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ir ber off. "And now," said Miss Betty Flint-" now that the counterpanic is my
1in own, I shall make it into a petticoat." The remark seemed uincalled for, and

t~must have filled the minds of those present in court with a vague feeling that
hayi* ý injustice had been done somehow and to somebody. But it is not unlikely that

nt disintere-ted partiep were pleased with the acquittai of the prisoner, because she
t tuwas evidently a woman of some personal attractions. Now, it is a principle of
and English popular law, even to this day, that a pretty -Oman can commit no
ou offence; or if she cax2, then that therc are always extenuating circumstaxices.

hese.ý These extenuating circumstances are usually a good figure, bright eycs, plump
ree, cheeks, a well-shaped nase, and satisfactory lips.
eby When women produce an cquaI effect on public opinion with men, we shall
-au probably find it laid down as a corollory to the principle above mentioned that a
for, handsome rnan cannot transgress the Iaw. The beauty of the race may then be

E'nd, expected to ilnprc -e very rapidly, for it is cleeàr that the ugly and law-abiding
reat part of the conim.unity will be at the mercy of the unrestrained Venus and
one Adonis; they wîi conseouently suifer severely in the battie of life, and probably
nfu- flot survive very long. It is already a noticeable fact that '.he handsoxne Latin
S te races are less law-abiding than the pudgy.faced Teutons. Perhap:s the explana-
s of tion is ta be fiund in the cannection between good looks and inability to ct--n-
ýeks mit crime in the eyes of so-called administrators of the law.
nsel A second pririciple of popular law is that if a man has been nearly convicted

~o. of a crime he ought ta be punished ta some extesst. In such cases moral r-~
Lrk 1 tainty ought ta override legal tec.hnicalities. Thus there is a sentence on
(ry; record of a western Judge which probably gav- genm=1 satisfaction at the time
)ne it wvas pronounced. A mnan was charged with forgery and a number of other
die offences, but the prosecution succeeded in establishing oniy the charge of for-
his gery. For this the J udge sentenced the prisoner ta. one year's isnprisanment ;

can ' but," lie added, " you are sentenced ta an adcý;Ltional faurteen years for general
[nal cussedness." Nothing could be more in accordance with popular notions of
Our justice.
.of Connected with thîs principle is the theary that when a. serious crime' has
)a been committed a. carrespanding punishrncnt ought ta be meted out ta someane
as or other, just as d:iring the siege of Paris by the Germans it is related that pea-

,or. pIe went about exclaiming that somebody ought ta get shot. There were lan.-
the periods when only buildings suifered, a-id though the French soldiers loudly pro-
Sto claimed that they were ready ta die for their country, somehow or other they
1 f fâiled ta do it. This gave an air of ur.reality to the siégé in its earlier etages-
ses it was not business, and it was flot war. It is the same ;-popular Iaw. Thus
te Borne English trarellers were once touring in Arabia, when they were set upon

ire by a band of robbers and deprived of their baggage. TIhey proceeded ta corn-
plain ta the local Cadi, wha pramised ta bring tise marauders ta o~.e When
the day came on which the Cadi was accustomed ta administer the law, the

ýne Englishmen were invited ta attend the court> and vicre accoiiiinodated witb
i i, - eats an what, for want of a better word,'may be called the bevch. Caifee was

1 à. 1ided roundi and evu-rything was doue ta make the Englishimen feel that they
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