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depart from use aud wont in the election of
Elder-Moderators. If Preshyteries ars
found appolnting unworthy and unqualified
men it will be time enough to deal with
them, but as long as those appointed are
such men as Judge Creasor, David Ormis.
ton, Esq., etc, the Synods should rather
congratulate the Presbyteries concerned on
haviog such elders within their bouunds.

The objections that have been urgedto
the appointment of Elder-Moderators are
not very hard to answer—some of them
bardly worth answering, but the many ob.
joctlons to the present general illogical and
unscriptural  discrimination against elders
are Bot so easily disposed of. Some of
them may be stated in a future letter.

« Honor to whom honor is due.” The
elders that rule well are to be counted
wortby of double honor, alth-ugh they do
uot labor In word and doctrine, also, and a
Presbytery should be at liberty to honor
elders who have praved themselres specially
worthy. According to the use and wont of
our Church the honors bave al’ been mono-
polized by those who labor in word and
doctrive, but who by no means always rule
well,

THE NEW PROFESSORS.

MR, EDITOR,~—No desire to assume the
role of a critic, but simply a determination
to speak out In the Ioterests of soberness
sud truth, compels me to send youa few
paragraphs concerning the two Important
pominations which have been made by the
Board of Knox College.

Ifor one would have remained silent
ontil June, seeing tuat the Board willthen
be asked to justity its actlon by a formal
statement of the reasons which guided it to
its declsion: but the article written by
“ Knoxonlan," contalned in your impression
ofto-day, renders silence unpardonable and
imposstble. When moreover it is recalied
that “Kuoxonian” Is himselfa member of the
Board, and that his commuaication there-
fore may be regarded as an echo of the
arguments which were used and prevailed
within that secret council-chamber, hisfrank
declaration deserves to be treated with a
serioustess not called for by the majority of
those brigh’ and timely sketches which are
drawn by tais writer’s pen,

* Kuoconian” says :—" It goes unsaid
that any member ofthe College Board would
rather bave nominateda home man ; but the
« + » Dative case man had to win." The
imputation here is unmistakable ; the Board
was compelled to act as it did because of
the lack of available Canadias.specialists.
And that this imputation Is deliberate is re-
vealed in the fact that an explanation is
furnished why Cadadian specialists cannot
reasonably be looked for; because (itis
affirmed) ‘“to pursue a speclal line of study,
up to the point at which a student becomes
fitto teach his speciality in a college, he
ueeds money ; and comparatively few Cana-
dian students have monzy.” The hopels
expressed, in conclusion, that some day
Oanada will be able to fill her vacant chairs
by appolnting native professors.

These imputations and assertions 1
directly challenge, and I koow whereof 1
speak when I say that they will be challenged
very vigorously on the floor of the General
Assembly. The reflection which they cast
upon Canadlan scholarshipis entirely un-
warranted : and Kaox College, which has
not hesitated to clalm that it bas supplied
professors for a majority of the chairs which
exist iz sister-Institutions in Cenada, is sure-
ly unfortunate in belng made responsible for
so sweeping and unexpected an utterance.
Ifthe Board had not been infli~nced by
considerativns, . concerning whick the
Church generally is unwilling that it be kept
in ignorance, it might have made 2 nomina-
tlon (as regards at least one of the chairs)
which would have secureda Dative case
mao and a Canadian too.

Will ¢ Knoxonlan " kindly answer the five
questions which follow:—

1. Were there no Canadians, among
those who were nominated by: Presbyteries,
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whose opportunitles and credentials as
specialists in Theology were at least equal
to those of either of the gentlemen selected ?

2, American colleges still buslly securlng
some of the brightest of our young men
have had no cause to regret thelr choice.
Is there much inducement for young Cana-
dians to locur the cost of securing special
knowledge whep, if they obtair, a professor-
ial appointment, it means so often exile from
home?

3. How came It about that a School of
the Prophets, loog noted for its conservative
tendencies, has declared itself, prepared to
hand over the department in which the
struggle of unsettling opinion is the keenest,
to a man who has just left the semin-
ary? Many would have preferred, in the
clrcumstances, that Principal Oaven had
elected to retain control of Old Testament
studies, and had allowed the New Testa-
ment portion of his work to pass into the
haunds of a younger and less maturg scholar.

4. Why was a speclalist in semitics
chosen for the chair of Apologetics and
Church History., The gentleman In ques-
tlon offered himself as a candidate for the
chair of Old Testament Literature and
Exegesls. Is there not here a complete igoor.
lng—a complete contradiction—of the argu-
ment which *‘ Kaoxonian” has framed in
favor of the Datlve case man?

5. Are not the new professors to be the
instructors of those who before long will be
the active pastors of our Church, and yet is
it not also true that neither of them has
gained any acquaintance with the pastorate
in the way of actual experience. *¢ Kunox-
onian” is not quite certain that present
specialization in theology is wise. Indeed,
he ventures to think that it may prove to be
only * acraze.,” But he will admit at once
that the theoretical pastorate and the experl-
meptal pastorate are two wholly different
things. Were the chief alm of the new pro-
fessors to train others to become specialists,
they would gain additional qualification as
instructors through the claims which had
previously been made upon them in the pul-
pit ; but seeing that they will be called upon
to train men for the work of the active min-
istry, their not baving been in the ministry
themselves indjcates a lack of qualification
which is well-nigh indispensable.

These questions are not prompted by any
spirit of hostility towards the Board of Knox
College. On the contrary, it is as an obser-
vapt well-wisher of the college that I have
felt impelled to write as 1 have done. Itis
with the purpose of enlightening the Board
as to the existence of a widely prevailing
sentiment in the Church, and in the hope of
securing prompt and definite answers to
those queries, either at once, or when the
General Assembly shall meet in June that 1
put these questions now. ONTARI1O.

April 15, 18¢6.

QUESTIONS FOR KNOX COLLEGE
BOARD.

MR. Ep1TOR,—The nominations recent-
ly made by the Board of Kuox College have
started so many questions in-my mind thdt I
canpot answer, that I have concluded to send
them to you, in the hope that you, or some
of your correspondents, may be =able to
culighten me. 1 only pass on to you the
questions numbers have been asking them-
selves and their fellows these several weeks
past. Who are these two foreigners who
have been nominated? By whom are they
certified ? What bave they done, in addi-
tion to winning hopors, etc., etc., In
College examinations? Have they given
any practical proof of being able to teach
what they have learned? What would
be thought of the Session of a congregation
anominating a minister for a call in the same
way, #.c., on mere hearsay and testimonials ?
Is the Church not entitled to all the informa.
tion in thc possession of the Board? Or,
will the Assembly be expected to vote for the
Boards' nomination, as 8 matter of course?
‘Would a motioa for all the correspondence - In
the case to be printed and submitted to the
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Assembly be in order ¢ H either nominee fails
to secure a majority in the Assembly, what
willbe done? “Have the Dative Case Profes-
sors turned out better preachers than high-
class all.rouad men who have a fair know-
ledge of their specialty, and falr teaching
ability, combined with the breadth and
strength of character that moulds the char-
acter of students ”? is a falr question and
right to the point, and the Cburch is under
obligation to *¢ Kooxonian " for asking it.
Where is the * Dative Oase Professo: "' who
would havedone tor the teaching and training
of our ministry what Caven and McVicar
and Grant ond others, called hke them {rom
a successful pastorate to the Coliege, have
done ? Has the attendance of students at
Kaox fallen off, of late, for want of *‘ Dative
Case Professors” ? Will the Church con-
tribute more largely for the untried foreigner
than for tried and prtoved men of our own ?
Is not the chief trouble of Kuox want of
funds? Does the Board expect the Alumai
of the College, all of whom it bas ignored in
its nominations, to go to work enthusiastical-
ly to raise the extra revenue for the salaries
of the new Prolessors ? What is to be
thought of a Church, that has been training
men for its ministry for fifty years, that can-
not find among them all a man fit to be a
Professor ? Who are the men that the
University of Toronto is appoiating from
ysar to year to ltsstaff 7 Are they its own
best men, or ‘* Dative Case Men” from
abroad, for whom the Institutions of their
vative lands bave no use ? Are young men
without experlence in the ministry, without
acquaintaoce with our people or our Church,
more likely, even though they have been
brilliant students, to do good work for the
College, than the best of our own men ?

_Will it not take them as long to become

acclimatized, intellectuaily, ecclesiastically,
and splritually, as it would take the best of
our available Canadians to master the
special work of one chair ?

How long will it take Canada to get
away from the Colonial spirit, and to learn
that her own sons are the peers of the men
of any laod ; that as good scholars are made
in Toronto University and McGill, as in
Princeton, or Glasgow, or Edinburgh, or
even Oxford ; and that many of the high
places in other lands are worthily filled by
Canadlans? Could the Board have done
anything more likely to ahienate the sym-
pathy and support of self-respecting Cana-
dian Presbyterians 7 Why should we con-
tinue to tax ourselves for the traming of our
minpisters ? If even Professors can be had
ready-made so much superior 10 those of our
own growing, how much more minsters ?
Does the College Board really expect their
nominees to be appoluted by the Assembly ?
But there is no end to these questions, and
they press for satisfactory answers,

A CANADIAN FiRST.

Besides much other important business deait
with in conpection with closiog of Knox College,
mention of which was overlooked at the time, was
that the Board took into carefui consideration the
present financial position of the College, and a
committee was appointed to deal with this subject
and report at the next meeting of the Board. A
society was also formed for the purpose of increas-
ing the Endowment and Sustentation Fund of the
college in connection wilh the new professorial
nominations. Mr, J. K. Macdonald was made
president.  Vice-presidents were appointed for
each Synod as follows: Maritime Provinces,
Rev. H. H. Macphesson, Halifax; Montreal
and Quawa, Mr. George Hay, Outawa ; Tortonto
and Kingston, Mr. Robert Xilgour, Toronio;
Hamilton ard London, Dr. J. D, Macdonald,
Hamilton; Manitoba, Rev. Peter Wiight, Port-
age la Praitie; Bntish Columbia, Rev. D
Scoular, New Westminsier ; President of tke
Alumni Association, Rev. S. Eastman, Oshawa.
Rev. Wm. Burns is Secretary, and theie was ap-
pownted a large and representative committee,
some thitty-five in number.  In this connection 1t
may 2lso be mentioned that this year’s graduating
class to show its interest in their Alma Mater have
formed themselves into an association and under-
taken to provide fo: the paymeat of the interest
on $2,000 of the debt for & period of five years.
It is hoped that other classes as they graduate
will fcllow the example of the class of 96 and in
a {ew years the entire interest will be provided for
leaving the ordinary revenue to be applied to
other objects.  As an evidence of missionary zeal
it is worhy of notice that the Missionary Society
of- Knox College appointed thirty-two of their
number to mission ficlds for the summer, and the
other colleges of the Church will not in this
matter be behind Xnox.
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The urder of events abuut the period of our
Lurd's ounistey at which we have arnved in out
studics is indicated in the hume teadiogs. The
lesson on the importance of faith in the successful
prosecution of Christian work, was probably givea
immediately aiter the incident of our last lesson ;
then came the departure into Judea occasioned by
the death of Lazarus ; then, after Lazarus had
been raised from the dead, Jesus and His disciples
driven from Judea by the plotting of the author-
ities retired to Ephraim where they remained uatil
the passover time was drawing near. On their
return from Ephraim to Jerusalem, by way of
Perea, occurred the incident of the healicg of the
lepers which goes to complete ouc lesson on faith.
Perhaps the two matters which constitute our les-
son may be unified for stady under the heads:
¢ The Necessity of Faith Emphasized," and ¢ The
Nature of Faith Exhibited.”

I. The Necessity of Faith Hm-
phasgized.—More and maze steoagly as He saw
the end approaching, did our Lord iosist upon the
vast responsibility which must devolve upon His
disciples in connection with the work they were
called to do. Henceforth they are to become
“men of mark,” and therefore men whose ex-
ample will tell mighbtily either for good or ill.
Hence they must *take heed to themselves,
both as to the lives they lead and the spint they
manifest towards others. What wonder that the
apostles, tmpressed as never before with a sense
of the responsibility resting upon them, should
pray to the Lord, ** Add faith unto us."” Recog-
nizing that absolute reliance upon God could alone
fi them for their life’s duties, and feeling that the
faith they had was insufficient, they rightly asked
for more. It delighted the Lord's heart to dis-
cera that they had progressed thus far in their
traiping for their life’s work. When a man has
got far enough to recognize that what he wants
is more absolute trust in God, he has arrived at
the proper starting point for a life of successful
service. Hence the Master’s response to their
prayer 15 to the effect that they are right in
making such a request as the victory is to be
won through faith. If only our faith as Chris-
tian workers were hke a grain of mustard seed;
not small like the mustard seed—if the Lord
had meaot that He would have said like a grain
of sand- but Lke the grain of mustard seed hav-
ing in it life, then there is nothing too hard for
us to do. We must beware of falling into such
a nonsensical idea as that, if only our faith were
great coough we could move the Rocky Mouo-
tains into the Pacific Ocean. That is not the
kiud of work Christians are called to do. But
there is the promise that in winning the world
for Christ there is nothing that can withstand
the man of living faith in God. ** This is the
victory that overcometh the world, e¢ven your
faith.” Nor is therc any great credit due to us,
our faith is only the changel through which the
power of God flows out to the healing of the
nations. When we have done all that lics in
our power, all that any is entitled to say is, 1
bave not done anything beyond what was due.”
We need to-day both the increase of faitk and
an increase in Jusmility which gives uato the Lord
all the glory.

II. The Nature of Faith Exhibit-
ed.—The incident of the ten lepers who were
cleansed, of whom nine forgot to give the praise
unto the Lord, illustrates the nature of the faith
which is so essential to Christian work. The
lepers kaew their nced of cleansing and well
understood that when in answer to their cry the
Lord said go show vourselves to the priests,
there was the pledge of healing. Their laith
was_exhibited by a prompt obedicnce. Not a
moment’s delay to ascertain  whether there was
any change of feeling occurred, hence they were
bealed. But ooly one had the faith which is
capable of bearing healing to others. Nine
thovught only of themselver, onec thought of the
glory and praise due to their beaefactor and man-

ifested that fact, Has not the Lord reason to
ask, when He vicws the small propcrtion of
Christians who think first of the glory-due unto
Him and manifest their thought in humble, fov-
ing, faithful service, ** Were there not ten
cleansed, but where are the nine?”



