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1hc retidored in making civll and religious liberty
possible for lis. As Dr. Scliaff says, " toleration is
a modern virtute." Other defects in the character of
Joui Calvin arc mentionied. " lie tvas passionate,
prone to atiger, censorious, impatient of contra-
diction, intolcrant toîvards Romanists and lxretics,
sonmewhînt austerc anxd morose, and flot withc.ut a
trace of vilndictivcncess." Regrettable and tanlovcly
as tiie oféatures of charactcr arc in anyone, ini
Cilvi's case they arc but the darkc shadoîvs in an
ottirwvse Itîmitious picture. Juis great and lxeroic
virtîacs and splendid cndowments mure than
coiiirbRaanced tlxsc palpable defects.

Jointi Cal- n lhad flot a strong physique, neithec
did li e joy robîist lxalth; lie as tiot naturally
couragcous, but su great wvas flhc force of his in-
dontablc wlii and the pover of conviction that
even the most formidable dangers %vere faced witlx
Invincible cotîrag and dctermination. It tvas not
in te powcr of hiis bittcrest focs to milie him quail.
Ilis intelkectual power (s bcy'ond question, and it is
couceded that hie vas thxe peer of the master minds
of tîtaitige, prohlic in great mcn. Thc dceply
rligiotis andi moral cliaracter of Calvin wvas rccog-
nized by friend and foc alike, its reality andi power
gave hhin an influîence over others rareiy attaincd,
aîîd lus rvident sinccrty as apparent i'î his life as
*t ks eliully tnanifest in his writiiav . Another

fcaeture tîxat cilabled him to acquire -.ad maintaax
lib grcat as-Leadit.y %vas a thorough unselfish-
ttcss. "1lec soarcd," says Dr. Schaff, " above flthy
luicre and worldly ambition. J lis onîy ambition
%vas that pitre and lxo'v ambition to serve God to
tlie best of his abilty. lc steadily re(used an in-
ct!ic of salary, and frettuertly also prescrits of
cay description, cxccpt for the poor and refugees,

%vlioni hie altvays Ilad at lieart and aided to the ex-
tait of his mcans."' Cardinal Sadolet, wvho, in
passitug tlîrough Geneva incognito, called on Calvin,
Iaxp)ectiixg to find Calvin rkh as a bishop, lie found
Iiiii poor as an apostle." John Calvin must liave
bnci a lovable side to his nature, for otherwisc vc
coild liot accoutit for the warm affection cntertaîncd
for hfim by the leading spirits of the Reformation.
Thcy liad tlîeir difrerences, and in those days con-
troversial amcnities werc few, but even those ivli
uippu.-cd sorte of his vietvs .ità vchemcnze respect-
cd and lovcd the mian. The instruments that God
cnjleys in the advaaxceincnt of Juis truth arc not
pertect, but tlhcy have catned the lastiaxg gratitude
ofi ges to come for the blessings they have been
die mecans of proctluîng for their fellov-men

SI'/?ACERJA N RTHJCS.

D ROFESSOR JAMES IVERACiI, D.D., of
Itlhe FreceClurch College, Aberdeen, %vho a

a delegate to the 1resbyterian Council in Toronto,
has a short paper in the new number of the Griti-
cal Reviewv, in whicli lie discusses Herbcrt Spencer'is
"Thie Priniciples of Ethics." It shows that hie
clearly comprehcends the system propoundcd by the
cminant philosopher, and finds it radically defective
and pecul iarly unsatisfactory. Another instalment
of -lerbcrt Spcncer's great work has just appeared,
briîging the completion of his series of great
works iii wvhich his system of philosophy is r'x-
poîînded. If the distinguished author's life is
sp.-red long enough to enable him to accomplish
his great task, it will bc a monument froni the ma-
tcriaistic side of the trend of nineteenth Century
thotighit. There is no question that the îvritings
of 1l-Irbert Svencer have excrted a wide and in
matiy instanxces anything but a s-r1ýutary influence
aox the futdamcntal opinions governiag life and
coaduct. Mie philosophy of H-erbert Spencer, how-
cver valuable and suggestive in certain Unes, is es-
sentially non-religious. The system that elimi-
tntes religion and a divine sanctionx for maorals,
loever profouîîd and elaborate it may bc, will
neyer be influential in lcadîng humanity ta a higher

lit his 'lPrinciples of Ethîcs" Herbert Spencer
gives this ha7y conjectural opinion as to the origin
of inorals :

If, in coannion with otiier tbings, human feelings and
ideab canfarm te the general haw cf evolutao, the amplaca-
lion ts that the set of concéptians censîiîuting cthics,.ta-
tether with the nssociated sentiments, arise out cf a rela.
tiveiy incoherent and indefinite causciousness;, and slowly
Ictiiuire coherence and deflnitcness at the same lime that the
aRggrgates of îhcm diffrentiates tram the large: aggreg aie
wlah whlch sti . originaliy mingled. Long remaining undis-
tiuihed and then but vaguely discerned as sometbing in-
de endent, ethics must be expectcd te acquire a distinctemodmotnt only when themental evalution bas reached a
bigh stage.

THIE CANADA PREStYTE1klAl%.

In supporting his position Mr. Spencer refers
to thc developmcnt of Hebrew morality. Hils refer-
cîxces unirortunately arc vague and unmarked by the
strict accuracy that should characterize the scieatific
enquirer. rFor example, he says.-

Aftair the chronac antagenasms of nomadic flfe bad been
brougit t10 an end by thear captavaîy, and alter thear subse-
quent wulrs of conquest had e!ndcd in a ccmparatively peace-
lui state, the expression ef alîruistic sentiments become
marked, until in LevticeL 've sce emcrging the princple-
oftea, regarded as exclustvely Chrstian-" Thou shait love
thy neigbbour as thyseif "-a prancaple, howevcr, whach ap-
pears te have been lianned to the cengregatao cf tht chiu
dren cf Ivrael.

It may be asked to what captivity, the Egyptian
or ]3abylonian, docs the author refer. The no-
inadic lite of the llebrews virtually ended wthcn
they cntered intc. possession of the promiscd land.
lTe wars of conquest took place after their deliver-
ance from the Egyptian bondage, but the lawv
divinely revealed to Moses was given îvhile tlxey
sojourned in thte ilderness. The incomparable
moral law, applicable ta people of all time, wvas
not ani afterthought. The giving of the law on
M~aount Sina( while yet the children had net alto-
gether enxerged from their nomadic condition,
hardly tallies witli Herbert Spencer's development
theory of morals. H-e alsa makes mîstakes Wvhich
could hardly have been expected ta find a place in
his pages. Reference is made to Old Testament
instances ini proof that "'there wvas among the lie-
brews but hit r eprobation of lyir r." His inter-
-ence (s in these ivords: " Indced t would be te-
markable were it otherwise, considering that jeho-
vah set the example." Ia Robert Ingersoil suchi
modes of expression would not be surprîsing, but
that Hierbert Spenct1- can thus spcak is in some re-
suects remarkable. Aftcr using such language it is
little cause for wonder that he should say : "Nor
do we find the standard much changed in the days
of Christ and after. Instance tht case of Paul,
îvho, apparently piquing himself on his 'craft and
guile' elsewhere, defends his acts by contending
that 'tht truth of God bath more abounded through
mny lie unto fis glory.' " To the ordinary re.'der of
the New Testament it will ba appa:ent that M1%r.
Spcncer's readiaxg of the passage in Romans here
quoted is of a superficial charaLter. Paul there,
for tht sake of argument, adopts for thxe moment
his oppcnent's contcntioni oaly for tht purpose of
showing its untruthx, anid the imputation is empîxati-
cally rejected.

Tht end of ethics, according to H-erbert Spen-
cer, is as unsatisfactory as his accounit of its ori-
gin :

From the point cf view cf absolute ethics, actions are
righî only when, besides beang cozducive te, the future bnp-
pness cf self, or others, or both, îhey are aise immedaately
pleasurabît. And azaan. No school can aveid taking for the
ultîmate moral aam a desirable state of feeling-called by
whatever name-gratificatian, enjoynient, happiness. Plea-
sure semewhere, aI some time, ta some being or bcings, iv
an inexpugnable element cf the conception. It is as much
a nccessary form cf moral intuition as space is a ferm cof
intellectual intuition.

Ia the conception of pleasure being tht end of
moral action there is scant evidence of evolution in
morals. This is fna advance on the hedonistic the-
ory ol the Greek phîlosophers. If pleasure be made
the guîding star of life, what will bc its standard ?
The refined and cultivated mind will fiad its plea-
sure in things that the cegraded would regard with
aversion. What would be the idea of pleasure ta-
tertained by those in whomn animal propensities
predominated ? They would find pleasure mn pur-
suits from which rigbt-thinking people tura away
in disgust. StilI, according to tht Spencerian the-
ory,, those in pursuit of pleasure in their awn way,
wouldbe walking in the pathwvay af happiness, and
there fore virtue. The highet- ideas of duty and ob-
liga1tion have no definite place in the evolutionary
code of morals. Every man in its view would be
a law unto himiself. It would be long before that
happy time Mn. Spencer anticipates when barmony,
industry, peace and cantentment shoul-d universally
prevail, if bis view of morals were geaerally adopted.
It will be a difflcult thing for any philosopher,
howeven Iearned, tai imprave on the moral Jaw God
gave ta Moses. iJntil the philosophers can furnish
a grander code of ethics than . s contained in the
teaching cf Christ, we do welto take heed ta tht
system that cames tu us w(th the sanction of " Thus
saith the Lord." Besides, it would flot be cither
wise or safe ta substitute pleasure- for duty in the
conduct of ife, knowing as we do that we are re-
sponsible to Him wbo-(s the appointed Judge of ahl
mankind. Pheasure-loving moralists are nat usually
the people wbo have served God and their race by
their heroic and unbending integrity in o ppsitiar'
to the fas;, the plausible and thc pleasuriable.
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:Books alnb (Ua(a3it1ca
lfita series of remninscent articles ut IlMy 1 ather as Ji Rscail

haini,' by Mlamie Dickens, the oldesî .and lavourte daughter ot
Chatl:k Dickens, will begin in the next issue of the La.liei' Homte
1tîrpi.l by an entertaining narration ut l"ickený' personal habits,
and an jnc: gliaupse of bis hume life

GREAT TîsouGis. (London:- A. W. lal.)-This Eîsglish
wvcekiy lives rap to ts tâte. fh is filleil with the great thoughts of
great thinkers prese e l tell i. mariner. Tlhe [pages ut the
turldà sages aie -atked fur menvalAe nd puinted utteranoca,
white the leadirg nmids of the preseîst have their bcst thoughts dis.
scninated for the instruction of the petpie. It is a periodicai of
great value.

Titis; pubtishers ot the .Af,,sreaiSza>t anr.uunce that they are about
te issue hortly, the flnest Alm.enac evet publishel in America en-
titled l The Star " Almanac, consisting Of 400 Pages of information
of the most asborbi-ir interest, together with six col oured maps con-
stituting one of the most valuable w-'rks of tise kind cver pubiished in
any part of the worid. A compendium of statistics covcring a multi-
tude of important subices; a book of reerer.ce f.>: ail Canadians
and Ameticans, and having a spccîai value for ail strangers in ail
landls desiious uf knowiog about Canada and Canadians.

TataL Ce,:tury magazine wiil take ut) the Ilitale and Science con.
troversy. In the Ncvember Century, Professor Chattes W. Shields,
of P'rinceon, anbwers te question I l oes tise Bible contain Scien.
talle Errors ? witis an emphatic rio.le says . IlLaîer3ry and
textuai obscurities there may be upun the surface ut loty Vràî, like
sijuis upon tIhe suni, or rather like mutsstanthe eye , but sclentufic
error in its divine purport would bc the sun irself extiraguished a'
noon. Such a Bible could flot live in ahs epoch.*' Profes!t
Shields' article will b: followed by one in the December Cenitry

The ElTect oftScientific Study upon lleligioui 1Beliefs."I

Titlt DOMIaNION ILLUbsfAIRab MONhil.. (Muntreai. Salais-
ton l'ublishang Go.) -The sulap)lciiienL.si purîrait a.sued with the Oc-
lober nuniber tif tbis Canadian publîicatioan is a portrait of the Ilon.
W. S. Fielding, Premier o! Nova 'ctia. and the frontispcce is a
gond portrait of Sir Hecnry Tyler. The iiiustrated pape!- are

Evolution in Yacht Building ;" IlThe Old Governînent lituuse,
Montreai ; " Il Nurses' Lafc in lte iMontreal Gencral Ilospital ; I

IJamaica Vistas, »' soi *A Fasiy 1'tuthful Tale ofT rout." The
number also contains muchta liat wll bc attractive to the generai
reader.

MsCatAaL AiD TiiitODORA. A Russian btory. By Amelia E.
B~arr. (Boston : Bradley 1z Voodruff.-Tlie author cf Ihis .,x.
tremeiy nleresting and wcli-told .4-ary cao Wrtite fur Younsg people as
well aâ.she cai fur grcwn.up jaeuidc. This Russian stury as one
spiecally witen fur the young. Anyone uld or yuung who begans
il-e readang of il Wlll be impatient tili they reach the close. It tells
of the crue'. sorrowvs îhrough which tsvo higb born Russian children
have to pas. and of their final deliverance andI the justice meted orat
10 those who wronged ilsen. The tonecof the bock is thorougbly
healthy, and the tessonss il leaches, oct in set form, but hy the form cof
the n-irrative uself. are of the kind that young people need te learn.

Titz ENGLIsII ILLUSTRATRI> MAGAY.iNz. New York : (Mac-
millan & Co.>-josecph Bennett, himscîf a musician and musical
critiec f Ihe Daity 7'egraph, opens the October number cf Ibis higb
class illustrated monthiy with an interesting pape: on " Sonne Musi-
cal Conductors." Besides ,the trontispiece, giving an admirable
porîrait cf Sir Arthur .Sull.van, there are a number of portraits et
emunent conductors. Qiber illustrated papers of interest are
IClipper Ships,' by H-erbert Russell ; Il A Summer among the

Dovecotes." by Alfred Watkins ; IlGolf -and Golflng,'" by Hlorace
Hutchinson ;land IIfleards and ne Beards." by J. Cutbbert Hadden.
A new striai. story, IISally Dows," by Brete flatte, is begun, wbich
with the short stories, Il The Solitary Girl Il and IlA Friend of the
Commune," mare up the fiction cf the number.

Tuit CRITICAL RaviEw. Edited by Professor S. D. F. Sa1.
mond, D.D. (Edinburgb : T. & T Clari.)-In several respects
tbis is a model quarterly. It dot& flot brlong te the ponderous and
massive class of revews that only persons cf much lisure can
tho rougbiy profit by. Nor on the other hand ia ts treatment cf tb:
subjects discussed superficial and slip shod. Itasspecial depatmenî is
criticism cof theological and philosophical literature. Its conîribsators
are men cf eminence in the Churches te which tbey respectivelly be.
long. Among those writing in the prescrnt nuïmber are the names cf
Professors Bruce, et Glasgow; Sayce. of Oxford ; A. A. Bevan, cf
Cambridge ; Mlassie, et Oxford ; Iverach and Rebertson, of Aber.
deen ; G. A. Smitb, cf Glasgow, and many o.bers wbose abilities
ar's generally reccgnized. Ail that is of value in recent theological
and philosophic works cones utnder the purview of tise writers for the
Cnt:cal Review, It lakewise contains a record cf select literature, a
feature cf ne little value toaail zntcrested in tbe progress* cf- bougbt.

Tta PRaACnaR'S DAUGILTZR. A Domesfie Romance. By,
Amelia E. Barr. (Boston: Bradley & Woodruff.) -It is a mnistake
te assume tbat ail clever works of fiction are badl and that ail nevels
vitb a religions linge are necessarily pour. Vet soute malce ibis mis.
take. It is Do more truc than basty generalizations usnaliy are.
There are novels oftan cvii tendency that are stupid as well as wicked,
and tbere are works cf fiction, rîlen with a lofty purpose, possessed
et great literary menit. Readers cf fiction wbc seek instruc:.icn wici
recreation need bc at ne loss in selecting axsy number cf gond books
that cao be read aloud in the famiiy circle witb profit and delighî.
Amnong tbese latter may bc classed any cf the wcrks that bave came
fram the graceful pen of Amelia Barr. IlThe P:eacber's Daugbter"
will no daubt bave a special interest in manses and parsonages,but it
will bid no less interested readers amcng 9il classes. It deals jjitb
the greal tacts of htuman lite, and its ever varying crcumstanees ..
The slcry bas sufficiera lite and moyemnent tn carry tbe reailer atout,
and the interest is net only wel! sustained but keeps on grcwing !iii
the end ia reacbed. It lu needlc;sts l add that ne open minded retder,
wil finish, the book witbout beinî -greatly the better for having read it.


