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everything that Matthiew Arnold -writes is ivorth reading, if only for his incom-
p)arable style and for the ckevernoss with whichi ho manages an argument.
The tcrnis Barbarians, Philistines and Populace for the upper, Middle and
lowcr classes in Great Britain are of common occurrence in bis social articles;
sûi-e of our readers, bowcver, will bo ainused by rcading the description of
thcse classes takean fromn the svork iii whichi they first appeared (Culture and
Anarchy) :-cc AIl1 of us, so far as we are Barbarians, Philistines or Populace,
imagine happincss to consist ln doing wbat onc's ordinary self likes. The
graver self of the Barbai-ian likes honours anci consideration; bis more relaxed
self field-sports and pleasuro. The graver self of one kind of Philistine likes
business and money-making; bis more relaxed self, comfort and tea-meetings.
0f another kind of Philistine the graverself likes trades' unions;i the relaxed
self, deputations or liearing Mr-. Odger speak. Thle sterner self of the Populséie
likes brawling, hustliug and smasbing; tle lighter self, 1,eer." The term
Philistine bas a long pedigree, but came to Mr. Arnold imniediately from,
Carlyle. Mlurdstone, the roligious Philistine,and Quinion, the jocularare, of
course from Dickens's David Copperfield.

A most; inte2resting and suggestive article appeared in the ForinighUly .Review
(M~ay numbèr) upon Marcus Aurellus Antoninuis, from the pen of Mr-. Frederie
W. E Myers. WVe comîaend it to tlue attention of our rendors. Alter a short
account of Inter, as distinct from early Stoicism. preparatory to the account of
Mai-cus Aurelius -that follows, the writer- .ndicates bis views as to, the causes
that led to the triumph of Christianity throughout the Roman Empîr4. This be
regards not as an anomalous or an isolated phenomenon, but as a triumph along
the whole lino of a curront of tcndency which had coexisted oh.scurely 'with
the Staito religion, patriotismi amI philosophy, almost fi-oui the beginnings of
the city. Tho anonualy existcd, if anywherc, in the source from whicli the new
impulses came. ?lr. Myers' view is summed up in the words. ilThe intro-
duction of Clîristianity nt Roie Nvas the 'work not only of Peter and l'aul, but
of Virgil and Varrm." Thus la analysing the religious thought of Virgil, the
wrlter discovers thi-ce separate clements, his conêervatism which shows itself
in enforcing the traditional worships; the new fusion of the ivorship of Rome
with the worsbip of the Emperor; anad a Pythagorean creod, -ivhieh forrned
the dominant pro-occupation of tl'e poets lator life.

Ia bis two volumes on tle Reigu of William Rufus, Mr. E. A. Freeman
continues bis %vork- on the Norman Conquest. The period frora the accession
of William Rufus dowai to the overthrt)w of Robert of flellime by _Eing Henry
was tbe tinue in wbich %vas workod, out the problem of reconciling the Englirsh
nation to the Norman Conquest, of nationalizing, as Mi-. Freeman expresses it,
the Conqucat and the dynasty which the Conquest liad brought ia. In William
hirascîf we bave prcsented a man of great mental glîts and strong character,
cndowed .%,ith the power of imposing himsoif on others and commauding
obedience, but witbout the constancy of purpose needful to accomplish great
onds. Bis higb courage and occasional generosity wero ncarly allicd te axie
overwvecning self-confidence and pridc, -which made hlm careless of other
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