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Tus will of the late C, H. McCormick, of Chicago,
has been admitted to probate.  The estate, valued at
ten million, is devised in trust to his widow for five
years, at the end of which time sho receives one fifth,
and three sons and two daughters the remalader.
‘The trustes s permitted to make such charitable do-
natlons as in her judgment the testator would make.

THE Rev. Dr. Wright, a distinguished A.M. of
Trinity College, Dublin, bas created some sensation
by an article in which he says that many of the fel.
lows of that usiversity do not belleve in divine revels.
tion pr the existence of a personal God. Several are,
at the best, agnostics, if not zthiests. There Is no
way for disciplining either a fellow or a professor for
erroncous views, and so it Is a propaganda of sceptl-
clsm.

Tie Mathodist Eplscopal Conference at Philadel-
phia took up the report of the Committee on Itiner-
ancy relative to licensing women to preach. Tho re-
port takes the ground thar it is expedient to take ac-
tion as to licensing women to preach, or ordaining
them. Rev. Dr. Ives, of Centrai New York, offereda
substitute setting forth that the Conference is not pre-
pared to sanction the ordaining of women, but ap-
proves of licensing them to exhort and preach under
authority of the quarterly conference. After debate
the substitute was lost, 126 to 222, and the rcport
adopted.

THE movement to bring the symbolic standards of
the Englizh Presbyterian Church into harmony with
the requirements of the age, so far as has appeared,
can in no sense be called a revolt against the system
of doctrine to which the Presbyterian churches have
adhered. The retiring moderator, Dr. Edmond, of
London, in the openlog sermon at the recent meeting
in Liverpool, sald that the movement for a modifica.
tion cf the Confession, contemplates no abandonment
of the old, but the perfecting of it by rew ; the main-
tenance of truth sufficiently declared, and ths fuller
explanation of what is not so explicitly exhibited, ths
main aim being to bring into a more proportionate
and prominent place the love of God to sinners as
such, Taey were not going to break away from the
old ; they were only wishing to add what would com.
complete is symmetry.

IF any reliance is to be placed on a recent dispatch
it is evident that the Irish ggitation will receivea new
impulse. It is stated that Parnell’s party are appeal-
ing to the Roman Catholic priesthood in Ircland with
" aview to secure their active co operation. What.
ever may be the ultimate result of this nex combina.
tion it will certainly make the breach wider than itis
now bztween the Protestant and Orange influences of
the North ang the anarchic element in the Sounth and
West. It is openly assumed that no Icgiclative relief
afforded the Irish people has the effect of mak-
ing them peaceably dispesed or law-abiding;
the advanced party clamours for separation from the
British Empire, nothiog less than this, they say will
satisfy them, The new departure will add to the bit.
terness already existing by arousing and intensifying
relentless religious animosities.

ONE of the most successful efferts to promote im-
provieg study among those whoss occupations pre-
vent their attendance at academic institotions has
been the inavgueration of the Chatauqua circle, In
many places in Canada successful and flonrishing
branches have been established. The amount of real
progress attained by many of the members is such
that next season the number of these branches will be
Iargely increased. Last week the Toronto branch of
the Chatauqua Literary and Scieatific Circic held a
most successfal conversazicne in the Normal School
bulldisg. The avditorium was filled to its utmost
capacity. Tho programme which was of & most in-
teresting character comprised vocal and instrumental

music of a tasteful kind contributed by well.known
Toronto talent. Addresses were delivered by the
chairman, Mr, E. Gurney, jr. and the Hon. G. W.
Ross who made a very happy and appropriate speech,

WiTH commendable wisdom, tamperance reformers
are beginiog at the right end. It is well to use every
legltimate means for rescuing the inobriate, repressing
the traffic in intoxicating drink, but a splendid field
for successful work presents itself In guardu g the
youog agninst the snares of the tempter. At Brant.
ford, last week, a largely attended temperance meet-
ing in the Park Baptist Church Mrs, F, Hunt, of Bos-
ton, durlng the course of a powerful lecture, strongly
advocated the teaching of temperance in Canadian
schools as in the States of New York and New Eng-
land. Tha following resolution at the close was
moved by Mr. Wm. Petsh, M.A,, seconded by Dr.
Nichio!, and unanimously carried :—That, having lis-
tened to the able lecture given bty Mrs, Hunt, the
citlzens of Brantford would respectfully request the
Hon. G. W. Ross, Minister of Education, to take steps
for the more efficient teaching of temperance in our
High and Public schools, and that a copy of the reso-
lution be transmitted him In accordance therewith,

WHILE in saveral counties of Oantario sctive meas.
ures are being taken for the submission of the Scott
Act to 2 vote of the ratepayers, a new agitation has
broken out in Halton. There the Act has beenin
force for about a year aad, it is generally claimed, has
been productive of great good. ‘The testimony as to
its benuficial effects is of 2 most trustworthy character.
Still it is not uniform. Many abuses still exist, ia po-
wise attributable to the Scott Act. Medical men and
drupggists in that county perseribed alcoholic stimu-
lants dispensed with a fréedom unparalelled in any
other commodity known to the healing art.  For this
laxity the Scott Act is in nowise responsible, 1t ap.
pears that the druggists who sold such large quantities
havs been refused a renewal of theiz license, This to-
gether with the exposure of the discreditable attempts
to evade the law will tend to a stricter and fairer en-
forcement of the Act in Halton county. An effort is
now belng made there to obtain its repeal. Thosa
taklog part in such a movement will have to‘ad.
duce more conclusive facts and reasons than they have
been hitherto able to present, before they can affecta
change in the public sentiment of the community.

THe Methodist brethren bave been busy of late
making the necessary arrangements for consummating
the Ualon to which they have now for sometime been
committed. Many details have besn adjusted with-
out any serious friction, ang 2s the time approaches
every obstacle is rapidly disappearing. There is now
every appearance that the Unlon will bs harmonious
and eothusiasticc. The committee appolnted at the
Belleville Conference to take the necessary steps to-
wazds closing the book rooms, which are to be discon.
tinued by reason of the consummation of the Union,
and to arrange for discontinuing the publication of
certain denominational journals {or the same reason,
met last week in the Metkodist Beok Room, Toronto.
The Observer, Bowmanville, and the Chrzstics: Advo-
cats, Hamilton, are to ccase pablication on Jaly 1st,
and the Cksdsfiass Guardissn is to be supplied to sab-
sctibers to those journals. The Chrsstian Fournal
has been discontiaued for soma time, The Methodist
Book Room at Hamilton is to baclesed. The disap.
pearance of these old faniliar friendsis, notwithstand-
ing the higher good anticipated, a matter of sincere
regret,

FroM 2 Mostrea! contemporary wo leam that the
regwmar quarterly meeting of the Prasbyterian Sabbath
echool Associstion of that city was bheld in St. Paal's
Charck last week, the president, Mr, James Croll, in
the chair. The secretary, Licut.-Col.Fraser,readthe
quartesly report, which showed the various Presby-
terien Sabbath schooisto bein a prospereuscondition,
the attendance on the whole being on the increase,

Daring the'last four months the aumber of teachers .

was 343, scholars on therell, 3,176 ; actual atendance
3,312. The Rev. James Barclay then delivered an
earnest and Instructive address upon tho woik of the
Sabbath school teacher, strongly urging the necessity
of personal plety, On motion of Mr, Walter Paul, it
was declded that when the mectings were re-con.
vened, thsy should ba held monthly, Some remarks
were then made by Licut.-Col. Lyman, Dr, Alexander
and Mr, McFarlane, and 2 committes was appointed
to select delegates from the association to the meet.
ing of the International Committee at Loulsville, Ky.,
after which the meeting closed with the benediction.
An hour was then pleasantly spent in soclal conver-
satlon, refreshments being provided by the ladies of
the congregation.

ANOTHER of the distinguished ministers of the Free
Church of Scotland has passed away; another of the
great worthies has gone over to the majority. The
Rev. Dr. Kennedy, of Dingwall, was no ordinary man,
He was a strong map, intellectually, mozrally, and
spiritually. There was nothing feeble or vacillating
about him. His convictlons, not always in accord with
the popular opinions of the hour, he held with much in-
tensity. These were expressed strongly, but always
in 2 manner consonant with Christian dignity. Many
who in matters of eccleslastical polity were strongly
opposed to him have paid heartfelt tributes to his
many virtues. Principal Rainy, at the Edinburgh
Synod, said that It would not be easy for them to esti-
mate or express the loss sustainag by the Frea Church
in the Highlands by this removal, The high standard
of thought, feeling, and power which characterized
his preaching, and the way in which be commended
himself to the consciences and the hearts as well as to
the intellects of his hearers, piaced him on a level be-
yond ordinary comparison. Dr. Kennedy was a great
power for good in the support and maintenance of the
Gospel in the Highlands of no common kind. Dr.
Phin at the Edinburgh Presbytery of the Established
Church also paid a tributeto the deceased for his cone
sistency and manliness. A power on the side of right-
eousness and truth and sound doctrine, Dr, Phinsaid,

-had beon taken away. Dr. Keanedy was a delegats

to the Evangelical alllance meeting at New York in
1876, He then embraced the opportunity afforded
kim of visiting this country and preaching in several
of our Canadian chuxches.

THE publisher of THE PRESBYTERIAN, Mr., C.
Blackett Robinson, bas in preparation an important
historical work intended to give a vivid portraiture of
Canadian life during the past century. The field of
research is an interesting one. The sarly settlement,
ard straggles of those who have been instrumental in
making Canada what it isto-day, affo.d ample material
for instructive and vivid narrative. Macaulay intro-
duced 2 new era of historic writing when his first
volumes appeared. He spared no pains in securing
everything that could throw the least light on any
part of his subjact. He ransacked not only the re-
cesses of the British Museum and the State archives
for officlal documents ; he did not disdain the ephem-
eral political squibs, the brozdsides and ballads dis-
posad of by an extinct race, the flying stationers, He
svailed himself of everything that could impart life,
colour, and reality tothe movements of British history.
Here in Canads the capable historian has, inaddition
to anthoritative documents, ample and varled ma-
tesial in the reminiscences of early settlers, in long-
forgotten pamphlets, and the carlier issuss of the
newspaper press wherewith to constrict 2 parrative
that will be true to fact and yet as interesting and
readable 2s a work of fiction. Canadian history,
proper, afiords a splendid theme for the competent*
wiiter who has undertaken the task, and inteliigent
Canadians will hail with pleasure a well-written work
that traces the rise and progress of fres institutions,
paving the way for future national greatness and pros-
perity. Parties in possession of historical reminlscen-
ces,old documents or pampidsts relating to early Cana-
diao history would confer a favour by communicating
with the publisher, ’



