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3rd. By effecting important chemical changes.
necessary to, enrici the carth with plant foed. Its
abundance of foliagye enabies Clover to gather from
the atmosphere immense stores of àrass that give
life to thc plants. whicli its far-reaching roots scnd
deep down into the carth. Thus a clover field bc-
cornes, as it wvc a great reservoir for plant food.
And clover itsclf beeDmes a great conimaissary, col-
lcct.ing food from the eartii and the air for what-
ever crop that; maýy folloiw.

4th. By prcvcnting -washing. 'lic Clover nulcli
breaks the force of the liard beating rains wbile te
roots hold te soit ia a mat as it werc, thus prevent-
ing it from -,vasiuig.

5th. As a green manure. Perhaps no crop is s0
valuable for turning under in a gruen state, as
Clover. ru addition to the immense amnotntofricli
vegetable inatter in its abundant moets. the plant
itself is extreinly richi ia ail the inaterials neces-
sary to, the hicalthful greovth of succecding creps.
-Dixie PaÙriner.

]NIESERVATION 0F FENCE-POSTS.

Any kind of timber, -%hcn cmployed for feaice-
posts, wvili be more than twice as durable if al-
lowed to becomie theroughly seasond before being
set in the ground The durubility of seasoxied
posts may bc promoted, se, as to makze themn lastan
agc, by the application of a heavy coat of coal-tar
to the portion buricd in tiue carth, and a t'cw in-
clices above the surface of the greuind. Somne far-
mers set te ground-end ia biot tar, and let it;
boit flftccn minutes Wbcn cool, cover %vith coal-
tar, tbickened -.vith greund siate or gratund brickz.
The boiling stiffens the albumen and causes the
porcs to, absorb tar. The coating prevents, the ac-
tion of nisture.

But titis treatmcnt of green poste weouid do
very littie good, and, perhiaps inischief. A hoil-
ing in lime-%vatcr is also, benifficial. 'Timhcr that
is C first watcr-logged and then wcell dricd, lasta
wcliI; because te wvater soaks out the acid that
that hasteas the decay. Others contend that the
botter way is to season the post well bofore set-
ting it; and wlien the post-hole is filcd witbin
tea incites of the grouind, to apply a heavy coat
of tar and fill up 'vith earth.
IWAs fence posts always dcay first xtcar te sur-
face of the ground, it is onty -necei;sary te, pro-
teet the post a few iuches abeve te surfice, and
about a foot bclowv it. The timber begins te de-
cay, usuaiiy, on the surface of the poste. There-
fore. if the surface can be protectcd hy some
antiseptie material, posts wili last a lifetime.
Many kinds of timber ;vill not luet fivo years if
set ia the ground ivhilc green.-i&rnufaclure a,îd
Biiilder.

ADVANTAGES 0F UNDELIDRAIN:tNG.

Wànluxo, in his "iElements of Agriculture," states
that the adv&uttage of underdraining are many and
important and enumerates the foilowing:

1. It entirely prevents dreuglit.
2. It furniehes an inecased supply of atmes-

pherie fertilizers.
3. IL warms the lower portionF of the soit.

4. IL hasteas the decomposition of roots and
other organic miatter.

5. It accelerates the disinitegration. of the minerai
maLterra of the soit.

6. It causes a more even distribution oi nutriti-
eus muatters amiong those parts of soit travcrsed by
roots.

7.* It iiînprovstii meebanicai, texture of the
soit,%

8. IL causes tho poisonous exeremeutitieus mat-
ter of plants to bc carried eut of the reach of their
rmots.

9 It provents grasses from running out.
10. It enables us to, deepen the surface soit.
Bly rcmoving excess of water-
11. IL renders te soit carlier in the spring.
12. If prevents the throwing eut of grain in

wintor.
13. It allows us te work sooner aftcr raine.
14. IL kceeps ofi the efiects of ceid weather longer

in the faîl.
15. It prevcnts the formation of acctic and other

organie acids ýwhicli induce the growth, of sorrel
and similar -,vccde.

SPLITTING ItAILS.

Almnost evcry farmier ca split rails, but there ie
considlerable science ia the work after all. One
man will rive themn eut with apparent case, -whîte
unether wvilt tug away and exhaust bis streugth in
a few heurs. The reuson of this différence is owing
te tue weighit and shape of toole, and the knowiedgo
of their use. One man xakcs a constant outlay of
strength, wbile unother wil apply it onily ut an es-
sentiat point, and titat le wvhcn the beetle je descend-
ing and neur the 'tvcdge.

An cspcrienced rail-splitter tells us that the best
inaul is made of a knot, and sbouid bc of mediumn
wveight, net so hcavy but tit a man can swing iL
with case One iron wedgc. cjulte slim, should be
kept and used for starting te split; it is notapt te,
rcbound, and if it should, it may bo easily prevented
by tnaking a few checks with an axe near together,
and starting the wedg-e bctween thcmn, or hy rub-
bing the -,vedge in dirt.

It is hard enoucli te eplit rails ut the beet, and
we believe it a sin for any man te, attcmpt the work
without proper perquisites, for lie has ne riglit te
exhaust physical powers aud imin his constitution
by using poer tools, when te beàt eau bo ohLai;ied
ut a trifling expense. Great advautage is gained,
'%vhen in.aking rails, by opeuîng large legs with a
charge of powdcr.-O/io Ilarmer

BOYS eN THE FAinM -The author of Work and
Piay' pays te foilowing tribute to, farmers' beys *-
Say -abat yeu wilt about the general uselesenees of
boys, it is mny impression that a farmn without a boy
weuld very soon corne te, grief. He is the factotum,
always in demand, aiways expocted te do the thon-
sund indispensble things that nohedy cisc wili do.
IJpon hlm fail ail the edds and ends, the Most
difýcult thinge. After everybody else is througft le
bas tefinishup. Hie work is like awonians--per-
petually -waiting on others. Everybody knows how
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