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cannot take up the position tbat our combined moral opposition tu evil »s
flot so great now as it was two trnonths agyo? And yet, if we rernain as wve
wvere and as we are, it just cornes to that. If there is no inciividual progress
on our part, it sirnply ineans that the loss of a good mian gives an advan-
tagYe to, the Archadversary of the kingdoni of righiteousuess, and that our
strengthi is not so great now as it was then. God neyer designed that the
translation of I-is saints to glory should be accornpanied by any such irn-
poverishuiient of spiritual power. On the other hand Hie is able and willing
and wvaiting to malce His grace to abound toward us more and more, so that
%ve tiighIt be stronger than ever in the Lurd and in the power of bis niight.
And Oh! wvhcn an earnest Chiristian worker is called home froni this earthly
sphcre, is it not a solernn exhortation to those of us who rernain to gird our
heavenly armior on with retiewed and increased deterrnination to orner a
stouter opposition to sin both in ourselves and in the world around us,
and to cultivate a more aggresive type of Christian life and conduet. We
are very far from what ive oughit to, be, and there is ample scope for renoya-
dion and ;mproverneiit in the arena of our own héeart life. And without going
beyond the bounds of our own observation, wvhen we look around us at the
moral and spiritual condition of our immediate surroundings, wve find that
Satan is still to an alarrning extent the God of this wvorld; hie exercises a
treniendous influence here in our own to'vn. How is this evil power to be
annihilated? None but Alrnighty God cati vanquish the foc. And how
does (od work? Through his people-this is the divine rnethod. Christ
made that very plain when Hie prom-ised to send the Spirit. That Spirit
wvas to convi nce the world " of sin, of righteousness and of judgment" but
His convicting and convincing eniergy wvas to rnanifest itself throughi the dis-
ciples. " I wili send him wzoot"said Christ, and the;:, Mhen He is corne,
Hie %vill convince the world. What then is the lesson of the hiour for you
and for me?«- Surely it is the lesson of freshi pursonal consecration to the
service of God and to the cause of hurnanity. There are souls to save;
there are miultitudvs going down to destruction iwho necd to be rescued, and
the work of reciingii the perishing and lifting up, the fallen is your work
and mine. We are nowv living in the only perioQ of possible service.
Whatéver we do, wc must do quickly, for wve know not the day nor the hour
wvhen we shail be suinnioned awvay froni the field of coniflict. l'he days are
evil, and the titme is short. Let us redeern the time ; ]et us buy up every
opportunity of service; let it bc our miotto to move forward, " marching as
to war, louking into Jesus, %vho is gone before; " and at the great reckoning

tim, i ca besai ofus,"le that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious

seed, shall doubtless corne again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with hirn."
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