392

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.,

[Jung 13thy 1888,

Jo— -

THE CANADA PRESBYTLERIAL,
= PUBLISHED BY THE —

Presbytorian Printing and Pub'ishing Company
(C. BLACKETT ROBINSON),

AT 5 JORDAN STREET, TORONTO

Teaus . $2 pet anfiug, W advance,

ADVI RTISING LERM ), —Lnder 3 muntiis, a0 oCuts pei asut,

¢ fasertion , manthe, $1 per line 6 mantha §¢ o per line* ¢ year

2,50 No advertisement charged at less than five lines, Noue other
LhAD QOODICLLIVIALIS AUYEL. (LLiEwta saheon.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, JUME 13th, 1888,

DR. DanNieL Wisus, President of the Toronto
University, dechines to become Sir Dan‘el.  We have
a few men in thes [WVIVITIVS wio can afurd o Jo with
out any prenxes or afiiaes tu theu numes.  Presudent
Wilson is onc of the few. His thousands of friends
and admurers will thaak all the inore of the veteran
Presidens because he deciined wo pul any further al
tachments to lus honoured name.

e

A ¢ooD brother who formed part of the Conference
that tried Mr. Longley began his juggment by saying
that he “had come to the Conference greatly preju-
diced against Mr. Longley, belicving that he deserved
the heaviest penalty.” ‘That brother’s confession will
give a rude shock to the faith of those who beheve
in ecclesiastical tribunals. Before he had heard one
word of evidence or even taken his seat in the court he
had decided that the accused man was guilty | Fancy
a judge going on the bench quite convinced that a
prisoner was guilty, and his mmmd made up that the
man ought to be hanged ! Something dearer thap hife
to a good man was at stake in this trial, and one of
the judges had his decision ready before the trial be-
gan, One cannot help wondernng whether many of
the judges that take part in ecclesiastical tnals de-
cide before they L.ar the evidence as this cazdid bro-
ther did. His candour far surpassed the judicial
qualities of his mind.

THE agitation for Home Rule in Ireland may do
good in a directivn that no one anticipated It may
lead to a reasonably clear understanding that the
Pope must take no active part in pohtics. Thatisa
consummation devoutly to be wished. The Irish
people mect and protest against the Papal rescript
with an amount of vigeur and independence that is
quite relreshing. ‘The league orators lectuze his holi-
ness with a freedom, not tu say fierceness, that is
quite novel in Inish Catholic circles. The outcome
may-be, in fact must be, the lessening of the Pope's
influence in Insh pohucs. The priests, of course,
now stand off a little, but the people do not seem to
think that his holiness has a night to interfere between
them and the Briush Guvernment.  1fthe Pope’s tem-
poral power 1s reduced to a mnimumn in Ireland,
middle-aged men may live to see the P.ovince of
Quebec dehivered from Romish thraldom in il
matters. Perhaps his holiness of Rumne 1s convinced
by this ume that meddl:ing with Insh politics is a
risky kind of business. Whateve. the result of the
agitation in favour of Home Rule may be, should it
lead to the lesseming of the Pope's influence over the
Irish people, no Protestant nced be sorry.

THE Legslature of the State of New York has
unanimously changed the gallows for electricity in
executing the sentence of death upon criminals. Those
who think that crimials should be put out of exist-
ence in one of the most horrble ways imaginable,
will, of course, denounce this mnovation. But even if
the change made in the mode of putting unfortunates
to death is not an imyrovement, some other changes
are undoubted retua.cs.  Visitors, who from motnves
of mawkish curiosity, love io caii upon and speak to
aman soon to be hanged, are hercafter to be kept
out of the prison. Keporters are not to be preseut
when condemned nen are put to ucath, nor are news-
papers to be atiowed to publish a report of the execu-
don. This will be a great boon to ail who hkea clean

newspaper. On the whole, the law s a goud one,
and will, no doubt, soon be passed In other States.
Perhaps some humane politi .ian will make a similar
movenient i Lanada. Thomas D Aicy Mouce ren-
dered the country good service when he introduced
the sw abobshing pubiic exceutivns, [t was con
tended by some at that time that private executions
would lessen the fear of the gallows, and i that way
encoutage wnme. No such result ever folluned.
There 1s brutality enough in the country without
public executions.  To change the mude of eaecution
m.ght not encourage any more than did the reform
.ntroduced Ly the lamented M Ges.

WHEN the Methodists of Canada divided thew
Church tnto local conferences and assigned a certain
amount of work to cach 1t was hoped that less tune
would be given in Conference to routine business and
more to the vital work of the Church and the best
methods of carryingit on. The Guardian says .

This expectation has hardly been as fully realized as could
be desired. In most of vur Conferences the time is so
fully cccupted with routine business and the incidental dis-
Cumivns whieo anse that but o e s fen Il fura
free interchange of thuught on the wants of the Church anid
the best means of supplying them.  Yet no questions can e
ol greater unportutice than our Sunday school work, the
pave and value of crangehsue services, the Lo haud ol
pcachung fur he uaies, Jhe need of persunal cncuation,
and the best methods of conducting our Church services so
as to make them influential for good to all classes.

Add to these the discussion of mission work and you
have a list of the questions that should occupy about
three-fourths of the time of the higher courts of any
evangehical Church. Routine business could be dis-
posed of quite easily, but “the incidental discussions”
are the consumers of tume that ought to be given to
the real work of the Church. When did any Church
court spend half a day in discussing * the best meth-
ods of conducting our Church services so as to make
them influenuial for good to all classes.” These ser-
vices are the very foundation of all real Chutih prosper
ity. If a mimister does not conduct them properly he
is soon sent to the cight-about. And yet the Church
never tries to help the weak brother; in fact never
says a word to him about his mode of conducting ser-
vice until interference is too late to do any goud.

THe Uniled Presoylerian tells its expenience in this
way :

Ve say a thousand good things and get no credit for it ;

but a word that is displeasing brings us all kinds of
teproaches.  Peuple do not learn how o set one thing oves
against anuther and thus sunke an honest baiacee, they
must see all as in agreement with their beliefs and prepes
sessions,
And this reminds us of an incident that occurred in
an Ontario city not long age  An estimable and ac-
complished minister’s wife-—~one whose praise is in
many Churches—warmly thanked a contributor to
this journal for his word, and incidentally added that
he occasionally wrote things with which she could
not quite agree. “It would be difficult,” said the
contributor, “to write every week and say things
with which everybody would agree” ¢ Difficult,”
said the lady; “i would be smpossible” Yes it
would be absolutely impossible, and yet there are
many fairly good people who expect the impossible
to be done. Why expect a journal, secular or reli-
gious, to agree with its readers on every conceivable
point®> Do our best neighbours agree with us on all
questions? Do our nearest friends think exactly as
we think? Would it not be more generous and more
just to give credit for the “thousand good things* and
agree to differ in a few questions? The pulpit is
often treated in the same ungencrous and unjust way
as the press. A minister preaches a hundred fairly
good sermons and there is little said about them.
He puts one foolish sentence into one sermon and it
sects the congregation ina blaze. Is that striking “an
honest balance 2” A4An clderly Christian lady, now in
heaven used to excuse her minister’s occasional weak
sermon by saying, * Many a good onc he gave us.”
\Would that she had more imitators.

IN all such cases as the painful one lately before
the Niagara Conference, there is muach more at stake
than the standing of the person chiefly concerned
The ability of Chur.h Courts to try such cases with
dipuity and impartiality is always tested. Hugh
Muler used to say that in the very nature of things

an ecclesiastical must be the least satisfactory of

-
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tribunals.  Many less competent judges than the
great Scotsman are of the same opinion. The moy
uscful and accomplished ministers may not haw
yudicial minds. Theit teaining and eaperience ate ag
always such as to fit them for delicate judicial work,
An eloyuent preacher may be poorly qualified for s
ing and valuing testimony. Besides this, as Hugh
Miller obsesved, there is a conflict of functions o
ecclesiastical Courts.  The same men act as counse;
on both sides, judge and jury. Any one who ha
ever watched a weak Presbytery wrestliug wib o
difficult case, must have noticed the confusion tha
anses from this conflict of functions. The meinber
are doing their best to unravel the tangled mass be
fore them, but they have not the machinery for gettisg
at the facts n a cool, scientiic way. In the case
alluded to, we understand the most important evd.
ence was put in in written form, Ten minutes cross.
examination might have put an entirely different face
on that evidence. In cstimating the value of tesu.

_mony, jurists always attach a large amount of impo.

ance te the demeanor of a witness. His manner of
giving evidenr e may throw as much light on the wase
as the evidence stself. However, an approximauw
to justice :n all that can be had from any eanhy
Court, and 1f Church Courts give an:approximation,
they do all that can reasongbly be expected of them,
A guud e of isfe s - Keep out of all Courts, civii ang
ecclesiastical, 1f possible, and if that is impossible,
never expect too much from them., The movements
of even judicial minds are rather uncertain.

e r———————
THE HALIFAX ASSEMBLY.

Tii1s evening the Fourteenth General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada will assemble
5t. Matthew's Church, Halifax. To the membershp
of the Church generally the Assembly meetings ar
objects of much interest, and by many prayers hare
been offered up for divine direction and blessing oz
the assembled delegates and for the advancemen
through their instrumentality of His cause whom the
Church seeks to serve.

So far as has yet appeared no question of over
powernng interest is likely to absorb the attention of
the General Assemply. For several years past ibe
Supreme Court of 1he Church has been able to give
tolerably full consideration to questions chicfly of an
administrative character. This no doubt has been
very advantageous to the smooth and harmoniocs
working as well as to the progress and prospenty of
«he Chuich. The Conveners of the pnincipal Schemes
haye had ampie ume for the presentation of their re.
spective claims, and if they have not in all cases re
cewed the attention they deserved, it is not because
they have been crowded out by protracted and discus--
sive debate. To all appearance oratory-at-large o’
the General Assembly 1s a thing of the pasy, and
the mourners for the vanished past that go about (ke
strects are not conspicuous by reason of therr lage
numbers.

So complex and extensive however has the bus.
ness of the Aesembly become that were no subjects
of special nnportance to emerge, except those that
are regarded as ordinary and routine, the timeand ;
attention of the members would be fully taxed. Wk |
questions of grave moment and general importance |
arise, they, of necessity, awaken the interest of ke
delegates and many of them feel called upon togne
them exhaustive discussion. On such occasions, eve
though the time of meeting ts extended, ordinary and
regular business of much importance 1s hurmedly dis-
posed of and many matters are excluded altogetber,
much to the regret and disappointment of brethrea
and their friends having special interest in theo.
Even the business that must be done, is, towards the
end, transacted hurriedly by a thin house, the jadd
members remaining reluctantly and cagerly awartiny
the final benediction. This is felt to be far from satis-.
factory, although the brethren who generally rema3
conscientiously to the close are mostly men of exped.
ence and have the confidence of their brethren. Yo
they do not like to have such grave responsibilities
thrust upon them, and rarely venture to sugges
modifications lest they might fail to meet with tht
approval of the Church at large. _

While the prominent Schemes of the Church ususlly
reccive duc and adequate consideration, these tht
are deemed minor obtain but scant notice. Thereas
certain of the larger Schemes, such as Home ad
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