
À NOVEL LAW SUIT. 9

long in the orte direction to warrant the hope that Jt znight
suddenly change at the sound of the voice of une crying
in the wfidernesp. Onie suggestion, however, might he re-
corded in the spirit of hope that ir rnight yet be taken up
and brouglit to the rescue. lIn the language of the Courts,
"The Legislature van easily say so." Ini other words the

reniedy is in the bands of the Legisiature. With1in the pasz
few years there ha& been introduced into the practice in the
Ontario Courts what lias become conunonly known as the
"laffidavits of rnerits," though not so des-gnated -in se. rany
words in the rules. The effect of the provision under which
this afldavit is required is, briefly, that in certain classes of
actions the defendant is flot entitled to defeiid, and judg-
ment xnay go against him, without the taking of any evi-
dence, unless lie aays in writing Linder oath that he lias a
good defence andi discloses in like rnanner the nature of
that defence. This practice has resulted in the saving of
much idie and wostly litigation andi has served its*purpose
without any resulting hardship. Could not an aixalogous
provision be adcled to the Statute of Frauds requiring the
defendant to deny under oath, either in affidavit or other-
wvise, the facts set up by the plaintiff, or deny in p>artial
degree and to as umfcient extent to be an answer in 18W to
the pl&intilf's clain, belore being aflowed to set up the
Statute of Frauds as a bar to the ac~tion? This would be
no hardship to an honest defendant, and would prevent
many a dishonest defendant froni setting up, as a shield
against the paymeent of honest obligations, a Statute itself
designed to prevent fraud.
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The Suprerne Court of the United States is, we are told,
to be asked to determine whether the Bible can be legally
exci. ded froni the public schools of tbpt country. lIt is
said that pruminezit men in the veriotis Presbyterian
Churches are headinig a movement to bring a test cage
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