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the latter, and %vho, oving to the skill and boldness with which hie
was deferided by Sir A. Cockburn, was acquitted on the ground of
homicidal mania, or partial insanity. The jury were told by Chief
justice Tindal (and his two associate judges) that they must be

I. satisfied tliat at the time the act %vas commîtted, the prisoner
knewv that it wvas a %vicked and wrong thing that he had done, or

that hie wvas flot sensible at the time hie committed the act that it
%vas contrarv to the laws of God and man."

The acquittai of MlacNauyh ten aroused grcat public alarm and
excitement. The Tzmcs inserted some lines by the poet Campbell,
ini which the wvriter. arnongst other things, said that the people of
England %vere "at the wvill of the merciless mnan," and

The Insane-
They're a privileged class, wvhom no statute controls,
And their murderous charter exists in their souls

Do thcv wvish to spi!l blood ?
They have on ly to play a fewv pranks

For crime is no crime \%-len the mind is unsound."

At the head of those who \igorous1y urged that the insane

oughit to be subject to punishment if the%- broke the lav \vas "an
Archibishop, wvho publislied a pamphlet, in wlich he argucd that
-ou whip a dog if lie steals, thou-h others are not deterred bv hiskpunislhment, and sought literailvý to treat insane men i the saine

way, as dogs in this respect I>itt- Lewis, pp. iS, 209.
Th'le matter %vas brou-lit before the Ilouse of Lords whec con-

f sider-able discussion took, place, and the Lawý. Lords wvho took part
in it differed iii their opinions about the result of the case. Ini
consequence of this the flou.se of Lords " surnmoned ail the judges
andi put to thern ani rlaborate serics of qucstions as to the criminal
respnnsibility of a person w~ho is alleged to have been insane when
a crirninal act with wnich lie is charged xvas committed," andi as a

,cutthe following canon wvas laid downi thpt no act is a crime if
the party comiiting it is at the tirne of its commission labouring
under such a clefect of reason, froni disease of the mind, as flot to
itno\ the nature andI quality of the act lie \vas doing, or that if lie
tiid know it, lie did not knon, that hie \vas doing %vhat %vas %vrong,

Y' itt-L-ewiS, ppJ. 200, 211. Mr. justice ]yles tersely put the rule in
t'this %vay 'Did hie kîio\v' what hie wvas doing, and, if lie did, did hie
Sknow that lie wvas doing \vrong ?"


