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DR. DAN1ILL WVsUN, lrcnadent of the Toranto
University, deLlincs tu becomie Sir IlLan'r. WC have
a feîv menrin th&b ..uu&Lt %%'.. .%il %! i_ tu J. vi «'h
out any presixes ut aiiaAeb tLi wacii ià.tiàeb. lz~Jn
WVilson is one of the kwt. lits thousands of friends
and adirais îwill tlî,n, i'.1 the aijre ai :ýe veteran
President Lici.,use lie tic--iètcù Lu iil, uny fuithet .aL

tachments to lis lionourcd naine.

* A OOO0D brother who foraîîed part of the Conférence
that tried bMr. Longley began bis judgmcnt by sayiaîg
that heaI "lîad coule ta the Conférence grcatly preju-
diced against Mr. Longley, belicving tlîat lia dcservad
the heaviast pena'.ty.> That brotlîer's confession wil
giva a rude shock to the faîili ftiose who believe
ini ecclesiastical tribusials. 13efore hie hait heard ane
iword af evidence or aven taken lits seat in the court lia
had decided that the accused man was gus lty 1 k'ancy
a judgc going an the bench quise convîaaccd tlîat a
prisoner was guilty. and his ind macla op that the
man ouglit ta be hanged 1 Somnethitig dearer thatn lîke

ta a good mani was at stake an this trial, and ane ci
thejudges liad lais decision ready belote the trial ba-
gars. One cannat help wvondaring whetlîar anany of
the jtadges that take part an ecclessastical trials de-
cide belore they L,.ar the eviderace as dtas cx1zdid bro-
ther did. His caaadour i.ar surpassed the judicial
qualities af bis iid.

THE agitation for Homme Rule ini Iralaind may, do
good in a dai-tiun th4 t tic, one antM(paated Il ma-y

îcad ta a reabontbly Jlcar "nderslanding that the
Papa mnust take no active part ini pohitics. That is a
cansummirataun devoutly ta be wibhad. The Irish
peopla maet and pratant against the Papal rescript
%ath anainounst ai gour and andapendence abat a5
quate refreshîing. Thec league oratorn lecture bis holi-
ness with a treedoin, flot tu say fierceness, that is
quite novai ina lribl Cathola- cirdles. The autconie
mnay.be, in tact must be, the lessenuing ut the I>opels
influence in Irish polatits. The priests, af course,
now stand off a little, but tia people do flot scem tu
think that his holiness has a right ta interfère betwvcn
tbamr and the British Guverriment. If the Pape's tam-
parai power as redua.ed tu a aninimuin ini Ireland,
niaddla.aged maen may live to sec the P.o'ince af
Quebec cielivared f run Rumash thraldom in .vil
matters. Perhaps hli holanes ai Ruane as canvinccd
by this trne that mcddl.rag with Insul pohitics is a
risky kind af business. WVhatcve. tha rebult of the
agitation an favour ai Home Rule may bc, should it

laad ta tha lassenang af the Pope's influence over the
Irish people, nu Protestant necd bc :iurry.

THE Legîslature af thc Stata cf àXcw York has
unanîmously changed the gallows for electricity in
executang tha sentence af death opon cramanals. Those
who think that craminals shauld ba put out af exist-
ence in otie ai tit nost horrible ways imaginable,
will, ai course, denounce this innovation. But even if
tha change made in tie mode af putting unfortunates
ta daath is not an invrorvemaant, some atlier changes
are undoubtaci rau..s ibilstrb, vho trainm antae
af mawkisb curaosaty, love ta çaaa uLii and bpaak ta
a man soion ta bc hanged, are harcaiter ta ba kept
out af the prison. 1<eporterb are nat tu bc prescrit
when condemneci aen are put ta ucath, nui are tiens.
papers ta ha aitowed ta pubaas>h a repart at tic execu-

tion. Thas watt bc a great boon toasti wao likea dlean
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racaispapea. on tilt %vigule, the lase a& a goud cie,
atnd will, no doubt, soon bc passed Ini othiar ýtatcs.
Ilerhaps santie launane paliti iant ailI milike a sianilar
aîîuvenaaît &ni Lanada. r'humas L) Aaa.y Mluace ren-
clered the country gaod service Mien lie introdua.ed
tia itv atbais5lisng pulJit#. eACa.uttufl. IL %a. un .f
tendcd by somae at that tinlac titat pravate executions
vutaid lassben the ieîrufa tiac gallonaîs, anud aul daat vvay
enuîagc %.iame. ýNu àuJi resuIt c,,ci fallane.d.
fIacre as brutaliay enotigh an the toaantry %vithout
piublit. cAcuttunf. Tu a.hî,îr,;e the aitde ai c.Aca.aktoi
tia.glit ni ento.urage any mîore tlian dia the raforii
-ratrodu.-ed Uv the li<.nented N1,.Gce.

WViîllN the Mà%cflaodists ai Caniada eivided their
Claurcla auto local conféenices and aîssignedl a certain
amalunt ut work ta cach at avas haped that less tiane
%vould ha gavens iii Conférence ta routinae business aand
mîort ta the vital iwork of tha Claurcla and UIl bast
nîetlaads af carrying it an. Tlîe Guardiian says.

Thais ex.eatation lias haiîdly been as fully tralized is ceuid
ha detired. Inuianost of aur Conf'xrences thec tila.- is s0
Juiîy occupacd aali routine tàusanes raid thea uncauvuail dab-
4.u3à&ufl tlsîiu, arase liasa but i.ttio ..tac là ..ftcià 1k [t.u -à
fiet aîtierchanagtcu ai a.uugîit on the vviiits ùfth îl* hufda on'l
ahe, tcst rirans of supplyiiig thcm. Vet no questions can Ifa
ai greater anport.nce than aur bunday school waîlc, tha

1 àat~c anad value ut. tvangetastia. sesîVices, ti.c Lts kaîi ul
i.icoll.à.. fLi lac aie$, Îleacce,l ut 1,Cis.mnal i.i c.
and the best iaacîhoas af coraducting aur Chaurcla services su
au ta naîka therai ilfluental for good ta aIl classes.

Add ta thase the discussion ai mission wark and you
have a list ai the questions that slîould occupy about
threc-fourths af the dime ai the higlier courts ai any
evangelical Church. Routine business could ha dis-
posed ai quita easily, but Il tha incidentaI discussions"1
ara the consumers ai tame that auglat ta ha gaveai ta
the real wark ai tîme Churcla. Whan dad any Chtirch
court spand balf a day an discussang Il the hast math.
odb ai conducting aur Claurch sarvaces su as ta make
them influeinttal far good ta ail classes." Tliest. ser-
Sa-cs ara the very faundataon ai aIl real hurd.i praspar

at>. If a manîstar doas not candua.t thean pmoperly ha
às soon sent tt, tlîe rght-about. And yet the Claurch
nevar tries ta help the weak brother ; in tact neyer
saiis a word ta flita about has mode ai conductiuig 5ar-
% ice until antariarence is tua lit ta do any goud.

TiLE Uid Presbyterian tells ats experience in thas
wvay :

Wec say a thousand good things and get nu credit for it
but a woid abat is displeasing brings us aIl lrunds af
reproaches. Peuple do fl karaain ta L set ane thaaag uvei
agaim>st .anýiic and dauà àtrike an }i..rîcaa t.,ar.cc
naust ,ce ait as In agicenernt vith thiri beliefs and prcpv.s
sessions.
Auad tlais reminds us of an incident that occurrcd in
an Ontario city not long ago An est;mable and ac-
conaplished ministerls wife-oac whose praisa is in
iany Churches-warinly thanked a contributor ta

this journal for his word, and incir'Cfltally added tlaat
ha occasionally avrota thiuigs with -vhich she could
nat quite agre. "It would be dilffcult," said the
contributor, " ta write every week and say things
avith which everybody would agre.> ai Difficult,"
saidi the lady ; l' il woudd be im ossibl" Il aYs IL
would ha absolutely impassible, and yct thera are
many fairly good people avho expect the impossible
ta ha donc. Why expect a journal, secular or reli-
giaus, ta agrea with its readers an avery ccanceivable
point P Do aur best neighbours agrea with us an aIl
questions ? Do aur naarest friands think exactly as
we think? Would it flot ha mora generous and mare
jusa to gave credit for the aIthousand gaad thinga>' and
agrea ta differ ini a iawv questions? The pulpit is
often treated in the samse ungencrous anid unjust way
as the press. A munister preaches a huiadred fairly
good sermons and there is little said about ahem.
He puts aria ioolish sentenca inta ana sermon and it
sets the congregatian in a blaze. Is that striking Il an
lionest balance?" An cldarly Christian lady, noav in
heaven used ta excusa her miruister's occasional weak
sermon by saying, " Many a good ane ha gave us."'
W%-ould that she had more imitators.

IN azll xa.ch cases as the painful ana lataly belote
the Niagara Canierence, thare is mach more at staka
than the standing af tue persan chiefly cancened
Îhe ability, of Chura.h Courts ta try such cases wih
dig'aaty and impartiality is alvaiys tested. H ugli
INIjez usad ta say that in the vcry nature of things
an eta(dasiaatical musst bc the leat satisfactory af

jutir 13thi 1 a,

tribuatls. Many lcss campettent judgcs than the
great 4;cotsman are ai the saine opinion. The niosi
uselul and accanaplished ministers may not have
judi.tal aiinds. Tlacar tramtn'ng and cAperience aie nlt
alvyays sucli as ta fit tOset for dalate judicial wvoîk
An eautluent pread.icî naay bc pooily qualified fût î3.

ing and valuiaag tcstimony. I3asides tlais, as Hlugli
Millet obseîved, dite is a canllitt ai functions ut
cc.lcs;ast;t;al Courts. The samne mcen act ns courise5
oui bath sidas, judga and jury. Any ane wlîo liai
ees aaî.lîd a %wcak rresbytery wrcstlikig n.ib ,
dtffi-.uit casa, must have noticcd the confusion thai
arisas (romn théis canulict ai functions. The mearbet>
-ira doing tlieir bast ta unravel the tangled masis lie.
fora tlicm, but they have not tlae machinary for getttDg
at tha facts an a cool, scientific way. lIn tîte case
alluded ta, %ve xanderstand the niosi important cvad.
ence was put in in wvritten fortin. Test minutas crost.
exaination miglît have put an entirely difféent tact
on thiat evidenca. In cstunaating tie value of testa.
many, jurists always attach a large amount 'ai impoli.
ance tu the demeanor ai a witnass. His manier of
giving eaidenre may thîrow as mucli light an the .ue
as the esîtdcni e atsclf. Hawever, an approxmatua
ta justice an ail that tan ha had tramr any carîbîj
Court, and il Clîurch Courts gave an.4 approximaion,
they do a". that cars reasun4bly bcecxpccted ai tlaca.
Aguud uit.ufitsaei as ep aut of ail Courts, ClISî â05

acclesiastîcail, if possible, and if that is impossibit,
luevar expect toca much front them. The movemtuts
ai aven judicial minds are rathar uncertain.

THE ZIlLIFAX ASSEMBEY

Titis evenîng the Faurteenth Genaral Assenibly cf
tha Presbyteraan Church ini Canada avilt a.esemble in
bt. Matthew's Cliurch, Halifax. Tu the mcmbershp
af the Churcli generally thc- Assembly meetings art
abjects af mach înterast, and by many prayars haie
bean alïcred up for divine direction and blessiag oz
the .assamblad delegatas and for tha advancemena
througlî thear instrumantality ai Mis causa whorn the
Church seaks ta serve.

Sa far as bas yat appearcut na question ai avyez.
poivering interest is likely ta absorb the attention of
alie General Asscmbly. For sevaral years pasithae
Supreme Caurt ai tha Church has bean able ta give
tolerably full considaration ta questions chicfly aflan
administrative character. This nu doubt has been
vcry advantageous ta the smooth and harmoniors
%varking as well as ta tha progress and prasparity oi
t Chuaa.b. The Conveners ai the principal S,hemau.

liave hadt ample tame for the prescrntation ai thear re-
spective dlaims, and if they have not in ail cases le-
caîved the attention thay de5erved, at as aîot beacrs
thay hava been crowded out by protracted and discus.,
save debate. To ail appearance aratary-at-largc an'
the General Assambly as a thing ai tha pasa, and
thae mourners ior the vanashed past that go about LL-
strects are noir canspicuaous by reasan af their 1ari,
nunibers.

ba complax and extensive hoavever haq the buis.
ness ai -lia Aesembly became that %vers no subjecas
af special iamportance ta emerge, axcept those ilhat
are regarded as ardanary and routine, the tame and.
attention ci the mambers would ba fully taxed. Wbtn
questions ai grava moment and general importance
arase, tbey, ai necessity, awaken the interest of the
dalegates and many ai themt fea called upon ta grie
themt exhaustive discussion. On such occasions, cmi
though the tama ai meeting as axtanded, ardinary and
regular business ai much importaunce as hurriedly dis-'
posed ofiand many matters are excluded altagthr,
much ta tha regret and dasappoantment ai bretbran
and thear friends having spacial interest ini then.
Evern the businass that must ha donc, is, towards the
end, transacted hurriedly by a thin house, the iaded.
meaubers ramaining reluctantly and cagerly avv-aitinr
the final bcnaediction. This isfelt ta be far from satis-.
iactory, although the bretliren wlaa ganarally rmn:
canscientuously ta the close are mnostly mari ai expeai-.
ence and have the confidenca ai their brcthren. Yet
tbey do not likae ta have such grave responsibilititei
thrust upon them, and rarely ventura ta suggest.
modifications lest they might fait to meet with the'
appraval af the Church at large.

While tbe prominant Schemes of the Churicb usuelh
re caive due and adaquate consideration, those tel
are deemed minar obtain but scant notice. Thercare
certain of the larger Scheanes, such as Hme and,


