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unlon. Standing committees for the current year
were appolated. The clerk was instructed to corres-
pond with congregations who had not come up to
the amount expected of them in regard to salary. The
next meeting of Presbytery was appointed to he held
in the Presbyterian Church, Mount Forest, on the
22nd day of September next, at eleven a. m.—S.
YOUNG, Fres. Tlerk.

PRESBYTERY Or MANITOBA.—The Presbytery of
Manitoba met on the 8th inst. in Knox Church. C.
P. Pitblado, Moderator. Rev. D. B. Whimster was
appointed to act as clerk. Elders’ commissions were
received. M. Robertson, the superintendent, reported
that he had inoderated in a call at Rat Portage, and
that the same had been unanimous of Mr. J. Campbell
Tibb. The matter was referred to the Synod. He
alsoreported that he had moderated in a call at Re-
ging, which had been unaanimous and in favour of Mr.,
Alex. Urqubart. The coaduct of the supzrintendent
sustained, and the report referred to the Synod. ‘The
superintendent further reported that the committee ap-
pointed had visited Caduzcis and associated stations
as instructed. The report was recelved and trans-
mitted tothe Synod. The superiatendent reported that
Prof. Hart and he had considered the case of Mr.
Dugald McGregor, and granted him his Presbyterdal
papers. The report of the committee was sustained,
and the name of Mr. McGregor was accordingly or-
deredto beremoved from the roll. Rev. Mr. Robertson
presented a report of the Home Mission Committee.,
It was agreed that the 'same should be transmitted
to the Synod. Oa motion of Mr. McKeller, Rev, Mr.,
Williams, of the Presbytery of Pembina, being preseat,
was invited to s.* as corresponding member. Rev.
Mr. Robertson stated that he had received a tele-
gram from Mr, McWilliams signifying his acceptance
of the callto Prince Albert. Rev. Mr. Robertson re-
ported that he had in company with Mr. Urquhart,
visiteu a district north of Regina, where there was an
important settlement, and that a congregation had
been organized, though there was yet no session. Rev.
Mr. Douglas reported haviog presided at the induction
and installation of Mr. McKenzie into the charge of
the congregation at Carberry and Patrel. Rev. D.
McRaze reported the induction of Mr. Todd at Burm-
side as having taken place according to the appoint-
ment of the Presbytery. Rev. Dr. Bryce brought up
the matter of thz application of the congregation of
Port Arthur, to be transferred from the Presbytery of
Bruce,and connected with the Presbytery of Winnipeg.
It was agreed that the Rev. Mr. Horald's name
should be added to the roll of the Presbytery. Rev.
Messrs, Matheson, Gordon, Davidson, Dr. Bryce, Mr.
Robertson and the Moderator gave verbal reports of
their visit as commis loners to the General Assembly.
On motinn the reports were received, and the com-
missioners thanked for theirdiligence. The election of
elders was reported by Mr. McRae, at Neepawa, Mr.
Heodnett at Birtle, Mr. Campbellat Stonewall 20d Grass-
mere, and Mr. Wellwood at Minnedosa. The reports
were received, except that of Mr. Campbell, which
was referred to the Syned. Rev. Dr. Bryce brought
up a petition from Campbellville, asking to be allowed
to have services fortnightly by a student in Sharon.
Referred to the Synod. A request for moderation in
a call to Sunnyside was recgived and ordered to be
transmitted to the Synod. Rev. Mr. McKellar, re-
ported on behalf of 2 deputation appointed in ¢onnec-
tion with the case of Rev. Mr. Mullins. A request
from Mr. John Ferris for 2 Presbyterian certificate was
read by Tsv. Mr. Robartson and transmitted to the
Synod. :ev. D. G, Cameron brought ap the matter
of an indcbtedress of the congregation of Nelson to
the Presbytery. It was transmitted to the Synod. A
request from Mr. Angus Sillar for the retorn of his
Presbyterial certificate was presented, apd it was
agreed that the same should be handed him. A
report of 2 committes appointed to visit Pilot Mournd,
anent Mr. Bothwick’s case, was transmitted to the
Synod. On moticn of Rev. Mr. Stalker, ssconded by
Rev. Mr. McKellar, the Presbytery adjourned until
pextmorning for the formal closing with devotional
exercises, and fraternal expressions and historical re-
miniscences appropri ite to the occasion.

MOURNING after an absent God is an evidence of
love as strong as Is rejoicing io 2 present one. £, ¥~
Robestson.

ONER great cause of our insensibility to the goodness
of onr Crestoris the very extensiveness of Hisbounty.
—Palcy.
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Sapparn Seoo FEAHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSCONS.
ABSALOM'S DOOM. e

24°33.
Gorpzrg Texz.— ¢ Whoso cursoth father or

mother lot him die thedeath.”—Mark 7 .10.
Tixe.—~Shortly after tho last lesson.

Prace.—Mahanaim(tico hosts), so cailed by Jacob swhen hio
had divided lus poouplo sato $wo husts ou lus rotarn from
8yris.

InTRODUCTION. —Read carofully tho incidents botween
the flight of David as narrated at tho close of the last lesson,
and the t1dings of tho battle 11 the woods of Lpuraim as
we have in this lesson, note tho spurit of David in the
matter  f the cursing of Bhimei* the enrouragements he
recoived in the warm attachment of 8o mauy to his cause,
Joab and his brother Alishai, Hushat, Zadok, the priest,
and hus son Alumaaz, and nut least, Itta: the Uittite whe
though an alien could show a noble devotion to the fallen
King; and again he had onc~uragoment in the sympathy
and assistanco of 80 many who were able to give 1it, as
detauled in Chap. 17: 27.29; those things must have
strengthened Dawid 8 faith, and been to him an assurance
that although the Lord was chastening, He would nnt
cast him off for over. Then follows the story cf the battle,
with tho death of Absalom, slain by Joab against the
exprese command of David. As our leason opens David 18
waiting news of the battlo.

Notes and Comments.—Ver 24. *¢Sat between
tho gates : '’ the outer and inner gate of tho fortified city
wall, between which thero was a small court. His over.
powering anxiety fastons him to the spot whero histroops
left him in tho morning; all day long ho has beon waiting
and watching and it is safo to say that his thoughts have
boen all of concarn for Absalom. **To thoroof -* the top
ot ono of thotowers of the outer gate; it was a smtable
place for a watchman. * A man runnming alono: ' swift
runners was tho anciont method of obtaining news, two
messengers had left tho scene of battle, but one, Ahimaaz,
had outrun the other, Cushi.

Vers, 25, 26. “If ho be alono—tidings : ™ that is, of
victory. David as a warnor knew weoll enough thet a
dofeat would have brought on a large number of fagitives.
**The porter :" whose busings it was to attond to the
opening and shutting of tho gate, and who being bolow
could inform Dawid. * Another." and only one, so the
King would be confirmed iv his provious opinion as to
the resnlt of the battle.

Ver. 27. At first 2 mero spock on the horizon, only
wvisible, perhaps, to the praotised eye of the watchman, the
form of tho runner and his gait as he drew near were fa-
miliar. It was * Ahimaaz the son of Zadok:™ David
knowing hisloyalty and attachmont at once saxd, “ Ho 18
o good man and bnngeth good tidings.” He had borno
good tidings before at tho rejection of the counsel of
Ahithopel. (Chap. 17: 14-17 ) Thore aro some peoplo
who appear to delight in beanng owl tidings; Ahimaaz
was not one of these.

Vers, 28, 29, 30. Full of his mosaage ho scarcely waits
to roach tho King but calls out, *All Is woll;™ lt.,
** Shalom," peace, or ¢ Hail."' ** Blessed bo the Lord :"
Abimaaz did not forget, as eome $00 often are apt to do,
from whom our mercies come. * Dolivered : " bt., **Shat
up.' {SeolSam. 17 :46 margin.) Tho ides is of con.
fining our coemy and not giving him the liberty to work
ovil. There is one thing, aowever, about which the King
18 moro anxious than vistory. *‘Is—Absalom safo?’* Oh,
tho power of a loving heart ! The son who had deceived
him, robelled agaicst lum, and wor'd have taken his life,
yot his first thoughts are for that son's safoly ' Ahimaz
soo1ng the heart of the King in his quastion, and remem-
berning the charge of the morning, gives an ovasive answer,
end would have lum think that ho had boen sont before
Absslom's fate was known. He wns walling to bothe
bearer of good nows, but afraid to anuvounce the bad.
“ Turmed asido and stood still : ™ tired ss he would bo
after his .ong run of several mies, ho conld not sit down
in tho pressnce of tbo King.

Vers, 31, 82. “Cushi:" wo are not sure if this was
the proper nameo of an Israclte, or whether ho wasa
doscendent of Cush, a son of Ham. (Gen. 10: 6, 7, 8.)
1f 50 , ho was a Canzamtish slavo of Joab. Cush: hrings
tho samo nows of victory as Ahimsaaz, '* Thoe Loni hath
avenged thee,” ard ho is mot by the same question, ‘¢ Is
tho yonng man—safo?” Noto how David dwolis upon tho
thought of the youth of Absalom, as if that wore an
oxcuso for his crimes, elthough he was really over forty
yeoars old. Dec)-catoly, yot anmistaxeably, does Cushi give
tho reply, * tho encmies—bo 28 that young man is.”* It
carrios tho dreaded news to tho heart of David,

Ver. 35. **Tho King was much moved: " hope that
had hngered with him had fiod, the droadfnl calamity was
ihero—Absalom was dead. With kingly prido he will not
ahow his grief, but goes up into the chamber over the
gate wooping, mourning, and lamenting for his slain son.
** Would God : " so Moses wounld havo diod it the peoplo
conld have been saved (Ex. 32:32); and 8o Paunl **conld
wish that mysall were accursed from Christ for my
brethron “'(Rom.9. 8}, and bow are wo remindod of Him
whq, whea Ho beheld the city, wept over it, knowing so well
tho soro tronble that was coming apon it. (Luke.19.41.,

RINTS TO TRACDERS,

PreLmursany.— This losson 18 tho fithing  complution of
tholast. David was troubled onco at tho prospoerity of the
wicked snd their suocess in lifo; it appearcd to him as if
God lot thingg tske vory much their own course, that tho
plotuing, the dovioes and schomos of tho wicked wore not
interfored with and that in the fall harvest of his works
tho doer of ovil could look around him and despise tho
power aad prowmidenco of God. Tho Psalmist learned in
* the ganct " that bho had .nsdo & mustsko, and that
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the courss of tho wicked was held &3 by & bridle in tho

hands of Jehovah. ‘¢ Ho gots them in slippory places, casts
themr down to destruction, brooght them 1nto desviatiun 1
a momont and utterly consumod them with terrors.” No
moro striking illustration of this trath is to be found in the
wholo rangoe of Biblo narrative than the story of Absalom!
Everything up to the commencement of our lesson gave
promigo of the ultimato and comploto succoss of his scheme.
His plans wcre well and earefully laid, i had won the
hearts of a largo number of tho poeoplo, had secured the
gorvices of brave, wise and faithtal men. The circam-
stances of the country and of tho court favoured his causo.
It 18 more than Lkely that David's sun, of which we have
Lad tho story, had alionated a large number of the penple :
it is cortain that the King had withdrawn from his active
duties of attending, oither poraonally or by deputy, to the
interests of his subjects , he had shut himeelf np and for-
gutten what he owed tc tho nation, and if as Feféis snp
poses. the numbering of the peoplo. and the plague by whioh
it was punished, camo before this, we havo an additional
element of disaffection. The country, 1! not actually ripe
for rovult, was nut, at any rate, anwilling to try the experi
ment of a now and younger King, socing that the old one
was apparently worse then useless. Absalom had,too, that
rare virdao in a consgpirator, ke covld watt; he wounld not
nsk anythieg by procipitating his actions, but plotted
patiently on for years. The timo came and the oppor-
tunity and without striking a blow he leaped into the
royal position ; thero it appeared as [if he was King
beyond peradventure, as if nothing could supplant him,
and he was safo for life ; but ** Tho Lord reigneth '*a fact
Absalom had forgotten, and although He permitted chas-
tisoment for sin to fall uron David, He did not intend
that tho penitent should be destroyed, nor that wicked-
ness should trinmph. Lot us thon teach this groat lesson,
that although to-day, as then, wickodness may appear to
sacceod, and the wicked to trinmph, yet all are in the
hands of God, and only so far as it secrves the wire pur-
poses of His counsel will He permit tho sncceas of evil, and
ovon if we do not see hero the reward of the wicked we
may be sure that 't wil. come in that after life whichis but
the devolopment and completion of this.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Topical Analysts.—(1) Wauting for the tidings 24-27 ;
(2) the tidings received 28-33.

On the f£rs¢ topic, picture the intense anxisty of the king
as he sat waiting there to hear the result of the battle that
was to decide his fate and \he fate of the'kingdom. It would
appear that he had little doubt as to the issue; as asoldier
he knew his men and bad coofidence in them: perhaps he
had the assuraace from God that so far his afflictions would
g0, but no farther. Sure of victory, there was another care
upon his heart ; that was Absalom. He feared, too truly as
itproved, that his son would perish in the battle, and this fore-
bodiog hang heavy upon his heart. Recall another waiting
for tidings, which we studied in the fourth quarter of last
year, po r old Eli, sittiog trembling by the wayside, not so
much fo the result of the battle, or even for the fate of his
two sons, but for the Ark of God. Refer also to that pic.
tare, if you have seen it, so expressive, so touching, * Wait-
ing for the Vezdict,” the old father and mother sitting just
outside the court while their son is being tried within. Obh,
the deep and bitter sorrow and enxiety of their hearts as the
life, or life-long liberty, of their dear boy trembles in the
balance ! These show that this is one, and a perfectly
natural result of disobedience to parents, distegard of par-
ental authority, and tbat in Absalom's case, as in many
others, the end thercof was death.

QOa the se.ond topic, in noticing the sorrows of David we
may speak of one or two things that made it deep and ia.
tense. Aédsalom was Dawvid’s favouritesorz. This is evident
nght through the history ; handsome, graceful, winning in
his manners, he held foremost place in the king’s heart, and
there was trath in Joab's rough words: **I perceive that if
Absalom had hived and all we had died this day it had
pleased thee well.” Chap. 19:5.6. The grief of David,
not wroog io itself, was wrong in its excess, and in the dis-
couragement 1t gave those who had risked their lives for his
sake. Might not one eiement of his sorrow be, that &ds owsn
su13 was the begrinning of tke ciul. How had he appeared to
that son; what example hadheset? Could he wonder that
this son should sin ever 2s he had done, and was it nota parnt
of the chastisement of his sin? Who can tell how nauch
the consciousness of neglect of parental duty and of the evil
cfizcts of 2 had example Jelp to make that cup of sorrow so
bitter. Peihaps ** bitterest of 211 was fhe Aopelessness of
Absalom’s death . he could not say now, ** I shall go to him,”
as he had done once before, that hope was lust forever ; the
sun of ..bsalom had gone down at noon ip eternal darkness.
Some ooe has said that every such instance of tender love
should stand io our hearts as a2 type of His love who left
Hais Father's throne for s,  Let the haman affection inter-
pret the Divine.

Supplementary.—Picture in 2 few words that solitary
grave heaped over with stones, 1 the wood of Ephmim, a
grave upon which the pasung Jew fur generations after cast
2 stone with an execration of the sin of Absalom, and show
that 0 some way or other sin will bring punishmeat, sare
and terrible, for, * the wages of sin is death.”

INCIDRNTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

While there islife there is hope, but h- e ends with deatk.

We sometiwes fail to see the blesring that comes as a sor-
row and weep as though it were a curse.

We cxonot redecrn another nor offer a ransom for him.
Christ alone counld do this. Psa. 49: 7.

There are graves over which no ray of light from the eter-
o2l worid falls. Pray that o scholar of yours may fill such
a grave.

He that will /roc fo another mzy never have with ditter
tess to desire to diz ! ~ him.

Sometimes the ob} cts of our pride are the instruraents of
our destruction.

Main Losson.—Death. Temporal, Spintual, Eternal,
the result of sin—Fsa. 9,17, FProv. 2.22, 11.5, 21; Isa.
§7.20; Ez. 18.4, 23; Rom. §:12,21, 6:23, Jas. 1:15.



