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THE SJIARPLESS.
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N'Viat is the Sharpiesa i A strawberry, of
course, every fruit-grower wvilI reply. But
what arc its claaracecristies and its relative
value among straw'berries9, both for home use
and inarkcet? Thîis can be det.ermincd for
the country nt large only by reports froin
those wlvio have trjcd it in different districts
and an dit, erent soils. Here is lîow it dces
%vitlî me on fuir loain at Owen Sound. Ftirst
it inust bc candidlv stated that -%hile it
stands tlit .çinter wcvll, the blossonis Socin
more casily killed by a late sprisig frost than
some of the coimnoner kinds. Its inost
notable feature is its Si7e. It is got up
entirely on a large scale-large plant, large
icaf, large fruit. N'o ma necd think ta grow
it on tho mattea row or broadenat principle;
the plants must cach have about two square
fect or more of garden area to spread their
root.s through, or ecisc only lialf-coloured,
poorfgavoured bernie, and vcry few of thern,
need be e-xpectcd; for the foliagce wiUl bave a
certain amount of sap, whcthcr enough is
leit, ta develop fruit buds and perfect the
bei-ries, or not Plantina rowis two feet apart,
or farthcr, and ane foot, apart in the row,

v Clip off thc runners and hoacldown the weeds,
and you will sec ýwhat Sharpless is. I have
it growing this year on light. poor land, bath
with and wit'hout a good nianure mulch
applied after plantixîg; also on the rich loai
on which iL, bas fruited, a.nd if iLs crop next
year on t.his light land only fulfils the
promise Of tâis yea's, giovcth, and as its
record on light land in other places gives me
rcason ta hope. I expect gaod satisfaction.
But %,vile its size and vigour of gmoith arc
a1l tbat oeil bc aiked, 1 caninot, szav as much
for its shape. The fact, is. zost large bei-ries
i-un a gi-caL deil to humps and crannies, and
the SharpIess is no exception to the rule.
YeL there is a ;Yinectical sirccp in the
ireglaritics of this bcniy that redecmns tLcm
frein, tic imliness and deformities of aler
large berines. There is nothing, as far as 1
bave scen, ta compare with te abrupt smnal
lumps ana furrows fùuxid in the Chcncy and
MiacFs Prolific. Thosc large Sharpless ber-
ries, that lie so heavilv on tbeir strair mulch,
so imprcssyou-cývcn whilcyou art noting their
ila&. co,:comb shape or other irregularities of
contour-with their roiindncss of tufiinc and
shiningru sxnoothness of surf=ce that, iL scarce]y
uteds thc further attraction of it.s rich, bright
crirason calour-the handsomcst in the gar-
dem-to induce a trial by te palate as wecll
as the tyr- Let us taLze this big felloir of1

over au ounce in ivcight, and îxoticing that
te hast spot of pink on te undcr side isjust

t!:rin'g into -qanlet, at %vlich stage iL is in
thre night condition for %hipping or cating;
let daylight into the centre '%çitit our or&gans
of maszication-tools that in tiis case wHIl
give eitire Stsaction. Observe, as you do
»a, that whilc thme berry is tiro incites ta timo
and a haif in di&mctcr, and thme outter edgcs of
t.he txagratecl coxcnb aire almost meeting
in a com.ploe ci-de,ý stili iunclosing te largei
greenu hull in thc centre yet it 13 neafly fiat
lîke a. éheoc, with a short diaincter of loerely
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an inch. Noiw smack yaur lips over te Fromn exporienco and reports of others, I
choicest moi-sel you are likoly ta find tilI vou think its crop will bc not less tItan about two-
pick te noxt Shai-pless, and as you îvill thirds tho bulk of \Vilsons in bills: ana if it
mako tiro bites of titis strawberry-what- la that, it ought ta pay botter. But that la a
exer you xnay do -vith a cherry--sco froin question for nmarket growers. There are noir
the rciaining half te fi-rn, solid quality of berrnes coiiing, that promise gi-caL tlîings;
the flesh, Nvlhîch, nevertlieless, your orgiats of nutably Bidwell and Miuichester, îvhich. elim
tastý inforin you is not at ail wanting iu ta be cqual or suporior ta Wilson and Cres-
juice. Mien flnishing, you will îîced no cent iu praductiveness, with ail the excel-
furtier invitation to go for Lte ncxt, and lences of Sharpless, Their promises xnay
give it the compa:îy of inany of its feilowvs. ba fulfilled, and 1 amn tes-ting theni. But
But stop'! White yet there is rooni, step aver they arc te birds in the bush. The Sharp-
hei-e La nmy WIson rows and sample Lite best less is in hand, and of ail tested varieties 1
specimens, as groîvu on the bili systein. Sec, regard iL aqfacileprinceps-witlhout a possible
bei-e ils one af the largest, about the size ai rival in iLs scason for home use, anci very
the mediumn or sinallcr i-un of Slîarplcss. prarnising for mnarket: but as it is raLlier late,
Sec, it is of the ricit (murky ?) dark crimsan, iL necds a foir plants of an eanlier sort ta
wvith mahogany-coloured sceds, w'hicb shows begin te season.
te stage of ripeness praised in te Wilson

by Pi-oi. Clar-ke and ater supporters ai titis OP.AMfENIXLG SOHOOL GRWL\ TDS.
aid mnarket fruit. "Yes, not so bad 1" you
say as your glance strays; ta te patch you JLt the Lwenty-scventh; annual incting, ln
have ]cft. But you,%vili try another, and help Rochester, of the Western Newr York Horti-
yourself Oli! This Lime you got, a Wilson cuIterai Society, te queîtion of ornaincnting
--- ýred but not ripe,".-just in condition for publie sehool -rounds %vas coasidcred at
marketing, as iL as so firn, and yau Lurin awvay ]en.-it tirbre an dsoate apeaance
witb a face suggestive of pickles. But hobd being considercd a reproach, resulting in ex-
on! You =r just stepping over a row af amples ai disorder and dcpravity La childi-en,
Crescent-that famous bei-iy for a near -wherens cuitivation of love for the beautiful
inanket. Sec %vlat a grand crop oi Jîandsamc, and ordenly enlarges and enriches the charac-
bilgbt, bernecs. You must kuair what they ter. Sehool yards are tao srnall; an acre is
tabte Jike; and help ycursebf, because I can%' none too large. Titrcc dollars emtpcnded for
tell fi-rn te colour whîch arc the ripes t ones. plants and seeds wvil, in pi-oper bands, coin-
Yes, that sent you, didn't it ? "Wilson or plctehy trahifoi ncgletted sehool grounds.
more so," did you say? iÇow, do't, bond right As the actual planters take te greatest inter-
for te Shai-pless again. Sec 'bore, 1 have a est lu what is planted, it mnay be wvisc ta
littlc pçtted strip of Triomphe de Giand, that appoint comuiittees fi-rn axuoag the boys for
%vili serve as a gauge of flavour. Sa yau are planting and caring for t 9c, and anong the
,willingr ta stay here awhile, Lhough you speak girls for flowersmalin, te Ieading mnbers
enviously cf Lthe superior size of the Sharp- fei xesponsibility lu Lthe premisms Any séhool
less. D)o you like these Triomphes bietter? tcachci- xay necive seeds fi-c for dccorating
You do, a littie. if you eau stand te nmuski- schoolyards by addressing James Viek, Rocb-
nebs. But Io' the supply i-uns ont. The ester, i%.'Y., or D. KL Ferry & Co., Detroit,
Triomphe is tac dainty ta gi-ai a large plant, Micit. A coihmittec af five 'was appointed
or bear heaviiy even Nvith petting. Try ta suggest plans fer fui-ter wvork in this
these 31lnes Prohifics ln passing. Grand dircction.-. Y. ffribtunc
crop ai large fruit, cli? Blut rather dark and
sait. What 1 insipid, dia you say ? I believe REÀYEW-IL 0F ANY OLD ORCHA4RD.
you-after tasting Ti-loaphes But bore is
te fumous Glendale! Just beginning to ripez, In tae wintcr of 1862 I rcnted a fa-m mcai-

.you observe, and a gi-cat bearer ai large, laLe Lockport, N.Y., that lmid been lcased for
bei-ries. Ti-y titis one, just red enough to pick- twenty-five year continnously, wli an -aId
for nmaul-lct--flrmn as WVilson,_you sec Did you orchard " on it ai fTi-an tira ta titi-e acres.
titi-ai iL aven thc fonce, ui asic for a cooling '"ho i-cal plight it iras lu woubd take pages ta
drink af vinecgar to seeten your mouth ? No! descibe. It looked as titough fruit 'would
But Ternemaber teo Glendale, bike Wilson, li be .carce, * off" or «'on " years. A number
net ripe fill its colour la quite dark, and it ai frees were sa neair dead te cmmer said 1
la therefore conunendcd ta the lovers of flCvê- cOuld s&ve ten. 1 beg-an ta trin trees
Wilson, ivhoae peculiar excellence it prolongs avery day 1 could bear thc cola in winter,
tiii very late in t scasoin, being thus truly and worke-d Overy boni- of spare Lime Lri-
,.P!ua'ble. A.nd you don'L esue ta try Windsor ming tintil Jul1Y. I sepd the li1 eai
Chic! anmd oUier nomr sorts beyond the Chai-les trunka ai t troc-s, mwith te hclp oi a hircd
Doîvnings 7 Well, call azain itou I have mnan sud t'WO smnahi boys, every time a ramn
moi-c and better specimens growing. 3_,can- wonld corne, so te aid bai-k and flh could
Lime 1 mnust go La iny pickcrsl for avhlreadiiY bc itctiovcd. In ile course of te

anmd ii caul foryou nt the Sha-pless patcit- scason 1 ploDughcl te ground five Lies in
an absence that 1 tlainl, fi-ou your lookcs, is that, orchard before te fruit began ta fali,
tce greatest favour 1 eau do you. anad dragged it as Lhoi-ongity lu proportion.
If te reader sltould glosu fi-oi tiis that I mnuiNd ncarby all of it once, wath fi-ou

1 tave a igh opinion of the Sharpless, ho Lira ta titi-c extra doses ut differemit tintes
will not mi&ç Lime fact. My omily doubt la as I aronnd te SiCUCJY trecs tiUl tiey were walced
to its relative productivems, which, isettlod Iimito life. The meult wvas: Titat fall, theo

.acuiby, mwili induce mte to sa-< iL out 1'beaing " ycar, 1 sold 208 barda for 63
fu-ter by t'hc acre, aud for te settling of cent$ Per barI-ic foi- thc fruit. Man.y cane
'witich I have aoinr five titouuamd plants in ta sec anmd admire te beautiful crop. Even
bills to fi-uit ncxt ycar. 1the purcitastr pronour.cd al beautiful, but


