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“THE PHILCSOPHY OF PROTESTANTISM”

A REPLY.

In the Christinas number of * The
Owl],” there appeared a short article en-
Litled, “The Ihilosophy of Protestan-
tism.” “The OwlL” as our readers may
know, is 2 monthly magazine published
by the students of the University of
Ottawa, an educational institution of the
Roman Catholic Church. 3 the article
in question is ong which has to all ap-
pearanees cost the writer considerable
thought, and at {he same time, is not
marred by a1 spirit of extreme bias as
the majority of such concrovessial ar-
ticles are, we have deemed it worthy of
a reply.

The article is writien in a clear and
concise mamner, which renders ifs ex-
amination a matter of case. The writer
begins with a quetation, which. how-
ever, he does not acknowledge. 1We give
it as it i ~There arc crises in the
world's history when the minds of men
scem bt to await the falling of a spark
1o break cut into a fearfal explosion.”
Following this, we have a statement of
the purport of the article. We quote the
wriler's own words.  “ That such a1 crisis
was reached at the time of the religious
movement of the sixteenih century, and
Wat the revolution which followed and
spread so  Tapidly, was the effect of
wicious principles, itself a sedition and
not a lIegitimate 1 “orm capable of cor-
reeling existing abuses in the Chwreh,
it is the attempt of this Urief summary
to sliow.” According {o the writ r's own
words, then, his object is tlhirecfold -—
Tirst, to prove that the Reformation of
the sixteentli contury was 2 crisis in the
world's history : secondly, to show that
this reformation, or revolution, dis he
ternis it, was the cffect of vicious prin-
<iples ; and, thirdly, that it was itseif a
sedition and was thus incapable of cor-

recting coxisting abuses in the Church.
In reviewing the article we shall, accord-
ingly, bear these iliree points in mind.

That the Reformation of the sixteentn
century was a crisis in the history of the
world, is a fact conceded by every stu-
dent of history. ‘That it was a crisis of
the nature indicated in the above guota-
tion, we also admit. Like every other
mighty change which has been wrought
upon the established and world-wide
convictions of men, the Reformation was
gradually brought about. The minds
and hearts of men were little by little
prepared for the event. They were filied
with such a sense of dissatisfaction at
the cxistent order of things, that they
needed only “a spark™ to sct them on
fire with firm resolve and intense action.

But while admitting this, we would,
at the same time, cexpress a caution
which it is very important fo obscrve
just here.  In seeking to trace the causes
of such an extensive movement as the
one in question, we must Le extromely
careful in what liglit we place -those
minor cvents which immecidiately pre-
zeded the final outbreak. Such gigan-
tic movements take decades, and some-
times even centuries to gain force and
fizure, one cause being added to an-
other, each producing its own effect, un-
til the chain of causes is complete, whan
cine tremendous cffect follows as a natu-
ral conscquent.

Now, we will abvicusly fall info a very
serious fallacy in our reasoning, if we
attribute to one of these minor events
all the potency of an efiicient cause. At |
the very most it can be regarded only as
L link in 2 chain of causes. though, in
the great majority of instances, such
cvents cannot be looked wpon as causes
at all,.but only.as the occasions of the




