eventually become pau-
The only 3 r_ends out of its boundaries blood and marrow.
ed are Sangr m‘flt“ral products which can safely be export-
digengyg bsu«; 0‘! and cotton. The establi-hment of an in-
i gar industry would rend it unnecessary to send
Products away from home in order to get

rket, , lary EULSugsr. We would have a larger home
8oing OUtSidegtr ome consumption and less necessity for
9,000 in oldo purchase. The mere fact that over $100,-
Price of suga would be kept at home annually, in the
When YOuidl;ialone.' is a matter of no mean importance.
Idustrieg o 0 this the stimulus to agriculture and other
'ndush.y W\Zhllcclh the establishment of an indigenous sugar
uld give, we see an advantage to American

agricy]
t . .
ure which is almost incalculable.

LAND TAXES.

few d
sold ays ago the authorities of the city of Toronto

a la
'8¢ number of building lots at public auction for

THE CANADIAN MANUFACTURER. 67

non-payment of taxes, many of them not bringing enough
to pay the charges against them. These lots were all lo-
cated in extreme east and west ends of the city, but within
the corporate limits. They all front upon streets that have
been opened, some of them paved ; all of them supplied
with gas and water mains, all lighted at the expense of the
city, and all within the limits of police and fire protection.
Mr. R.W. Prittie, a large real estate owner, has written
a letter to The Globe regarding the matter, and criticizes
the conditions that make such events possible. He tells
us that on many of these lots the assessment amouts to $1
per foot per year, or as it is divided up, $350 per acre, and
that the land is only worth from $50 to $75 per acre for
farming purposes, and that as building lots they will not be
wanted for the next ten years. He thinks that the city
should exclude these lots from city assessment, and place
a farm land assessment on them until they are built upon.
Productive wealth, wherever found, Mr. Prittie tells us,
should be assessed and taxed according to its ability to
earn for the purpose of civic requirements, and we should
cease taking imaginary values in vacant lots beyond farm
values ; that property should pay a rate on only its produc-
tive value ; that a house should not pay taxes when unoc-
cupied, and that it is inequitable, when a house is vacant
through no fault of the owner, that he should be called
upon to pay taxes on it or on the land it occupies.
Undoubtedly one of the greatest curses Toronto is now
suffering from is the system by which immense fields of
land immediately adjoining the city were laid off into street
and building lots, and made to become parts of the city.
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