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GOD'S LOVE AND MINK,

LY WILLIAM HALE, M. W,

God's love is tike a Nightliouse tower,
My love fs like the sea s

By day, by night, that fithful tower
Looks patient downon me,

By day the stately shaft looms high,
By night its strong lights bura

To warn, to comfort, and to tel!
The way that T should tum,

God's love i3 like a lighthouse tower,
My love is like the sea g

He, strong, unshaken as the rocke—
1, chafing restlessly,

God’s Jove and my love=—=0 how sweet
‘That such should be my joy ¢

God’s love and mine are one to-C 1y ;
No longer doubts annoy.

By day or night the gazer on
My bitter, brackish sea,

Por ever tends it with his grace,
Tho" smooth or rough it be,

So singing at its basc it rolls
"And Teaps toward that wwer
‘That all my life itluminates,
And brightens every hour,
God's love i‘s hike a lighthouse tmer, .
My love is like the sea;
1, peevish, ch:xnr'cful moaning much,
chdhu—clcmal He.
. .—flarmne Star.

OBIGINAL.
VAIN 'l’ﬁmixcirgsks.

‘The writer thinks he Thates ¥ Vanity, and though

P S

roatrn ...‘,not.alw;)s -tuclcasﬁx J mi' s!rmlinng‘v*dn*dﬁmghxs

in his own.expérience,_ he. has, at any rate,
accomplished<the easier task.ofs being heartily

disgusted with pride and self-adulation in other |®

preachers.

What a- grand_and lovely taing it .is for a
Christian wlio, though possessed of fine speaking
abilities and all the other qualidcations of an
acceptable and favorite preacher, modestly and
humbly secks to-give place to others trying, o
esteem them better thian hilmself!  We knowand
dearly love some -such.brethren pow living-and
others who have passed over to the rich reward
of their approving Saviour. On the othier hand;
how hateful and.mean is the jealous. busybody
who is .ready on ever¥ occdsion to speak dis-
p;m"mgly of those who are better than himsels,
who is constantly pushing himself forward to the
front, and-who, if restrained by the prudence of
his brethren, is offended and whines and sutks
because he is not appreciated !

There are others who are so fond of praise
that they try.every expedient to secure it by fair
means it they can, and by foul means if necessary.
Now while it is, undoubtedly, right that we should
be pleased when good and pious men appreciate
and commend our cftorts to do good, and- still
better pleased if we can realize'that our endeavors,
being from pure matives and in harmony with
Bible truth,. are approved of God, still we have
great reason to be on our guard lest the love of
human' praise is our leading motive even when
‘we dre proclaiming God's truth.

Long ago we read of a good man who, having
preached a fine setmon, was met at the foot of
the pulpit by a delighted hearer with the remark,
“'That was a grand discourse you preached to-
day” “Yes,” said the preacher, *the Devil
“told me that before I left the pulpit.”

“Perhaps, 100, it is sometinies vanity that leads
some preachers to speak upon novel and out-of-
the-way subjects. By the change of two words
in a familiar declaration of Paul we can give the
apparent rule of some of the popular preachers
of the present day:—*1 determined to know
every thing among you save Jesus Christ and
Him-crucificd.” Though this may be putting
it too severely, yet it is certainly true that. the
soul renewing themes of the inspired apostles
are largely superseded by sensational efforts to
attract and please large congregations.

The late venerable Dugald Sinclair related the
following incident to the wrtez, Rowland ITilt
addressed a congregation on the words- of a
rather long text. In his clear and instructive

chosen but, as he expressed Y, he first wents ness of other days, except in one scetion of the

«round th text and then through it. At the close
of the service, seeimg 2 Mr. Medley of Liverpuoly,
a Daptist preacher, gpresent, Mr, Hill announced
that he wonld preach-the next evening in the
same place.  He did 20, and bad Mr. Hilt by
his side in the polpit.  Mre, Medley began with p
the unfecling and pompons remark, % We had a
long text last evening and very litle made of it;.
we will try this evening what we ¢an do with @
short-onej my text shall be the word Jfim j—

Him? Now the said Mr M. was a very
corpulent man and whentin referring to human
depravity he leaned his bulky form over the

“\What a.mass of_corruption I have-here;” the
witty and-diczusted prmchcr«by his side jumpéd-
up instantly, and, looking in Mr M's fue,
cried” out dlond, “God anu that is trae Ve
applying the words morally as well as physically.

How-careful also should-a.preacher be not to
air-his vanity, by excellency-of speech, a display
of humap wisdom, or ot his scholastic acquire-
ments, but-rather show. hig zeal for the;glory-of
Clmvst and-the good of s fellow men by preach.,
ing the word of God which-is quick and power-
ful, sharper :than_any:two edged sworde—the.in-
corruprible -word which, livetlt and abideth for-
ever, Ihep will the. faith and obedience of_ his
hearers stand in the:power-of. God-and-not i
the ivisdom-of men.

Auong our-preaching brethren in this country
there-is. fitle-deed for-admonition about: the,
vanity of-high. sounding titles, of caste or the |
vanity of diess. While there-can be no religious
olqgcuon to.Jiterary-titles that . have been: faith-
fully earned by hard-swdy 'md inental discipline,
we s certamly have -done _vell-As:a pcople to:
L cpgadinnensladuiightetied R i e i <R,
of Dn‘mlty," W His holmcss," “ng,ht Reverend
Father in God, &c,”” as wholly unbecoming to
thiefollowers of the meck and lowly Nazarene ;

nor are our Dbrethren well cnough paid, in
general, to make it necessary toowarn them
against vanity in dress, home or cquipage,—
but we will not close this: article without ex-
pressing our -disgust with the men who assume
the responsible and sacred duty of making knowi
the unsearchable riches of Christ with few other.
qualifications than & Rev'd before their names,,
a clerical coat upon their backs, a white necktie
around their-necks.and an air of dignified con-
sequence in their department, which only make
them objects of contempt and sorvow to = God-
fearing wen.

“Jet us not-be desirous of vain. glory, pro-
voking one another, envying one another”  But
“In lowliness -of mind let each estecn other

better than themselves,”
E. Surrparo.
Riggetown.

SELECTIONS,

NION. »

A PLEA FOR CHRISTIAN U

‘Though we have not felt very much confidence
in the pmctical value of the movements for an
organic union of all the Protestant Churches, we
have a very strong conviction that a closer union
in spirit and work between these Churches is
cexpedient and desirable. We believe that organic
union Is impracticable, and we are by no means
sure that it is desirable in theepresent state of
things; but we think there can be no doubt
whatever that greater unity—an increase of
brolhcrl) confidence and love——between difterent
dcnonmnuons of Christians would increase the
moral powerand cfficiency of Chrgstmmty in the
world. -

We-are glad to soe signs that this spirit of
union is growing strongerand stronger. Occasion-
al instances of sectarian egotism crop up where
better things might have been expected; but
the signs are unmistakable that Christians are
beginning to realize, as they did not-in former
times, the import of the Redeemer’s words s
“Qne is your Master, even Christ, and all ye
are brethren.”  Without renouncing their dis-
tinguishing peculiarities of faith and worship, the
Churches have largely ceased to emphasize and
magnify minor points of belief.  “The bitter the-
ological controversics of former times have almost

edge of the pulpitand.smote himself exclaiming !

Protestant Chareh, bas completely passed away,
" Appeals to sectarian feehng as a motive to inspire
zeal and liberality ase much less frequent than
they were a generation ago, and their power is
<u1d|ly declining. There is less reluctance to
nacknowledge what s good in other branches of
the Chureh < formcrly, and a greater readi
r,m.s«; to co-operate jn Christian work with those
i3ho may belong to some other division-of the
fone army of the living God.”  More and more
‘Christians of different denominations are beginn.
ing to realize that the things in which-they agree
‘dre more numerous, jmportant, and endusing
than the things in which they differ. At-the
8 chhod:st Conferences of-Britain and. America

! Lput'mons of ministers from other Chmtnn
"‘Imrdu.s have become a marked feature of these

:uhcrmus 3 and there is no-reason to doubt-the
syu.z.my and heatizess of the eachanges of
f' aternal greetings on these occasions, All this
intertourse deepens the conviction that there is
'% real unity of faith and experience xmrkmg those
‘3})10 are separated: by denominational lines.

+ {Ihough suggestions to economize resources of
Jnen_and - money, by mutual agreement -not to
'x‘fnmhm rival churches in plnccs where the
i .opulauon is notlarge enough to justify it, have
not as yet- ~brought forth much fruit, we believe:
th'\t in-tne near-future we shalt sce xmpomnt‘
lmproxcmcms on-that line, And beyond ques-
non, some change is-greatly needed. We be.
he\-c much can be done in this direction, without
dny abatement of denominational zcal. “I'here
Aze'many, places where there js a large expendic
fute of noney, in order that several small bands
of‘Clmsuans may - enjoy the luxur) of_ worshipp-
l’ i apart.  Probably this evil is more: Q_ggx;gnl in

uppeanost at Jast.  They had to fight to day
with new difficulties, and with profonnd questions
of religious " philosophy, and of prctical gedli-
ness,  Was there a Ged?  Did they know any.
thing about him?  Wag he not Christ?  Was
there a Holy Spirit2  Would it dwell with them ?
These were some of the questions which other
men were answering in the negative, and which
by God's grace they were answering in the affirm.
ative,  ‘Thercefore they were all bound to be
shoulder to shoulder. “The tide of modern
thought-was turning-away from all the old ques-
tion: that uscd to separate. them, and had left
these controversies as the retreating southern
sea in the chainel had left places like Winchels

,| sea and Rye a mile and a half from the water,

All of them who could liftunfaltering voices and
say: 'I believe in God the Father Almlghty,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who.was crucified,-died,- and.was buried ; <1 be-
lieve in the-Holy Ghost'—ail of them-who could
say that stood’shoulder-to_shoulder, andiwould
show by their lives, and not only by such- talks
as the present, that they balieved. also in the
Holy Catholic Chuech."—Christian Guardian,

THEWORLI'S - STANDARD FOR
-CHRISTIANS.
There could hardly-be a greater mistake than
that of supposing that a-Christian gains influence
over those who are not (,hnsl.:\m, by laxity
rather than by stictness, in any matter of - qucs-
tionable or debatable propriety. ‘I'he world's.
<tandard for Christians is-higher than Christians’
standard for. Christians. A_Christian is. not
5o likely as.a man.of the world to 4;udgc -

uie o 8untny “ilidh hiere, e recently saw it
stated -in, an English paper, that in a town in
\\’al§:§ of less than-ten thousand of a population,
there- were, in addition to six places of. worship
belonging fo the Church of England (in five of
whick English-services are provided), no-less
than seventéen Nénconformist chapels. Con-
gregationalists have'two English, one Welsh, and,
one Mission (English) chapel. "The Calvinistic
Methodists -have two Welsh and one English,
The Wesleyans one-English,-one Welsh, and one
Mission (English) chapel. The Baptists and
thé Primitive Methodists two each. The Salva-
tion-Army, Brethren, and Roman Catholic, onc
each.  One ¢an hardly fail to come to the con-
ciosion -that.-the money and labor spent in
sustaining all these might be applied-in a-way
that would yield” greater results, if-the interests
of the Kingdom of Christ were-prized above the
interest of religious sect or party.

"There are-powerful reasons why all tue dis-
ciples of Christ should be wore closely united in
the work of their common Lord and Mister.
They have been redeemed by the same precious
blood. Theyhavetastedofthe joyof “the common
salvation,” ‘I'hey are battling against the same
hostile forces ‘of- evil, “T'hey are Iaboring 10
accomplish similar objects.  ‘T'hey are sustained
by the same hopes. “They have plighted their
allegiance tothe same King.  Why should those
who are drawn together by such strong and
tender tics permit differences of opinion on non-
essentials to prevent them cherishing fraternal
affection for eaclh other, and bearing one another's
burdens? We have never been of those who
disparage denominational loyalty and zealy but
it is possible that Christians in all churches may
call their sectarianism by some pleasant name,
simply becauee it is theirs.  What is the value
of talking cloquently about Christian union, if
our conduct and spirit virtually say,to Christians
of other Churches, “Stand by thyself, -I am
holier than thou?”  Appeals to sectarian fecling
are not going to have the same power to move
men in the futare that they save bad in the past,
“’Ihe thoughts of-men are widened by the pro-
cess of the suns.”

The‘forcible and eloquent words of the - Rev,
Dr. Maclaren, of Manchester, in addressing the
recent British Conference, are worthy of thought-
ful consideration. Ie said : * When they were
face to face with such a movement as that-which
was characterizing a large-portion of the culture
and progressive thought of England, Germany

and America, it did not much matter which side

A Christiar resclyaberauee m"hfa"‘

dancing, or winedrinking or tobacco-using.

"Apart_from the question whether these things

are. in- themselves right or wrong, it is a.
fact that men of the -world who practise them
have a higher respect for a Christian who
abjures them, llnn for a Christian who .in-
dulgcs in them. ‘Two Christian gentlemen were
sitting with a gentleman who was not a professed
Christian.  ‘The latter and one of the formcr
were smoking, and when a cigar was proﬁ’cn.d to
and was declined by thie third, the Christiun
‘smoker expressed regret that his companion did
not smoke.  *And-I honor him the more for
that,” was the instant response of the man of the
world, ¢ ZZis standard is clearly higher than
ors”  Aun.army chaplain thought to bring him-
sdf on better terms with his fellowsofficers by
sh.mn;, a shnple game of whist with them.  “Thit

‘

‘course 50 lost him the respecet of officers and men

who were not Christians, that his usefuliiess as a
chaplain was at an end.  On an odean steamer,

a clergyman andhis young companion weie the

only totalabstainers at their cabin table.  They
were 1epeatedly urged to drink for their own

good and thev were spoken of as unwisely strict
in their abstinence.  But lhu very man who.
thus criticised them <pol.e with a contemptuons
sneer of the course, in- this line, of aunother
ck.r;,ynnn at an adjommg table, who was sup-
posed to take a glass of wine socially~although

he really did not do so. A young girl who had

been brought up to dance and to go to the

theatre, and whose father scemed to have little

interest in religious watters, connected herself
with the church.  Wishing not to seem a gloomy.
Christian, she continued in her old habits of
social life. Yt her father told a clergyman fricnd

that he should have a higher regard for his

daughter's religion, if itkept her from dancing and

theatre-going.  And thesé incidents are but jllus-
trative of the great sweep of popular feeling con-

cerning personal habits of selt:denial and con-
straint as a fruit of the Christian life.  Whatever

may be said in favor of these laxer social customs,

it will have to be admitted that men of the world

have a lower estimate of the Christian standard

which tolerates them.—S. 8. Zimes.

“The Gouspel according to St. Mark, in raised
Chinese characters, has been published for the
use of the-blind in China. ‘This is the two
hundred and fiftieth language in which portions
of the Bible have been printed for blind Scripture

readers,
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