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CHAPTER XIX.-MR. KILGORE RECOVERS HIS HEALTH,
AND 1115 DAUGHTER RECOVERS SOMETHING BETTER.

Wben Fanny returned, full of anxiety and curiasity, from
ber 'achoal at noan, she faund the family with disturbed and
salenin faces, activeiy engaged in ministening ta their unex-
îected patient. Mary, intenscly excited, was busy witb
such offices for ber father as she cauld perfarrn witbout enter-
irîg bis presence, tbough ber caution was unnecessary, for be
was unconsciaus. Dr. Gilbert had bled bim after bis re-
mavat toabed. This bad reiieved bis more urgent symptona;
but there foliowed long fits af fainting, and these, in tamn,
had been succeedcd by a violent reaction, accornpanied by a
bat, delirium. He raved about bis daughter, alternately
curaing ber for ber disabedience, and piteousiy pieading with
ber ta return ta ber borne. Mucb of this incoberent language
Mary overbeard; and it was the cause af a profound revul-
sion in ber feelings. It called back the aid lave wbich she
once bad cberisbed fat ber fatber, and in ber sensitive spirit
awakened questions as ta the prapriety of wbat she bad
done. How fat was abe guiltily responsible for this catas-
trophe ? Had abe not been aehfiab ? Had she not been
basty ? If ber father sbould die, wauld flot the blarne of.bis
deatb be at ber charge ?

H-er father bad seemed ta ber like an iran man-a man
witbout a beart. She bad neyer dreamed that any event
could tbraw bim tram bis balance-that any exciternent that
be migbt feel an ber account couid proceed ta such a criais
astbat wbich bad prostrated him. As he lay, belplesa and
rnoaning, away framn home and friends, a founitain of long

frozen and pent-up tenderneas in ber heart gusbed fartb.
Th'e bard, imperiaus defiant father had repulsed flot only
berself, but ber ayrnpatby and affection ; the belpiess and
friendlcss father melted ber.

It was natural, ai course, that, in this boum of hem dark-
neas and triai, abe abauld cail upan Arthur Blague for
assistance. Accordingly, ail the tirne be cauid spare fram
bis business, be apent at the bedide ai tbe patient, minis-
tering ta bis wants, and cantrolling bur in the more violent
demaonstratians af bis disease.

Days camne and went, Fanny still attending ta the duties
of the achoolmistreas, and the latter doing everything which
she could do foi ber father. The fever and the delirium
passed away at ast, and they tbreatened ta leave bim in the
arms of deatb. Tbrough aIl these weary days and nights,
Mary had wept and prayed-wept for the pain ahe bad
caused, and prayed far the forgiveness af aIl that Gad bad
seen of wrong in ber treatment of her fatber-prayed that be
might recaver, and that then, wbile bis banda werc weak,
and tbc eye of the warld, wbicb he so mach regamded, was
rcmoved froni bim, the great Spirit, wbicb moulda and
moves the hearts of inen, would tam bhis beart taward ber
and the man wbom ber love bad made sacred ta ber.

On the evening wben the fever reachcd its criais, Dr.
Gilbert camne dawn stairs, and taking bis seat in the pariaur
by Mary, told ber that the nigbt would prabably decide ber
fatbem's fate. She gatbered tram the expression of bis face
and tbe tone of bis voice, that, in bis judgrnent, tbe event
was probiematical. Up ta this time she had flot cansented
that bis New Yark friends sbauld be made awarc af bis iii-
neas, and she feit that there was anather terrible respansi-
bility upan ber. She icamned that he was lying in entire un-
cansciausneas, bis excitement aIl gane, and is pulse but
feebly fluttering with ile. Lier reserve was laid aside in a
moment. Sbe rose ta ber feet, struggling ta contrai the
convulsions ai ber grief, ascended the stairs, and, àfor the
flrst tume, entered the chamber wbere hem father lay. Arthur
was theme, endeavouing ta compel tbe patient ta awallow a
stimuiating draught. She quietly toak the cup frrni bis
band, and indicateil ber wisb that be should retire. The
moment the door was cloaed, she sank upan ber knces, and,
pressing ber lips ta ber father's cold and ciammy hand,
burst ia an uncontroliable fit of weeping.

As the first guat of ber aoraw subsîded, abe began ta
pay. At the beginning, hem words werc camneat and im-
portunate wispers; but soan ber voice, in the stress af ber
passion, joined in the utterance, and the' very walls of the
room seemed ta listen ta, and drink in, the language of ber

p laint and hem petition. She prayed that God, the Ahi-
Loving, the AiI-Merciful, the AI-Pawerful, would restore

ber father ta bealtb-and then and there He wauld reveal
Himself to succour and ta save. She prayed for ber own
pardon, and for grace ta bear the biow, if ber father sbauld
be taken tram ber. She payed that, if the life whicb was
become so preciaus ta ber sbauld be spared, out of this
great trial and great danger might sping preciaus fruits af
qaod ta ber and ail wbo were dear ta hem. Often pausing,
she kissed the band she beld, and exciaimed: Alas! that
I sbould be the cause af ibis 1"

At lerîgtb she rose, and placed ber band upan ber fatber's
damp braw, and smootbcd back the tbin white hair upon
the temples, and listened ta bis breatbing. Tben she sank
upan ber knces again, and batbed bis band witb tears.

Precious ministry of filial lave ;-bruised and trodden
under feet for many lang and cruel montbs, yet still vigoraus
at tfe-rnnt, and ful 0of perfume in itsake bachs

frame. " Do yau know me? " she cxciaimed. " Do you
knaw your Mary? "

The feeble lips tried ta utter a reply, but the tide of life
bad not yet risen ta them. A genthe return of the pressure
wbicb she bad maintained upan bis band was bis response.

" And do you-can you-fargive me ? Tell me s
and tbe band, as it respanded, was covered witb kisses.

Then came ta the excited and grateful daugbter another
gusb af tears. Wby does she weep now ? Ah ! there is
anotber question wbich she longs ta ask ! She besitates.
On tbat question bang the equivalents af life and death ta
her. She bad become aware tbat behind the veil of weak
and powerless flesb befare ber, there was a spirit wbose eyes
and ears bad been open during ail ber presence in the
chamber. She knew, wben those tears slid aut upari her
father's cbeek, tram eyes that seerned asleep, that there was
a waketul saul behind tbem, in calîn consciousness ail the
wbîle. She knew that he bad been touched by ber presence
and ber prayers. She f cît that somebow God bad made ber
a ininister of life ta bim. She shaped ber question. It was
b(ief, and as she breatbed it ta ber eartbly father, bcr
tbougbts went upward, far above tbat powerless fanm, ta
1-lu wbo was fceding the springs af its rcturning life, witb
the prayer for favour.

"lAnd irn? "
A sbadow of pain gatbered upon those pale fatures-a

spasm of distres-indicative of the struggle wbich that littie
question caused in bis feeble mmnd. Mary watcbed hirn
witb trernbling anxiety, condemning berself for putting bim
ta sucb a trial in such a candition. A trernar passed over
bis frarne, as if be bad summoned biniseif ta a great decision.
Mary rase suddenly ta ber feet in alarm,, and bent ber face
close ta bis. Slowly the long-sealed cychida apened, and
fatbcr and daugbter gazed into eacb otber's eyes. Tbe
strtîggle was aver, and a feeble arile, full of kindness,
ligbted for a marnent the old man's face, and tben tbe eyes
closed agaîn.

To this maoment of perfect recanciliation witb ber father,
Mary iii after years loaked back as t4ie bappiest in ber life.
It translated ber at once from tbe realm of doubts and dark-
ness in whicb she bad waiked since she left ber borne, inta
tbe realrn of ber fondest dreams-fromn realities of the
sterneat mould inta probabilities of life tbat seerned impos-
sible of realization from the supernal charni witb which ber
laving imagination bad invested them. Broad and brigbt
before ber opened the patbway of the future. In a marnent
ber beart bad travelled over the distauce tbat interposed
between&ber and bu ta wbo ora many weary monthas she
bad been lost, in anticipation of the meeting wbicb sbould
repay for ail anxiety and ail suffering. During the rapid
passage of tbaugbts tbat crawded tbrougb ber mind, ber
thankas went upward ail the tume ta Hini ta wbase averruling
providence she traced ail tbe blessedncas of the moment, as
incense riscs beavenward from censers swung by unregarding
cbiidren.

As the srniie faded from ber fatber's lips, she stooped and
irnprinted a kiss upon tbern, full of tenderness and gratitude,
sayîng: " Father, you will get wcii, and we shaîl be bappy,
very happy again. Now I must write some letters, and you
must slecp. I shahl sit witb you to-nigbt, and no band but
mine shahl nurse you bercafter." She then adrninistered the
cordial that Arthur bad left, and retired from the room.

As she camne again ino the presence of the family, ber
countenance beamed as if she bad stood upon the Mount of
Transfiguration. She sboak tbe doctor's band in ber joy,
and kissed Aunt Catbarine and Fanny. ("O my friends! I
arn bappier than I can tell yau. My faîber 's crisis is
past-be wilh get well-and webare friends. " Ahi werc glad
in ber bappinesa, but tbeir sympatby was accompanied by a
pang whicb ail experienced alike. Tbat wbicb braught joy
ta ber separated ber froni theni.

Leaving ber ta write ber etters ta ber New York friends,
infomming thern of tbe illness of ber father and bis apparent
amendment, we will pass over two or tbree days, and look
in upan anc of these friends.

The bours of bnsincss wcrc over in Mr. Frank Sargent's
modest establishînent, and its entcrprising proprietor bad
withdrawn ino bis littie counting rooni, and shut ta the
door. For a wbile, be tbauigbt of bis business ; and tbere
came to him, strangcly, tbougbîs about Miss Fanny, Gilbert's
navet. t bad flot succeded-wauld flot sell. He must
write ta tF e doctor, and dlaim the fulfilment of that gentle-
man's phedge ta share the bass wbicb the publication of tbe
book had occasioned. He tbougbt of the dactor, and tried
ta imagine the features of bis daugbter. He could flot get
tbcm aut af bis mmnd. Tbey and the book haunted birn. If
bis tbougbts strayed away, or were forced away into other
matters, tbey came back immediately ta tbem.

lic tied of this at ast, and, unhocking a ittle drawer at
bis side, he drew forth a letter that be had read a tbousand
times before, but anc whicb always gave him an impetus
into everies that drove business out of bis mi. He opened
and read :

"«My DEAR FRANK,-TIis nigbt I take anc af tbe mast
important steps of my life. My fatber and I bave bad a
long conversation about yau, in wbicb be bas endeavoured
ta make me renounce you, and break my pledge ta yau. 1
bave reasoned witb bim, besougbt birn, on my knecs beggcd
of bu ta relent, but ail ta no purpase. lie forbids you the
bouse, and commanda me ta renounce you for ever, or ta
renaunce bim. H-e was very angry, and is implacable. 1
bave takenthe lterativebe«oersme. I shal lenaeNew,
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blessings of our lives. Have no fears for me. if an grtll
trial befail me, you shall know it ;,and when the tuae
corne for the realization cf our wisbes and the redeniptIOflu
our pledges it will declare itself. Neyer doubt me. lo
flot be untrue to you. Rernember that I leave rnv hore a
you. We may flot marry n0w. Vou are not? ready fat
marriage.

"lForgive my seeming coolness, for my beart is bedD
for you. Do flot be unhappy. Cast your care upon ii
who cares for you. (3od bless you, Frank, and kecp ?,

"Your own, MARY.
The closing words of this letter be read, and read 1 . -The abrupt sentences and the marks of tears, flot yet Oh 'te

rated, sbowed in what a passion of tenderness tbey were
written. Nearly three years had passed away sitice tbst
letter was received, and its words were the last be bad seen
frorn ber hand. Where on the earth's face she wandeted ot
sojourned, he k new flot. Whether she were still1 in the laind
of the living, be knew not. It had cost bim the daily cxc!
cise of al his faitb in ber and in God ta maintain bis c 0 rg
and equanimity. lier father had visited bum in anger, ded
manding the biding-place of his daugter ; and wberi he had
stated the substance of tbis letter, and tbe fact that he 5bSO-
lutely knew notbinig of ber, be was told tbat be lied.

Tbe letter lingered in bis hands. It was indued Wîth o
new cbarm. There was a strange vitality in its utterlances
that took boid of bis beari witb a fresb power. As lieSo
regarding it, it seemed as if the spirit of Mary was at bis
side, looking over bis shoulder. In tbe twiigbt, he hord'y
dared ta stir; and a superstitious fear crept over im-a fest
tbat bis Mary was indeed dead, afld was present witbhil
in a form whicb he could nat see.

He was startled frorn tbese imaginations at last by the
entrance of bis errand-boy, witb a package of lettetS frorn
tbe post-office. The first upon wbicb be laid bis banid hod
upon it tbe post-rnark, "lCrampton, N. H." Tbe band 'W
the same tbat be bad been perusing. lHe opened it and
read :

"lDEAR FRANK,-Come! MA Rvw
lie sprang ta bis feet transformed. Tbe listiessileas

gone, and every nerve in bis frame tbrilled witb exciteneft*
Tbe nigbt-boat bad left, and, tbougb impatient beyofld e%'
pression, be was obliged ta wait until morning before Settang
out. In the meantime be bad a world of business ta attend
ta. lie sent for bis principal cierk, told bim that be sboUîld
be absent for several days-bow long be couid not teli.-afl
gave bim ail the necessary directions for carrying 011tbe
business. Ie replied ta bis letters, laid out work for bis
cierks, and in tbree bours bad transacted more business tbSr'_ ie
an ordinary man would bave done in -as rnany days.
looked forward and provided for the payrnent of bis notes'
and, arranging for the daily intercbange of letters betWvee1i
birnself and bis establishment, retired ta bis boardiig bouse
ta prepare for bis journey. e

Now that we are ta sec more of Mr. Frank Sargefity
shouid know more ab)out bim. It will be se-n re3dily
enougb that be was not a great man. \Vby did sa good and
so noble a wornan love hirn? Simply because be was truc,
and bad life in bim. Wberever be went, there went glad,
ness and vîvacity. Frank Sargent was aiways wide awike'
lie only needed tbe presence of baîf a dozen people ta Stiilu'
late birn into the most deligbtful drolleries. People loved
ta hear him talk, whether be uttered sense or nonsense. lie
could sit clown by the ide of an oid woman and cbarm lber
with bis tide of srnall talk, or fralic witb a band of netirT

cbildren, until bis coat tails were in danger. lie we5 a
great man in smail parties, an indispensable man at picnic,
tbe superintendent of a Sabbatb scbool, a Ilbioddy Whig
in politics as be deligbted ta calbimscîf, and the fIeo
zealous and earnest of bis circle in a revival of religion. jý
was a man wbo stirred up every circie be entered, and Was
welcorne everywbere cxcept at tbe bouse of tbe eider Kilgore.

The reader bas already learned incidentally tbat heha
been a cierk in the bouse of tbe Kilgore Brothers. b In
bouse be bad rnade biniself very popuilar, botb at borne and
aw.ay, for be bad travelled for the bouse quite extenislvely.
The aid man had once greatly deligbted in Frank Sargenit'
Wben he came back from bis long trips, it was the bigbest
entertainment the elder Kilgore had at bis comnmanid, ta in'
vite Frank borne ta dine with hirn, and bear birn relate bis
adventures by the way, and tell of bis ingeniaus mretbodS
for entrapping "llame ducks," a kind of garne wbich the
bouse, in its large and widcly extended operatiatis, ad il
goad deal ta do wit h. Many were the bouts wb icb the

vivaciaus traveller belpcd Mr. Kilgore ta pass pleaso'
awey, and great was Mr. Kilgore's admiration of, and coiifi-
dence in 1dm. Fertile, volatile, voluble, wit a grcatc 5
city for business, a tborougb devotion ta the interestsf
employer, and a sense of Cbristian~ honaur wbicb alwey 5

manifested itFelf as the basis af bis cbaracter, be was, itideed,
no mean campanian for an old man like Mr. Kilgore. .

Stili, Mr. Kilgore always regarded bim as an inferio
man ta be patranized and encouraged, particularly Sa o
as be was an efficient minister ta the prosperity of the bouse,
and aided in tbe digestion af a good dinner. Frank 5 5,gent
knew the aid man, anà bumoured bum by aiways Il eeinl
bis place "-going fia furtbcr than be was led. This r
Kilgare appreciated ; and be regarded the young.nmatiht


