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of things surrouoding hlmi, of which lie perhaps makes daily use
or could do so, and from which lie might lie able to derive enjoy-
ment if lie were able to understand, know or at least properly
observe them. So, there can lie no différence of opinion as to
the usefulness and necessity of Nature Study. But, regarding
the ways and means of it, there is as yet nô concurrence of opinion.
And it is the object of this paper to state some underlying principies
for Nature Study as the writer conceives it, whether it is carried
on professionally or in an amatuer-like manner, and whether tnuch
or littie turne can lie devoted to it.I

lu the first place, Nature Study must flot lie looked upon and
taken tmp as afad. Ours is emioently an age of fads. Faddism is
carrued into every brandi of human activity. If one takes up
Nature Study. or any other study, as a fad, as a passing wbim of
fashion, as an affectation of some people, lie or she thereby de-
bases sucli study, debauches the mind and intellect, and squanders
ttme and money No, it must be looked upon as a study. requiring
earnestnes of purpose, ail powers of mind and body while carried
on, devotion and application to, it, also, patience and resourceful-
ness. Whoever does flot want to undertake Nature Study in this
way, bad botter flnot begfin it at ail, or at lest flot caIl bis weak
dabling witb science and nature or bis more or less purposeless
rambles, Nature Study.

As is necessary ini most undertakings of men, a student of
nature must flot beigin bis work at random, in a purposeless and
over-sbiftisg way, but there must lie method and system in bis
work, lie this mucli or little. To attempt to carry on Nature
Study witbout this would le as foolish as trying to budld a bouse
wîthout plan or fixed idea. As a few most necessary principles
usdorlyisg the system and metbod of the study of nature, 1 would
sulirit these, vit.: Lùiialwa, ommaCeUioW~n, exadaness. and after
ail tbis, the making acoeum" to others of the resuits.

So, first, thero is LÙÎWilw., i. e. that a student cf nature, pro-
fossonal or other wise, confines himself to, certain limîtod areas of

is ïgat-oof objects oerd yn , » ur.Lfe is too short,I
oves for ose Who cen giyo ai bis tiu ta this, te take up ail the
fascinating problems that ask for solution in the ralm cf nature.
Se, if a lover of this study would plonge bimself into t beadlong,
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