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liV }KNOXONIAN.

Sarine ycars ago we spent aur liolidays it a weli-ktiowiî
uliliilebits jitilntt n i S Lawrenwe. One day things

wvete demideffly .c. 1Iliete haï been a fog, a long, dreary,
disinal, disheaitenin toi,. The air %as ralv and it searched
for the wcak, spots in the isunan constitution far more suc-
cessfully than the Grils searched for a nalarity in the recent
bye.elections. il taak boid ai the weak organs witb a mîch
tigbter grasp than the G.rand Old Man has af is îuatarity.
A smabl party aif(Ontario tanrists wete galhered in tiic hanse
oi a riend, putting n the lime andi trying ta miake theiliselves
beleve that they wcre havîtri a gond holiday. An estimable
lady at the party lbad tire courage ta say :

i r IS OT M. .ilk DJR.OWN lILRI{.

That was cxactly bow we ail feit, but ai course we dîd flot ail
like ta say sa. Afler yau bave spent a lot ai mioney, and
travelled a îbousand miles for plc.istire and have wriînen home
sayîng that you are having a grand lame, yon clon't care tu
admit that yonr holiday is even a partial falutre.

A cierical friend ai ours mnrie great preparalions for a trip
ta the Oid Country. He had a ron,;b passage across bbe
ferry, wet weatbcr on the other bide, saw fia lions nortb nani-
ing and came home in disgust some weeks before hie vas
eypected. Soon ater bis arrivai we asked himi how be
enjoyed bis trip. WVith an aniatint ai earnesiness that wouid
bave given power ta the peraration ai any sermon, hie
exclainied :

IT'S AL iiitIUG.

We always did admire that man's candour, thougb nve say
nothing about is judgment

Yoaung people aiten spoil their bolidays by anticip2îing
unaliayed pleasure. P)eople %vbo bave taken holidays amten
knowv better, and tbey start out iully expecting than go wbere
and how yau may there will alvays be Sanie drawbacks. The
most tbey aim at doing is reducing the drawbacks ta a mini.
innm. The inexperienced tourist starts %vitb the idea that a
tour is ail pleasure, and the disappointmnents hie is certain ta
mecet sadiy mar whatever plasîire carnes bis way.

P>eople wbo cannot get away oten give theniselves a great
amouint ai scnselcss misery by their exaggeratedl ideas ai the
pleasure ofi holiday trips. Tbey iinîgine that their neigbbonrs
wbo Ilgo saine place" are ail baving a grand time anij than
tbc uniortunaies ivba reinan at home are being sorely pun-
isbed. In is a huge failacy. Haiidays are non ail pleasure,
and bomne is a mtich more conniottable place than sarne surît-
mier hotels that we have taken basb in.

Let it bc assunmed tbat an general principies a holiday i
sommer is a good ting. Let it aiso bc assnmed that most
mcn can do more and better wnrk in a year by working eleven
months and rcsting anc than by plodding along for tweive.
Ail this is true. A holiday is a good and uscini tbing, and
just because it is a gond and usefu! nhing anc shold be care-
fui non to spail it by anticipating nonhing but pleasure. Somne.
tbing cisc is sure ta corne before you are far ironi home, and
you are soreîy talzen alack if you neyer made any sensible
aliowance for drawbacks.

It neveroccnrred ta you, probably, that you might have ta
stand i a hot railway car for the first ten miles ai Vour trip.
'<on ai course expected a whole seat ta yourseif. Possibiy,
indecd, Van wanted tbe seat in iront ai you for a footstoal.
But when yon entered the car yau fouind yon had ta stand up
like a man and wait until sumne aneivent oui. That was flot
tbc kind af nhing yen anticipated, and the disappainimen and
fatigue ai standing worried you (or the first part ai the jour.
ney. '<ou migbn bave knawn that seans are amten scarce an
this time ofithe year.

'<on counted on a lower berth in the siceper, but lorgot or
perbaps neyer kncw that ta make sure ofa Il ower " you
sbonid apply a day or tweo ahead. The colaured gentleman
assigns you ta an "lupper" '<ou nlimb the step iadder and turn
in <aurnmood is nondevotianal tbiough sbould be, wben you
retire. Voiu soon find that this is flot your nigbt for sleeping.
'<ou wnuld like ta indulge in an r'ccasional rail, but yon are
haunted wtb the idea thlai if yo'i ndulge yau migbt rall over
the side and corne down among the gripsaLks in the aisie.
'<nu try ail the plans yon ever lieard or read ai for pumning
onescîi asleep. '«ni doze a Fttle. The car gives a lunch
just wbcn yon wcreCoging off. \'ou try again. The man in
the next bcrtb snores. Ncxt marning you climb down with
youn nerves ail nnstrnng and your bead in stncb a condition
that yopî wonder if it ever can get icvel again. Severai imes
durintg tbc nîgbt the lhougbn stole genly o'er yon that bh-i
days are non al pîcasure. Now you are quite sure about i.

Whco yon got on board thc steamboat yau ai course ex-
pected a good hertb ta yourself, but the oMtcial an the m ickcn
told yon withbtan air tîat made you wonden wbether bie migbn
non bc a chiet justice that Yon could flot have ane. '<ou must
turnnin witb somebody else, anid that somnebody cIsc may bc-
well lhe may be anything tram a Docnar in Divininyno a buriz-
Iar aio course vonr musn do as directed or lie an the floor.
When you arc consîdering bow and wbiere yon wll dispose af
yoursclf for the nigbn in danvns upon your mirid than hoidays
arc non ail plcasnrc.

Next morning the lake s decdedly choppy. Evcry now
and thtn the bi at givcs a raIl and a jerk that in Sote rnys-

TH1E CANADA VRESBYTERIAN.

tcrinus %VIY tlects the btayhig ,power of your breakfast. Yeu
miake a bec utne for the railing. '<au reniember that Tenny-
son sang, Il Britons hold your awn, but yn begin te lcar there
nîay becantirigencies in which evcn a Britan tannat always
hold bis awn. As you hold the raiiing with icebie grasp and
give yourseli away, Voit realize as voit neyer rcalized before
that holidays are not MIl pleasure.

The sanie trutb sinetiimes dawns upon anc 's immid in a
surnmler litel 'Many nf îhese places are adutiirahly tanagel,
but ynu dn or-casilnilly strike nue that makes youu vish you
had gone ta anothcr. Any long journcy by rail convinces one
that holidays are nlot ail pleasure. No matter bow contfart.
able the surrouindings or how pleasant thc sccnery yeu do
weary aiter the irst few~ hundred miles.

Moral - Take a gond l oliday if you can aiTord ta do sa,
but dnn&t spoil it by startug nut wth the foolàh idea that
homne is ail drawbarks and holidays ail pleasuire.

IIOLSES 11Vl'ALbSZ7NE.

Wearcaliltuore or less familiar %with tace gencral outward
appearance, at any rate, af an 1Lastern 'bouse froin the faithful
representations we have in pictures, and the liouse befare us
does flt ditier (rom the usual style of hanise we expect taenect
iitb in every tawn or village.

Absence af architecturai beauty secnîs ta bc a distinguîsli.
ing cbaracteristîc, whicb s perhaps samiewbiat conmpensated
for by the commodiaus interior wvhich is really larger than ane
wouid imagine [rom the ouside view.

The nurnerous allusions ta the house in Scripturc are bath
interesting and profitable. We do not know whether the
bouse was coevai itb the home, but whether Adam ilived in a
bouse or not, we know that bis son Cain, when he went out
frrin the presenice ai the Lord aad cbveit 'n the Land ai Nod,
built a city and named it after hîs son Enoch (Gen. 'v. 17).
And it is flot until six generations later that wc read ai tdnts
being invented by jabal.

A peculiarity af the Syrian house is the flat roaf which
serves a variety ai useful purposes. It is in nmany cases the
pleasantest part of the bouse, for as a rule thc windows ai the
bouse do nlot face the Street and are very narrow, adinitting
very littie ight and sunsbine ; sa the Syrian gacs ta the roaf
ta get the fresh air, bask in the suin and look outt upon thc
worid. He frequently takes bis tinals tiiere, reccîves rends
and smokes his nar.iieb. fit s the plisintest place for sleep.
ing i al places wbere malaria daes neot render it dangerous.
All kinds af fruits such as tlgs, grapes and prunes are spread
on the roof ta dry. The %women aise dry their clanhes, set out
their flower-pots and do nuinerotîs other tbings, and Dr.
Hovie describes is father's funeraI service as baving taken
place on the roof, îvben bundredJs ai people atnended, and that
during is recent visit ta Palestine he bad a supper party an
the roof of tbis very bouse representcd by the acconpanying
illustration.

Niany af the roofs have battiennents, especially in Mioslem,
establisbments constructed partiy tor safeny and' parniy ta
screen the wan i rom the pring eyes af neighbours. A
Masaic law, Dent. xxii. 8, said:. IIWhen tbou biidest a new
bonse tbou shaît make i.hatemen for thy roof, that thou
bring flot biood upon thîne bouse i any man fait from tbence."
This is flot by any means au unnecessary injuriction, and
inany serious accidents resaIt iron i ts disregard by Chrstians.

An inexpensive but beautifu, ceiîng is frequently fouod ta
caver the roof ai somne nanure-loving byrian ; in consîsts af tbe
vine trained gracefutly aver a trelis, atlording a deightfui
shade fram the fier-e beat ai the sun. In nidny cases, ton, the
people erect temporary booths ofi touage or other light
material , îndecd the custom of erectinp boaths an fthc bouse.
top is very ancient. Moses #coînimanded the Israeimnes ta
dweli in bootbs seven days, during the feast of taber.
nacles, that nbey migbt be reminded that the Lard made thern
ta dweli i banbs when He brought them out af the land ai
Egypt Lev. xxiii. 42., , and airer the return af the children ai
lsrael [coin the Babylontan capttvity thcy revived the cusnm
wbîcb harI failen inta desuetude since the days af Joshua the
son ai Nun, and the people went forth inta thc mount and
brought brant hes ai oltvc, pine, myrtle and palm trees, and
made tbemseives bouîbs, evcry anc upon the raof ai bis hauise,
and in their courts, and in the courts af the house ai God, and
i the streets ut the water-gate and in the street af the gate ai
Epbraim, and there was vcry great gladness ,Nch. viii. 16).

The average Syrian bouse docs non usuaily connain more
than two or tbree rooams, and, as these communicate with anc
anaîber, a lack ai privacy is sornetimes Iit, and it is in these
crcuinstances that the bausetap is sometinies made ta ser;e
the purpose ai a privy canni rooîn.

It is cut off trom communication with the rest ai the bouse
and is reacbed by an ontside stair. It was the place chosen
by Samuel far canvcrsiog witb Saut, and no doubt the young
man, tired wîîb a tbrce days' ramp alter bis iatbcr's test asses,
slept saundiy on the roof ai the vencrabie bMan ai Gad. The
Arabic rendering ai 1 Sam. ix. 25 and 26 is as fallaws: And
Samuel canverscd with Saut upon the top ai the bouse, and
spread bis bcd for bîrn, and be Siept ami the roof, and very carly
in the marning Samnel called Saut irani the top ai tbe lbouse,
tic.

IIow peaifi is the scenc whicb hcrc prescrits
To tircd wandcrcr a catin retreat,
iTpon the hausetop ofithe baby man,
'%Vhnm God for Sani's trcption llad preparcd;

rAucusr jrd, lb92.

siwect commune lhcid tlicy ci (l iemeta carne,
MVen Israci in Miniber kingl should find,I

Ilîest lbout ai lirayer cîîjaycd the men ai aid,
NIoel iin tlhc spring ol an eventiai day
A linuscîap setvcd as loobstuoi ol aod's tbroîc.

Uti(ortunateiy a icîv centuries hler n the rei1,'ma aîît
wicked Abij, tbe Jewish nation hadl sa far forgattemi thei
covenant îvtb jebavah and had becomie so degcncraîc oui îtlr
practites through rthe carruipt influence of surrounding il.tioQ.
that they.uiy burnt incense, and paîîred Ont drink oilte.
ings 10 Aslitorith and cailîc false golfs upon the ranis ni titi
bouses, Jer. xix. 13....

Alis for marial man1
No longer truc ttatis creator, Lurd,
Ilic desecrates the aitar ofilbis home.
And incense ta the hast ai heaven hulons.
'The linousetop was tht scelle froin wbcnce aro.c
Volumes afi ircçnse unta many go<ls.

chovalî's mime was scorned iiilI c aruse
Ini wrth, ta ciastise Isracl with Ilits rail.

It is refresbing ta turn (rani bbc scene oi sncb grass iduia.
try ta connenplate. Peter, wbo in the devant spirit ai au
earncst believer, songht retirenaient for prayet on the bouýt.
top ai Sinion the Tanner wiib nvhoîn lie lodged in Joppa, ac
the significant vision whicb God ihere vouclisafed tu haîn dis.
pelied for cvcr bis flarrc'w prejudices and taugbt iin thât île
grace ai God ivas ta cxîend not ta the Jew only but abo in
the Greek.

Near 10 the shore Macre sîood the tanner's hanse,
Thete Peter Iadged, -and *tovatts tht nocoiday hour,
!le went top on tht housetop foc ta piay
In vision rapt lie saw time heavens ope,
And Gail tasinful man Ilis ill revcaledî;
Na longer niay the Jcw exclusive rigbt
To priviieges claim, which hum were given,
But henceiorth ta thc Gentile as ta huim
The ofler ai salvatiomi cornes train beaven.

Anoiber striking picinre ai the use la whîcb thse rooflof a
Syrian bouse was put, in the lime af aur Lord, as gaven i ut
graphic description iLy St. Mark ai tht healîng of the. paralytx.

In such a houee the Savaur tood,
WVben towards Moin lborne ai four
A bcll]css parai)-tic came
Ilis mescy la implore.

No access coîîl tht wvrenctîed man
Unto the Saviour find,
Until a way was opencd timnug
lliii taillianmd corrarades kinfi.

Tbey bore him genîly ta tht zoof,
And tiîougb ana opening wide
The hearers placet! the palsied nman,
Down close by Jesus' siat.

My son thy sans fongiven be,
The Saviour gently saîd,
And forihwath tising ta bais fecc,
T'he man tanku l os bcd.

And sa to-day ti' yon wbo carne
BielicvinIz, trusiing flim,
The Saviour still wili speak the wotd,
Son, I (orgivc lhy sn.

TRHEOLOG YIN .IVEW VYORK.

11V IV. 1). RUSSELL.

New Yark, witb ils tetemin millions, s the grean inîlncnc.
ing centre ai the continent. Commnencially, polistcally and
moraiîy ber power is (cl the land aven. Her viw.ous armas
reach out ta evcry town and hamrlet, but hier moral poiver,
iorced ont by loving bearts and noble suinds, incets vice ai
every turr and contend..for the maslery.

New '<azk's great moral power. is ber Christian ministry.
Christian nîinai jusincss aretîobard workcd ta wage suc.
cessfuily the never*cnding str.jggle %vitl vice. liut the put-
pli iL alert and caurageaus. Vice niay tase ber bead as lac
as the law or decency w:i aliow, but no inuber. ro du s0 is
ta court the watcblul and powcn(nl arm i the Chîristian niae-
istny rani sonne quartez. If the açt escapes one, utis sente
by another. It may mun thr gauinîlet ai anc section, but is
certain ta mun foui ai another. Intelligence, courage and
Christian earncstncss arc stampel an Pevczy pulpit, and v aîti-

ut ber ciergy New '<aak wouîd bc vasîiy more wîcked thus
sbe is. And yen ibe Ibeological views and religmouis posion
represented by the metropoltan moinistry art sunnitrolsi
ând varied ihat anc wonders wbeiber if lehu ot hemselves Uic)
nvould ever manage ta get an together. A (civ wecks cesi
dence bene bas enabled nie ta bear the lcadtng thnebnîkeaol
preachers, and 1 wisb ta prescrit saine ai tbc strange ton.'
trasts 1 bave notcd.

T1IEOLOGICAi. CONITRASTS.

Orîbodox believers iili bc pleased ta knaîv that aii tht
fashionable and popular Fi(tb Avenue pulpit Dr. John Hall
precaches the traditiomual faitb witbott he slighzest admiixture
ai the modern tbeoiogy. Ile attacks no one, but anc casa
rcadily gatber* that bie bas no symrpatby îitb the lîgber
critics. The Bible he reads and preaches is tht ont Caîviis
gave him. He rejoices in the failli as interpretecd by Dr.
Alexander and Dr. Hodge. His people ane nrged ta accept
the infaîlible inspiration ai the Bible, the eficacy ai prayer,
and the supcniaiîy ai Presbyicnianism as truths tisat cannai
be qnestioned. The doctrines that enabled thein forefathers
ta ivc and dit in the hope af eternal lie, thai puril'a ana
comforted their lives and made tbem mecet for beaven, art
eqnaily helpial now. Reason must bow submissivcly ta the
traditional faitb na matter how conîradictory bier teacbaizgs
may appear. Individual investigation is not cmcouragcd, and
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