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NlI' I'E-AlS CALLS.
A 'ilEIOo~îbusage is the New V'car caîli.
like nany other tluings it may menu mucîs or it may
men littHo. 'lle frieridly intercîtange ef greet-
huigs andI icll ivishces is aI clenough, and te this ne
reasonable person tan object. Many of the ordinary
cuurtesies and civilities of life, possessing but littie sig-
nificance in tlimselves, are nevertlueless cf consider.
able '.aluc in îureroting friendly intercourse. Brusque.iiess and :sngularitics are toned down, and r.uuch
irritation is a% oidied by tlic exorcise cf a little civility.
In matukind naturaîll there lingers a little oftfle sav-
age, whicu rit the sliglitest provocation is only tee
rcady te rceoal itsclf. It nsay be pcrfcctly truc that
these cheap cotîrtesies afford but a thin venter. Still
it is better than tht rougit andI gnarled surface of an
tiapulishiec nature.

Genuine friendship, even social amenities, demp.nd
somuething more shan thc rncaningless fornalit;es of
swhat is often understood to bc included in the seciesy
caîl, shough eveci that is net ivithout uts use. Tht
New Vear cal, is neot in itsclf te bc condemncd as a
ntuoainglcss sham. People whlosc busy days exclt"de
tîtetu front epportunities of visiting, save at rare inter-
vals, finci thc first day cf (lie ycar a suitable and ap*
propriate tinte for mnaking a circuit ansong thecir fritnds
and accluaintances. The brief but jocund saluta-
tiens and fervent good wîslies shced a gleain of pleasure
n many circles, and the bonds cf fricndship are
strcngtliencd.

15 is, howcer, decply te bc regrettcd that around
this good old custoni of Nc% Ycar's visiting reprehien-
sible customns shoulcl have been entwvined. On aIl
liands it is nowv acknowledgcd that flic habit of treat-
ing vîsitors te intoxicatng drinks us an ebjectionable
one. «rte folly eftshe custom is freely cencedecl but
it still lingers. Even yet tht later visits are accorn-
plislied tinder considerable difficulties, affording any-
thung but pîcastire Io citîler party. Such a sutae ef
tluings is foît se be dcgrading, and flic sime-wvern cx-
cuses hiavz a drcaclfully liollow ring about thenu. If
fins te bc clieerfuli), confesscd thas of late Vears tihere
lias been a mtarkted progress in social reforus, but meoss
peopule iiow as, dui the habit cf provîdîng ardent re-
freshîsnenus bc rcferrned out cf existence. \Vîneistiov
raî-cly efiered to cahIers on ýNctv Year's day, btît in toe
inany cases it îs in presenice andI the tînperary guest
is at liberty te, help luiniscîf. To a greas ex\tens this
thirovs the respoussibility sujon tht caller, but nos alto-
getîter. It is a lingering and unnocessar3- sacrifice se
a belaitcd superstition. Tht gond ladies who makze
such provision fer their friends have no intention et
doîng cvil, but ccunsisttncy and principle ahike require
thtc reinoval of what miglit cause thecir n1cighbours te
offcnid.

Tht %%ell-nighi exploded idea shuat a genereus hespi-
tality is incompatible svith strictly temperance princi-
pIcs stili influences soîne te continue a custom afier
sbcy arc cenvinced that it is usclcss if not daingerous.
Several yoars ago it retîuired soînc degrec et courage
te depart (rom general usage. It roquires nn sacrifice
now. In thc naine et cemmeiin scnsc, te mention
nothing highier, lot tUi'c% ewVer call and the intoxi-
cating cup bc forevcr clissociated. The pleasure and
huappiness et recci% cd and recriver svill bc greatly in-
crcased, nos diminishced. %Vlctlucr ether rcfrcshmnens
shosuld or shoîîld not bc pro,.idcd sse dIo nos juresumo
to say. It is muraIs net inannors witb whicb v.-c are
cbicfly concerned. Wliatcvcr tends, though ina mod-
ifltd %vay, toe ceunitcnance and perpotuate the drinking
usages should have ne place in wcll-regulatcd Cliris-
than homes. WVc cordiaily wish al] otîr rentiers a
happy and a plcas.int timcand a Happy Nctr earon
wvhich tbey are about to enter. Tht disconsinuance
cf an indefensible habit, 've arc sure %vil] cause ne
ont tht shîgbscst regret. lt %vili add se, net cract
(rom, the happincss ef ail cenccrncid.

MJ$.ISI')NA.e R) YMtiSE TIN GS.
Ta-t missienary meeting 1 What niingled inemories,
and varied associations thet wehl-]notn wvords reca.
Thcy will revive rcollcetions in the unînd% et eIder
readcrs of tht days whcen railway facilities %vere not,
wvlicn t.isteful Presbyttrian chsurch edifices new Ice bc
scon throughout the land, %vcre unbuilt, whcn earrsost,
selt-sacrifucin ' pioncers. in the wvork ef tht Gospel
v.isited in succession tht scattcred greup)s e Preshytori-
tan fa-milies w-ho hail gen nto tht tonrest se, rear homos
for tbeinsolvcs and lay the foundatios of industrious
%vcll.doiing. Stirring.addressess onnmissions-ss'osuld bt

delivtred se small but dceply intes-csted audiences.
Froni these meetings great tlii.ags have cerne. lIm-
pulses %verc received fitîtasre (cît in the larger and
better ezganizcd nsissietiary efforts of tlie Chuurch at
the present time. Frons several o! our country con-
gregations have corne the best mîssionarîts now
Iabouring se dcvetedly in tîte home and foreugti fields.

Tht days referrcd te, iere cînys of leîsurccoînpareul
wvith our owvn. People in tht country ceuld in many
cases devote a 'vhiole day te the missiorsary meeting
and slîink it %%-ll spent. That cannot nov bc looked
for, but fltcnsissionary meeting for diffusing intelli-
gence, quickcning zeal, and enabling tlic people te
realize their respensibility reftsing se the extension et
thte Gospel us et as much importance as ever. It
nuiglut, it eught te beconse much more effective than it
bas yet been. It lias rendcred important service in
tht pass ; it is capable of doing still more valuable
work in tht future.

The esher wttk, reference svas roade te the splen-
did mecetings lield in Erskine Cîturclu, Miontreal, wsîere
tht various congregasuens unused un holding a stries of
anniversary inissîonary nmeetings. The condition
aid clais et the principal nissionary agencies et
tht Churcu were ably and cloqucntly discussed by
lcading ministers. To tht enserprising fricnds in
Mentreal distance is ne obstacle. Thougb short is a
traditional belief that wvisdomn coînes frem the east,
they neyer hesitate se invite representative bretîtren
frein tlic west te taike part in these great missienary
gathuerings. The plaît has wreught admirably in Mon-
treal. In other centres if migbs aIse be adopted with
like geod results. There are niany places, bowever,
ss-lere thuis vould bc inapplicable. In diflerent lecali-
tics conditions s-ary; what might be the best possible
mctbod in anc place %veuld bc unsuitable in anesher.
Tise result is tht chiet thuing se be ainîed at-a luearty
and soul-inspiring meeting in every cengregasion
shreughout tht Church.

It is truc et tht pas- that in soune instances tht
innumai missiennry mteeting was almnost extinguished
by dullîncss and lack cf adaptatiun. Estimable
brethreu would doliver long-vcry long-addresscs
wvithuout point and wvitut defiutite aint. Thcy startcd
wsiîh the correct idea thas the field is tht %vorld, and
tltcy therefore telt that thcy had a roving commission.
These days, wc repeat, ha.ve genebv. In evtry Pros-
bytry of the Clurch, in every district, minissers arej
fosuind wh-o can spcak most cffcctively on tht various
aspects et mission is-ork. AI] lnt is needed is tht
propcr distribution eftsopics. One brother excols un
stasistical mtaternent Hetshoroughly grabps his sub-
jet, and can nuake it comprchensiblc and interesting
se nny audience ; anotitor, botter skilled in the figures
et speech, has aise abundant scope for tht cxcrciscet f
his gifs. A third, wsho bas ltimsclf lit deeply in-
terested in the hissory cf missions, wilt hc able te,
cemmunicate an array et tacts ne lcss interestiusg te
bis hearers, while many others can spcak cloquently
on the duty et prenching the Gospel se evcry croa-
turc. In ail cases thsere must hc fauitbful and rartul
preparation. No man can hold te attention et bis
fellewnien on any subjcct by merely talking purposo-
Icss platitudes. The missuonnry meeting might be
made a far nmore powecrful.agcncy than it nesv is, stim-
ulasing te holy consecratien, and svell-dîrccted.acsivisy
in pronioting the one great purposo for whieh the Chris-
tian Cluurch cxsts-the proclamuation ofthbe Gospel et
tht blesscd God, for the adivanccment et His glory un
tht rescue et the pcrisbing.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE PUBLIC
SCNOOLS

IN the wvork of education the most perplexing problem
se soîvc is the one frequcnsly tcrrsid " the rohiglous
difficulty' It haispresented issoît vherever a nationatl
system et education bas beon adoptcd. In England
and Scolln<i, %vhere an admirable sysiom is non-
mnaintaincd, it took, many years se reach a practical
barmonizing et wbait fer a long tixnc appoared te bc
irrccorcilablc contradictories. Churchumcn and Non-
cenformnists in England confronted cach ether. North
oft he Tis-eed, Prcsbytcrianisns for a time maintainedl
a thrce-corntred contess. Tht Establishod Church-
mars shoughs the admirable sysîcm et parish schools,
once se suitable for the ivhole country but failing
svhere the n-anst o ducational ahiies wcrec mess
nccdcd, in tht large citits, should remain unchangcd.
Tht Fret Chsurchman s-vanted- a national sysscm, but
ho wantcd tisas systcnsi te cmbrace religiaus instru-

tion. The unflinching United Presbyterian voluntary
demanded a national systein of education, but con.
tcnded that flic State was not coînp4tent cither to
tcach religion or to pay for its bcing taughit. Various

Iconciliatory measures %wcrc doomed to failure. At
last the conclusion %vas reachci that to sccure a great

jpublic good, on which th,! welfarc of the nation de.
pended, certain compromises had Io bc made. No
section of the conmmu.tity could have its own way ai-
togcther. No particular churchi coutl impose its Pc.
culiar ideas on the great bodly of tlic people. The
large-minded and large-heartcd ndnisters of ail de-
numin.ttunà, sought fur principlcs of harmony, flot for
points of difference. In reference te the Scottish cd-
ucational measure, 'while it was bcing popularly dis-
:ussed, the Rev. William Arnot in his hearty, genereus
and effective %vay urged its adoption, saying of Lord-
Advocate McLarcn's Billi It is flot the bcst possible
mecasure, but it is the best we can get. He was tircd
of always objecting. He desired progress.

Here in Canada the de3ire for more effective reli-
gieus teaching in aur public schools has been strongly
expressedl by earnest mon. It is pleasing te learn
that their efforts have apparently brought about an
important practical resuit. The Provincial Mlinister
ef Education, wvho has been indefatigable in his eflorts
to secure the cfficiency of our educational system, ob-
tained the services of competent clergymen represent.
ing the leading Christian Churches in the Province to
revise a volume ef Scripture Rcadings, centaining a
course of lessons s0 arratr.,ged as te include the niost
instructive portions of both tht Old and New Testa.
mon.ts. It also contains formis of prayer suitable for
use in the Public'and High Sehools.

.The new regulations regarding the reading of the
Bible and prayer in the Public and Iligh Schools, ap-
proved by tlie Lietenant-Goyernor ini Council, are as
follows

1. Every Public and Iligh Sehool shaîl bc oponed with
the Lord's Prayer, and closed wiîh the reading of the Scripturcs and the Lord's Prayer, or the praycr sanctioned by IhL
Dcprtrmnt of Education.

2. The portions of Scripture uscd shaîl ho taken from
sclections authorized (or ilhat iuriposo, by the Deparîrent of
Education, anîl shall bc read without comment or expIais-
ation.

3. Where a tencher clainis te have conscientious scruplos
agaînst opening and closing tlic school as hercin provided, hc
shall notify the trustees te that efféct in wr:ting.

4. No pupil shalh bc requircd te take part in the exercises
above referrcd t0 against thc wish of his parent or guardiari,
expressed in writing to the master or the school.

nle. '%Vhen rcquired by the Trustee the Ton Comnrand-
ens shaîl bc repeatefi at least once a week.
6. The Tiustees shail place a copy ef the authorized

Readings in each depiarîniont of the Public and High
Schools under their jurisdicuion, within one year fromn the

1date hercof.
17. The clergy of any denomination or their auîhcrized

1rcprcsentatives, shall have the right te givc rcligious instruc-
1tion to the pripils of tlicir ow.%n church, in each school-house
at Ieast once a wvck, aiier the hour of closing of Uic achool
in the atternoon ; and if the clergy of more tlian one denum.
inalien apply to give religious instruction in the sarne
school.house, the School I3oard or trusteos shaîl decide ont
what day of the wcek the sehool-house shaîl ho nt the dis.
poszI ef the clcrgyrnan cf each denumination, nt the timq
abovc stated. but it shaîl bo law(ul for tho School 'Board
or trubaees anti clergyman of nnnydenomination tongreeutpon
any hur of the day at which a clergyman, or his authonredl
represenitative, may Live rcligicus instruction te the pupils of
lus ewn church, provided it bc not during the regular hours
of the school.

As the Regulations prescribing thc Hours ef Daily
Toaching, providc that they shall nos exccd six
lueurs in duration, but ««a less number cf hours of
daily teaching may bc clotermincd upon in any Public
School, nt thic option of thc t:rustes," arrangements
may therefore tasily bc ronde by the irustees for
closing the ordinary school worl, tarlior than the
usual heur, on certain days, so that lire .m.3y bc.
givon for a-eligious instruction.

Tht excellent plan adopsed mnay flot be a perfect
solution of the religions dificulty in our Provincial
system of edutcation, but takzing a comprohonsive viow
of the various conflicting clemocrits that nsuss bc corn-
sidercd, if any satisffactory practical -result is te be
arrivcd at, it is in evecry respect the bost yct oflered. It
oughs to, bc recoivcd in a spirit of caxudour, and given
a fair trial. __________
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