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lieok et him in maniy liglîts. ie la a toiling,
"'kardi-ivorkirig creature. Hie la an anxiotis,
-Mreworn creature. 1e is axwcmry, sorrowful,
reqtîcess creature. *But 'for tha Redamer's
purpose, the cliaracteristie n-tIt; eurniountcd
and included and 1aavened and~ rn ithrougli
.u2. the rest, was,.that lie is a lost creature.

Yet, brethireii, wa ra lest! Anitiwliat widle
eneaniag, %hat unutterabla 8adness, are -In
the word,-lost'! What pictures are *called
up befure our axiad' eyeby that word, that
tells us ivliat wra are by mature!

We tliok of the poor *wmylfarer in the
--m-Ildy desert, who bas -strayed 'fr-om -bis patti.
lie bas lost ail *count of the .Iaadmarks; hae
has hurried {fcverisiiiy -hithier and thither,
thiakiiug heIiad caught-some élue; his bood
fecls like liquid'fire, has braia is la a bawil-
-dered whirb; ad now, parchied, ,fainting des-
pairing, lie siîîks down on-the hot ground-to
dia!1 -Thlat man'is lest !

We thick of the gallant -ship ploughiag
ber way across the Atlanti,-a fioating

..,palace, a detaclied saniple of ai the science
-ted refiriement caid mighit of -the land, far
,uipon thc ean; -ire thiak of lier, in tIe dcciv-
ing fog, steered at lier full speed upon the
-huge iceberg: then the sudden shock, the
wýiid desp)air of most, the desperate efforts of

-ume the sudden partings, the wvild horrible
huirry ad, confusion, the watcr rising foot by
-ifoot, and theri, when the vessel made the last
uickenirig plungeanmd vcnt down, that final
ftrig-htful cry ot- perishing hundreds, wbich
was once described as having baca heard on
the shiore eight miles off, like a bigli, falat, l
prolonged 'wmil, like the fÏaintest unurmur of
tn .A£oliari harp. -They tell us that ikat
,ound curdlad the blood of those wbo beard
iÉ. Yet ail this borror we cari crowd into the
commonplaoe stateunant, that tlrct slip was

.Then We think jagain. of soure guilcless
youth, bzought up in a pious home far la the
,quiet country,. who must go out nit leagth,
like a bird froin thle iiest, ta stand on hie,
own responsibility, anid push bis way la hife
far from a fatlier's and a mother'8 came. We
think of him, (ah! have wve net kaowri of
hlm ) falling from bis early truth and intg
xity, beginiing by petty jilferîng8, gamning
gra'dualy ia hardihood, tiUl some day thae
tidinga reacli the cottage far awmy tbathei, tha
dever boy at the parish-achool, the lad who
*as te niake bis parents iridependant le thair
old days,-that;h li as flad frein justice te
£ome distant country, -where le niay join
himsef te desperadees, limef as desperata;
-and the hecart-broken fathar and mothar
meyer hold ulp their heads again. Aîîd all
the peighbors whe kaaw hlm, now look sor-
towful whan his name la meintioned; and
bvery ona whlo bas a haart. aver afterwards
spcaks the more respectfully and kindly te
the poor allant old couple, %whose dariigboy
le se sadly lo.ut! IlSe 1 lest lier,'>* wrote the
kindly geunius, -as bie told the stery of bis 1

pnrting ia childhood Tromn the mother whoi
lie saw nco more. "t as in the fever we
lost hlm, and then ive lost heart," said the
poor starving widow ia lier bare garret, wheiz
shie totd a humaxie visitor hnw lier husband
died, and she and lier chiidren suik. always
lower iii sorrow and wvant. I have lest a
dny," said the Romian emperor, when lie re-
nîembered how on that day haeliad done ne
good. "Thl'at manx is lost," we say of one
who .Is lilacediin. circuinstaîîces in wiech hiii
powers, of body or of aîind, are turned to ne
useful account. Lt would be easy to rua rip
the induction of instances in %vlîich Nve use
tiuis word to corivey a vivid nleaning-a
meaning, for the iwost part, more or less sad.
We-have mentioned these tlîat vre may say
that ia ali these senses, and many sinlllr
ailes, Maui is sîîiritually lost.

Yes, brethren, sucli is our natural 8tate.
No doubt our spiritual condition niay ha put
in various ways. We are guilty créatures.
we arc depraved'creaturýes; wc are coiidemn-
ed ceatures: la ail these fashions, and more
you may truly anid justly describe our spiri-
tual state, and express those things about us

*whrich niake us so greatly ia rieed of a, par
ia Christ's great salvatiori. But îirobabiy
there is no single word wl'îch you could arn-
ploy which. gives se complete and comrpre-
hensive a description of mani as lie 18 by
nature, as to say that he le lost. AII* errer
froni the right way, ail distance from our
R:eavenly Fathaer's liuse, ail destitution and
danger and impossibility of returnanmd im-
nuerice of final ruia, are eorivayed ln tliat
oneuword,-Iost! Trace that word's uneaning
out iruto its various shadas and ramifications,
and you will find it iniplies, as iio other can.
all that wve are, al! that unakes our need of
the Saviour,-His sacrifice, I-lis Spirit, [ils
intercession. We are lest as the wayfarar is
lost because we have gone away froc- our
Father's bouse, and wa are iadrn 'L4
wilderness,-ia a wilderness where there is
no supply for our soul's greatest needs, where
we are surroundcd with, i)enls, and svheace
we ean of ourselves fiad no way te return.
We are lest, as the grat ship la list, for 'we
have made sliipwrcck of our best ivterests;
and «wa drive, withoùt a helm, over the ctrack-
lass sea. of 111e; and, away from, ýeýus, we,
know ne liavcn fer whielx te steer. Wa are
lest, like the guilty child that byreckless sin
bas brokaen is father's beart; for, evil by
nature, and verse by daily temptation and
transgression, we are left to oursel'es, loqt toý
holiaess, to happiness, to heaven, to God-
%Ve have leat our birthright, leat our Frîtier,
lost our home, lost our vay, lost o?,r hope,
our time, our souls! And whnt loss there la
ia our nnmprovcd and unsanctified powars
and facultes! How these souls are lest, inx
thiq sanse that so bittile iade of what vras.
nicant for rio mmicl: bast as the untibled field
is lest; as the flower whieh ne mani seus le.
lest; as the bouse bult and tixen lcft empty


