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boen much afflicted during tho past year.[which accompanies this lotter. You
Two families who have resided on tho;will learn from that paper much that
island for a consideruble time, escapedimust cheer the hearte of all who are
with little sicknoss; but four anaccli-{interssted in the evangelization of these
mated families wore laid up with fever|durk islands, I am sure that you, and
und ague for sevoral nronths, snd havejnll the friends of the mission, will unite
been s scrious charge to us. The wife|with us in thankfulness to God, that we H
of oneof the ceach:ers died ; and some ofjlabor thhf so much encouragement, |,
the others are still suffering so muc]:’}.l_xe word of (tod advances atfnettoum, ||
fg‘oxﬁ thebcll;limgc:i of CItl!lnm}te’ tlmt \st'e‘\v;lt_hln. st};t 0(:(;1 progﬁgsa', o:n;xdgx; obstacl}efx gl
shall probably advise their return to{which sver, diminish in number
! their native islands. The tenchers areand p(’)m r. I[e;thenism, with its fol-
i Snmonns and Rarotongans. - Ihes, its crue‘stieg dnd its crimes, passes
‘ “‘}Ve were 9heergd by a visit from the away; and Christianity, in its divine
i ¢ John Williams ** about thrce morths and lovely symmetry, rises triumphant
! ago, She cqﬂed here on her way from‘,on itd ruine. But, while T write thug,
 the Eastern islands to Sydney. She hasi1 would nut have you suppose that this
gone there to repair damages sustained (mhmd, &u recently, one of the strong-
at the island of Borabora. In entormg‘holds.of heathenisur,und on which every
one of the harbors of that island, ghe abomination was px::tctxsed,'has bedome
gtruck on a reef, and narrowly escaped ® paradise—it is still & region of dark-
tgtal s?i' wreckil. She Ia(.{y g)e(?tuﬁg on (nleﬂs‘and 8 ill'xtual é'ieat!:{—-neverthe}ess,
the reef for six hours, and_had sho notithe gospel hes effected a grest and
heerr & very superior vessel, must havehappy change on it,

one to picces, Her loss would have] 1} have often had occasion, inv former
%een s serious disappointment te this letters, to_allude to the strupples be-
mission, a3 she had on board, our yoars' [tween Chridtianity and Heathenism on |

rovisions ; as also, the hoxes frony Nova thie island. As soon as the “gospel
gcotia.. The extent of damage sustained seemed to take effeet, we encountered s |
was not knoww until her arrivak fn Syd |most formidable, and, at times, alarm-
e ot T vave ately Ioummoa. vy | T Shpostion s foed Joat v |
repairs; an y le: , by opposition manifes elf in va- |
letter, that she requires a new keel, and'rious (}a)n‘ms, which it would be no pleas- l

other material repairs, On her wa toiing task to record. Ye often look back :
Sydney, she lefs at this island, five a- 00 those days of trinl with trembling
_ P ; ) R
rotongan teachors, and their wives, five'and with thankfulness to God. 'l‘lmel
Erromangnuos, four Fatian, and four',hostﬂity to the mission seemed to have |
natives of Suvage islands. to await her reached its crisis gbout the elose of
seturn.  We expect her again in chout 1851, when an uttempt was made on my
two weeks; and after taking on bom-d‘!own life and that of my family, by set-
the teachers and natives left at Anei-[ting fire to fny house wt milnight, but
teum, she will proceed on her voyage to the arn of the Lord was stretched out |
visit the other islands of the group !for our protection, and no harm was,'
and the Loyalty islaids. Messrs Mur- pernritted to befali us, The excitement |,
ray and Suuderland, of the Samoan!which that act caused among the chris- l;
mission, form the visiting deputation|tian party was very great, and it re-'
for the present year. They have beenquired all the influence that T posgessed |
instrwcted by the hrethren to invite Mramong them to control it. The enemies !
Inglis or wyeelf, to nccompany them ; of the cause of God were then convine- '
hut neither of us, I fear, will be able tojed that the truth bad taken a stronger )
£0. Such a vayaze would he both pra-lhold of the hearts of the natives than :
fitable and pleasing to cither of ws;ithey expected, and if they opposed it
but our engagements at home afe eo‘by' violent mesus, it wust be ot their
numerous at present, that nothing less;peril. Since that time, opposition has|
than urgent necessity would warrant an'been rapilly on the decline ; and every
absence frum the island, of even a fow'new cffort on the part of our encmies |
wecks. to arrest the progress of the gospel, has 1t
For all general information about the only discovered their inereasing wenk- ||
mission, I refer you £p the dx;eumcnt‘ness. The last exciting ovent occavred '
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