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]i'arly in April an exped ition was organized,

Expeiitiîîsnai,ît hving for its olject a.it
M«Iciffiîeinacm and att:tck on aL no- puSt esta
Natcndztsh. lishîod nt iMatelliadasît,

and the recapturo of Tiliitakne he
oxpedition, îo'wover, ia consequence, says
Ariiistrong,,* of a diserepaney iii the Cabinet

*Letter froint he Secrcttary of War Io th
Prar-ideit.-JJprdi 31lt, 1814.

SmR: So long as ive lîad reason Io beiove Ilia
the cnemyd iiiîendod ana -as in conîditionî Io re.
establish himsclf on he Titamos, and openi ane-%
his iiitercotirse %-ith the Indian tribes of lte w-est
il -vas, nto doutib, proper Io gii e o otr naval mncam
a dir#ection N-hielh woidd best obstruct or defeal
sucli movornent or designs. Ain order lias beer
accordingly givon by the îîavy depari-mnict, Io ciii-
ploy the flotilla, in scouriîg th1e shtores of the more
-western lakes, in dostroyiîig the eîîemy's iirading
establishnment at St. Jýoscph'1s, anîd i i recaptîîring
Fort iMicliiimaekiiîî:ic. As, hoeeoîr fast ad-
vices show, tîtat the eieîiy lias no efficienit force
-westvard of Burliiigtoiî bay, and Ilhat hoe lias
suffered Ilie soason of easy and ra pid transport-
ationi to escape him, it is ovident tint lio mens Io
strciwthen himsolf on he p)eainstila.. and maie
F ortrie, %vhich lie is nowv repairiagr, he -western
extremity of bis lino of operation." Undor tItis
now stale of thiu±s, it k; rcspectitiily sîîbmitted,
w-helîranother nnd botter use caniiot bie muade of
ouir flotilia 1

In expiaining, myself, it is nocessary to promise
that, the gan-isolis of Detroit anid Nlaldeii incltdod ,
it -,vill bc practicablo ho assemble ont the shores aiid
navigable waters of Lakt- Erio, five tboîisand
rogular troops, anîd Ilîrc îbousand vohîinteers and
iiitia, and that mnires have ])eoi takoen to piro-
duce this effoct ont or before the 1 ttl day of .1tino
ncxt. Withoiit, however, tic aid ofitaval moans.
this force wiil ho compakrativcly itioperative, anti
necessariiy disporsoul, but w-ith sucli aid, comipo-
lent to groat objocîs.

Laie Erie on wbicb ourdomninion is îîndispiilod.
foraismes a -ay scnrceiy less conv-eniont for ap-
proacliing the lieart of Upper Canada Ilian Laie
Ontario. Eigbh. or even six thousaiid mon iandcd
in Uic bay beîiween lPoint Abino anti Fort B'ie.
and oporatinz eithor on lte lino of the Niagzara, or
more directly [if n moie direct route is- found].
,tgainst the Britisht post at the hcad of ]3îirlington
bay, cannot ho resisted %viti cifoot, w-ithoiit coin-
pelliiîg the enemy so to -eaken his more eastern
posts, as bo brin-" îhcm wvihin rcach of our incans
ut SakIts liaioir andPalbtr.

In choosing botweecn ibis olîject and tint io
w'hich the flotlia is now destinca, thec cannot, 1
think, bc much, if any, hicsiîaîioii. Otir attack.
carriod to Butrlin"îton and York, interpo)ses a lmarrior,
uehich complocefy prohecîs Maldeit and Detroit-

niakes doubîfuil anti hazardous Uic encmyls inter-
course with the w-estern Iadians, reuces *Mackinac
bo a piossession ]peT-fctly îisocss, romidors probiable
the abandonmont of Fort Niagara, and talics front
the enermy liaif bis mot ive for continuing the naval
coaffiet on Lake Ontario. Ot the ol.ior hiand,

at Wahntn -%vas not despatehied until the
3rd of July, at w-iehl time a dletachînent of
regtular troops and inilitia, under the coin-
ilnand of Colonel Crogan, w-as enibai-ked on
board of the fleet, w-hich sailed soun after
froin Detroit for ?datehladaslî.

The idea of attaekinug Maýtehiadaisi w-as
very soon abandoned, in consequence of Suin-
dry impedfinents, writes Arînstrong, Il aris-
ing fronti sîtoals, rock-s, dangerous ishtnds,
l)erpettial fogs, and bad pilotage," and tîe
safer and easier plan of an attaek on the
North-Wrest Cornpany's settieent4, at St.
Mary's substituted. This part of the expe-
dition wvas entrustod to Captain lines of
the United States Arnty, and Lieutenant
T'urner of the U'nited States Navy3 , and very
effectually the work entrusted to theni w-as
exeeuted, as every house at the post w-as de-
stroyed, nio publie buildings of any deseri p-
tion being thero to wvarrant Ibis atrocious
mutrage. The hormes and caffle -were killed,
and oven the provisions and garden stuffl
*vhieli eould not be renioved, w-oie destroyed,
with a view of thorougluini te ot

Messrs Thomson and Smith are partien-
arly resorved as to tue conduet of thecir
cotintryrnen at St. Mary's, bttMýr. O'Connor
boldly declares that "lthe property dostroyed
vas, aeeording to the inaritime ]aw of na-
ions, as reogni zed in the Eaglism courts,
;ood Prizo, as woll as because the Coulpany's
igent, Moison, ac!cd the iq./aiiots part of a
raitor, having been a citizen and mngristrate
if the 'Michigan territory, beforo the w-ar,
Lnd at its commncnemenît, and noi- discharg-
n2g the nctions of magistrate under the
Britisli Government."

This position ofM-Nr. 0'Counor's, that rncr-
7zandisc oit shore as wcIl as afloait is good
rizc, niust not bc lost siglit of, as-tle saine
vriter %viIl ho found layiîig dloiv a very di(-
crent interpretation of w-hat eonsLitutes
&good prize," w-lien the proceedings of the
3ritislî ii the Chesapeake are under bis
onsideration.

laie ïMackinac, and w-bat is gainod, but iMackinnc
itslf.C

1 havo lthe lionour 1o bo, &c.,
(Signcd,) JOHN AR24STRONG.


