THE CATHOLIC REGISBTER.

PAPAL TERRITORY,

Rome (he Meat Raltadlo Moame of ihe Pape,

Onco more the mighty quostion,
+ Ought the Fope to bo temporal sove-
reigu of Rome ' not only agitates all
Italy, but forces itself cn tho attontion
of the Old World and she New. It
muat bo consilered & mighty auestion,
because it intimately concerna tho two
hundre? and twenty nullions of humnti
beings who revero in tho Bishop of
Rome the Vicar of Chriat, and look u
to him as their divinely appoint
teachier and gutdo 1u all things epirit.
ual. A quostton which so nearly
touches thoir ecnvictions and their
conscloncea as the perfect indepondenoce
and frcodom of the ilcad of tho Church
in tho fulfilment of his high office as
Bisliop of Romo and pastor of Chirist's
entiro flock muet, by its very nature,
agitate the whole Catholic world, the
whole civilized world, in fact, so long
ag it is loft undecided,

Thoro are two very distinat aspoots
of this Roman question. Tho first ig,
* Should the Pope, being what ho as.
sumes to be, and what his immense
flock beliovo bima to be—the Vicar of
Christ on eacth, the supreme visible
Head of the Christian Ohurch—be
made, for the free digchargo of the
mission imposed on him, aubsolutely
independent of the sway, the domina.
tion, and dictation of any one sove
reign or. people?' And, secondly,
since he is, and has beon so long
acknowledged to be, the Rishop of
Rome, * 8hould the Pope not enjoy
this abeolute freedom and indepen.
dence in Rome itself 2

Catholics maintaio in substance that |
the head of the Church shonld, in the
present as in the past, be in posses.
sion of a territorial sovereignty placed
underthoprotectionofinternationaltlaw
with its xights and limits guoranteed
by the nations of both hemispheres.

Looking at this side of the queation
as two hundred and twenty willions of
Catholics look at it, and viewing the
dependent and precarious situation im-
posed on the Pope by Lis not being a
territorial sovereign, or by his being,
as-was Pius IX,, and as is Leo XIIL,,
a mere nominal sovereign, or rather
a prisoner in the Vatican, it is manifest
that zuch a position of dependence is
repugnant to the idea of the Pope’s
cffice asruler of the Universal Church.

The Pope, es Christ’s Vicar and
Pastor of ths whole Flock, belongs to
all humanity. As Pope, the Bishop
of Rowe, belongs to no one nation ; he
is the minister and servant of all. His
mission, divine, universa!, perpetual
and unfailing, embraces all peoples
angd all time. The spiritnal authority
which bo wields is and ought surely to
be superior to the rovolutions and
contingenciocs of civilstates and govern-

_ments. His ministrations are superior
in their object and nature to those of
all earthly societies. Being in favor
of all mankind, and ordained by God
as guch, all nations, rulérs and govern.
ments hould encourage, protect, pro-
mate, these mintatration and labors.

1t should be the supreme interest of
all mankind, of all, at ledst, who be.
liesve in the divine mission of the
Church and the authority of her visible
head, to remove all obsiacles to that
misgion, to render these ministrations
and thoe exerciss of that anthority ab.-
solutely free.

Iniernational Iaw, doring a period
of twelve handred years, Lead saco.
tioned an ardangement by which the
Bishop of Rome, beld to be the com.
mon vparent of the entiro Christian
family, was given i his Episcopat
eity. a territorial sovereignty which
mede lim independent of any ozne
people or power. Catholio nations,
like indivadual Catholice, were greatly
joaious, durivg the middle ages, as
thoy aro jealous at this dsy, of any
interferonco with the freedom of the
Bishops of Rome in governing the
Chuarsh Universsl. Nations and in.

dividuals had then A right, as they

hiave now, as thoy must ever have, lo
sco that the Popo was fres in his own
city, and havo it wanifost to the eyes
of tito wnolo world that ho was per-
footly freo. Thoro must bo no super-
for authority in Rome which the o
and his coungellors have to coasuly,
to yiold and defor to before lssuing
instructions destined for tho entire
Churels, boforo laying down tho law
of lifu and smorality fo¢ Catholies whon
orror is abroad and corruption is over-
flowing evory f{loodgate, Tho civil
principality of tho Popas muat be »
poutralized principality, when nono
may mako war aud which should ever
bo at poaco with all; becauso the di-
vino misslon of tho Churoh and her
Pontiffs is a mission to souls which
neitlier war nor postilenco should ever
interrupt, trammel, or delay.

Evezry Christian eE)eopla haa a right
50 know und to feel that its relalions
with tho Holy Bce aro not influenced
by tho interferenco or dictation of &
hostile, an unfriendly, or even a friend
!{ nation. The moment, for instance,
that our government at Washington
bad good reason to beliove that the
ministors of King Umberton in tho
Quirinal were excreising on Jeo XIIL
or his Scoretary of State, or his Pro.
feot of tho Propagands, a wressure in
anLy way hostilo or adverso to our
oountry or ils interests, it would be
brought homo to American Protest
ants why tho Popo should bs free,
indepondent, soverelgn in Rome, and
mastor in his own liouse.

Daring the last fow years—espocial
Iy since Lieo XIII, inaugurated his
new and liberal polioy in Franca—tho
influgnce of the Roman Pontiffs in
Europeanaflairg, andtheirinterforence,
at & critical hour, with tha interior
Eo\icy of o greay country like France,

avo been passionstely discussed by
the public press in evory ocivilized
country. In this diseussion both
Oathiolic and non Catholic writers
bave, with a fow exceptions, antircly
ignored or lost sight of the grounds
for such interference, and the lofty
principles guiding the the nction of
the Pontiffs, so often sclsmnly asserted
and oxplained by Leo XHI, himeelf
long before the memorable discourse
of Cardinal Lavigerie, proclaiming the
new policy recommended by tha Vati.
can to the Catholics of France.

Whenever, in any Catholio country,
it happons that the mejority of the
Catholic citizens or their leaders con
traot suck an alliance with one or the
other dominant parties in that coun-

-fry a8 to throaten the most sacred

interests of religion or to imperil tho
independence, the very existence, of
the npation itsclf, it becomes the
imperative duty of the Vieas: of Olirist
to interfere.

If such be the necessity for the

Popes, of the freedom which can alone-

spring from torsitorirl sovereigaty,
when one considers the mediatorial
office of tho Head of the Church in
international complications, how much
more is that neeassity increased whon
there i question of the Pope's uninter-
rupted, essential, and most eacred
spiritual reladions with every portion

of his flock. and with the individual.

consciences which invoke hig aid?
Free intercourse with Romo was one
of the inviolablo privileges gusranteed
to all peoples and to all individnala in
past ages, not only by the universel
consent of nation’, but by the express
and solumn dispositions of the Ponti-
fical Deorces. Feudal despotism often
interposed barriers and obstacles to
this free communication witk Rome.
But the Popes fought energetically
and consistently for their freedom of
intercourse. Nor, whatever prejudice
may have said and writlen to the
contrary, were their motives inconsis.
tent with the bighest spiritual interests
of the faithful flock.

Ro title xmong those of the poten-
taies and governments of Europe eould
bo compared in antiguity and univer-
sally admitted righteousness to that of

pared to a civil principality
from tho middle of the esghth century |

the pontilf kings., The torritory thas
guaraniced to them by the gratitude
and tho voverence of pooples and
princoa was the pledge and security of
thelr indepondenco of all foroign domi.
wation or dictation. That terrilorial
and sovereign independence meant for
the common Father of Christendor—
a8 hio was regasdod during all these
centuries—absolute freedom in the
disoliargo of his ministerial office,
Fow peoplos can olaim that thoy
waro the firal to Lold what coustitutes
thicir national domuin, and they did
not dls;l)ossen some prior ocou%ant.
So it is 1n the Old World, tha right of
conquest, or superior might, is the
title decd on which they hold their
Lirthright. The foudalism on which
was built the whole of tho Christen.
dom of our Fathors owed its birth,
;\;mwtb, and long reign to the sword.
Vhatover it ctme, in thio course of

- af agos, to boaat of In civilization,

refinemont, axd morality, was due to
tbo religion of Christ and the benefl.
oont influence of its ministers,

As to the Pepacy and tho Papal
Btates, they can fairly chalidoge the
attention of the historiun, the jurist
to the logilimacy of their ocigin and
long sdmitted validity of thelr righta,
More than one Prolestant weiter has
trinmphantly vindicated the right ot
the Popes to the States of the Church
a8 wel;ll to the gratitude of all Christian

ples.

As the empire fell into dissolution,
the Papacy became. roore and more
the great conservative and creative
power, Wilness tho sclion of 8t.
Grogory the Great 3590-604). He
was the living Pravidence of Italy,
tho trud Father of all Christendom,

the Apostle of England and Germeny,

and thoe Saviour of Spain from the
terriblo oppression of ths Arian Visi.
gothy. Read his vast correspondence,
and you will be convinced that-God
never bestowed on the nations’ an
institution wore powerfully and peace-
fully boneficent than the Papscy, It
was to save and %0 tuale in
Yapaoy, the foster-parent of Christen-
dom and of tbe civilization which
began to flourish smid the ruins of
t.e Roman Empire, that Popin and
Charluagno sent theid armies into
Italy and won for the Popes that
eivil principhlity which secured at
ouce both their independence =s
Bishopa of Rome and their freedom in
the exercise of their pastorate ss
Vicars of Christ. )
Compars with the riz2 and growth
of this peaceful soverignty of the
Bishops of Rome the vnigin of all, or
nearly all, the Ktstes of Amarica,
North and South. * Beginning either
in sheer violence, the brute force of
the stronger, or in fiésudaolent com.
pacts with the natives, tever honestly
kept, if ever intended, to be so kept,
time alone hn3s runoclioned -our pos-
session of the Jand. But thelength
of this possession, which might ton-
stitute & propriatorship by prescription
—~what is it in comparison to the pre-
seriptive right of the Papaoy over the
Patrimony of the Church ? American
nationalties are as of ycsterday, com-
daiing

of our era—and whose upiversally
acknowledged titles were the very
centre of intersational jurisprudsnce
and Uhristian order.

This liberty at bottom s the very-

ssme csuse for which Leo XIII. is

contending at this moment. Bus here

comes in the supposition that the right
of the Popes.tg any kind of territoriel
sovereignty hiss been set aside ones
and forever by the establishment of

the preaent Kingdom of italy, and by

ils recognition by all the powera.
Certain it in-that the civil principslity.
of the Pope has not besa in the past
detrimental to the prosperity, the
greatness and tha glory of Italy. -No

‘lesg cortain is that the policy of the

Pontiffs, century after century, tendod
fo foater the best interests of Ttaly, to

ealablish, promotoe, aud Jofend its inde-
ndénce ayainat foreign dominalies.
nditis ec&tially cortafn that Leo X1IL.,
liko Pius IX. and Dios VL., has ever
been In favor of a confederated Italy.

The Neo Guelph pasty had plsaned
for Italy ncither & contralired mon.
archy nor a centralized domoorgoy,
but the perfected deal of the Lombard
Losguo of Iroo States—a: confeders:
tion like cur own, in which all the
power and influonco of the Iapac
would be used to secure the fudepend.
ouce of the country agaiust forelgn
domination, to prumoté and davelo
its internal proapority, and to keep it
at peaco with all nations, This form
of 1taliny unity is the very tbinﬁ which
Leo XU, alluded to, as to his own
chorished ideal, in $ho much-talked-of
lattor to Cardinal Rampolla, detailing
his plan of conciliation with the Italian
Govarnment.

¢ It iy usually put forward as an
objootion,” tho Pops writes, * that in
order to restoro tho Pontifical Sover-
eignty, llaly must must give up the
great ndvantages sho has already
obleined ; that no acoount must be
had of modern progress, and that Italy
must go hack to the Middle Ages.

«* But theso ave reasons wbhich have
no real weight,

* What 1s the advantage, true and
substantinl, to which the Pontifical
Bovereignty would be opposed ? It is
most oeriain that the cities and terri-
tories formerly subject to the Civil
Sovereigaty of the Popes have ever
been, in their charscler and msanners,
most - distinotively Italian, and they
have been preserved so, and kept from
oftentinies falling beneath a foroign
yoke, by the very fuctof {hwir belong-
ing to the Popes. Nor could it be
‘btherwise to-dsy, For if, by reason of
its lofty, universsl, and perpetual
.mission, the Pa&aoy belongs to all
nations, on the other hand, because of
the scat hero assigned it by Pruvi-
dence, it is in a spacial manner one of
vhe glories of Ituly.

« Should such a restoration injure
tho tneness of the politicsl stale, we
should, without entering on considera-
tions touching the intrinsio morit of

"the case, and by simply plasing our-

selves on the standpoint of our ad-
vergaries, agk them whetlier or no this
condition of unity conatitutes, in itself,
for nations a good so .absolule-that
without it thoy can neither aitsin to
prosperity nor greafness? Orisit a
good of go tranacendent a nature that
it muat be prefetred to any other ?

¢ We are answered in this by the
fact that there exist most prosperous,

wérful, and glorious nations who
JYiave not, ahd naver bave had, the king
of anity put. forward here. Then na-
tiorsl reason furnishes a further an-
swer, tliat in the conflict of protensions
it must give the preference to ihe
righis of justics, which is-the founda-
tion of the bappiness and atability of
the Biates, wnd this proference must
be still. moré empbasized when justice
is insoparabiy conjoined with thio bigh-
ost interest of religion and of the uni-
versal charch. In ‘prosence of this
reacon no hesitationis possible.” (Acia
Sanoctre Sedis, Vol. xx.)

Of course tho reaspng which most
_powerfally militate in favor of the re-
‘storation to the Pope of -his territorial
sovereignty, plead with egual force in
favor of making Bome the sext of that
soverzignty. Diplomatists, poiiticians,
-sovereigns even may talk of giving the

Sovereign Pontiff a slice of territory in
the Tyrol, soms island in the Mediter-
ranean-or the Atlantis. Bat all zach
expedients. ave but wretched shifis.
Ne. civilized aation in our times is
willing <o part forever with 4 sivgle
oot of its'soil, even to secura .2 home
for the Pope. And no matler whers
the nativns of both Lemispheres might

to create s civil principality for
him ; 10 ¢ neutralize” it, aud take it
—under protection of internationsl law,
would this changeable sgency we call
diploicacy, or international law agsd



