
332 THE PRES Y TÉRIA N CO0.LLE GE /JOURNVAL.

Let uis read this doctrine of Plato, as iinodified by XVordsN'urtli, iii the ba:
tif tii linoes of tie ode

Our birth Is but a sleep and a forgetting:
The Sont that rises with us, our tife's Star,

11ath had elsewlicre its setting,
And couîetlî fromn afar:
Not lii entire, forgetfiîluess,
And flot in utter nakodness,

But trailing clonde of glory do wve cone
Freont God, Nvho is our homne

Ileaven lies about us in our infaîîcy!
Shades of the prison-hiouse begin to close

Upon the growiîîg Boy,
But he behiolds the lighit, and wheîice it flows,

1le secs kt in his j ov ;
The Youtlt, whio daily fartiier front the east

M ust travel, stillisl Nature's Priest,
Aud by the vision splendid
le on his way attended;

At lengtli the M1an percives it dli aw.ry,
And fade ino the Iighitof commion dayi."'

But the vision is noever ijerianently lest. Bve in ii natnliood, wl'hen Lh't
tiigs or" tiinie anid sense have takien strong huold of ail tieo faulties, tihon'
are timies wlien geains corne " ikie Unie 1-iasiîg of ai sliield," re-ostablishillig
tue soul for the moment iii the deliglits of its earlier existence. Sucli ait
experiei ce wvas Words'vortli's on a rellîîarkaibly beautifutl eveinii in Uic year
Isis, to ivich reference lias already been. made. Lt was perfeetly cahun.
Tio setting, sunl had touclîed thie minutains anxd Uie clouas abeve tl.ilen
Nvithi a pecuhiar splendeur ; the scelle entered miite tlie i)ees lieart, anîd
oerspreadl bis sou] wvitli a saîîctifying 'peace. Te liiin Une inagnificcînt
spectacle Nvas iiet ail of eartli;

"Front worlds flot. quickoned by the siu
A portion of the gift ie wvon;
Aut iîntermîingling of Ileaven's pomnp is spread
On g«round Nvliil BIritish shiepherds tread.11

The uîouutaiî ridges rising eue aboe tlie ethier. ec bathied ini its iiuniIe
liglit, wvere te, lîinîi -IJacob'is iadder,

ITennpting Fancy te ;îsccnd,
A"nd with iinnuiortal sjpirits beî.

Se cempletely 'vas tlie materiai Nvorld lest sighit of, aud. the purely sp)iritua't
of isowmî nature aleino re:ogmîliied thit &L wiins ait lus siiouiders scenxied t..
l.a3." I ha quote tie hist st4luz-a of tlîe peenui in w-Iicli bis feelings ai-
portrayed partly for its stiigbeaut.y, but monre especiaIly because il re-


