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son is, to be sure, at timies. A grouiîd glass
shade over a gas lamip docs flot bring. more
sotace to our dazzled eye than such a one
to our minds. There are men of esprit
who are excessivety exhausting to sonie
people. They are the taîkers wvho have
wvhat maiy be called the jerky mninds. ]hey
say bright things on -Il possible subjects,
but their zigzags rack you to deatlî.
After a jolting hialf-hour witb these jerky
companions, talking withi a duil friend af.
fords g'reat relief. It is like taking a cat
in your lap after hiolding a squirrel."

After these evidences of a magnanîim-
ous nature, it is easy to believe that the
delightful humior which runs through al
Of Holmies' writings, is neyer indulged at
the expense of the reader's more sensitive
feelings. In this respect, he closely re-
sembles the Frenchi Moralists whose bearty
enjoynient of the ridiculous, is as unlike
as miay be to the sneer of the English
satirist. Hie lias a light pleasant way of
showing up the foibles of humianity, which,
is s0 fir fromi being offensive that wve laughi
with hlm at our very selves,and take bis well
mneant lessons to heart notwithstanding.

A cursory reader rnay not imimediately
detect the didactie efficacy of the Auto-
crat's discursive talk ; if hie did, lie would
probably read but little of it. Yet, no one
I think,can fail to profit by contact witb the
wise and -indly spirit fromi whicb it flows.
The good is wrouglit silently in us as al
good should be wrought. We begin by
feeling uncomifortably conscious of certain
unmistakable blemishes of character in our-
sclves,and certain equally unmistaka-,.ble vir-
tues in our neighibor uritil by dint of trying
to rid ourselves of the first and emiulate the
second, a wholesomie imipetus has beeri giv-
en to our better impulses and a correspond-
ing check put upon our %v0rst ones. Tiiere
is sonietbing salutary in such a resuit.

Withi ail this, Dr. HoInmes is not by any
nicans, as far as 1 cari sec, a religious mari.
1 will go farther anîd say that to nîy think-
ing, the sp;ritual elenient is wholly want-
in- in himn, or at least, in bis works. It
is truc that hie bias a certain reverence for
holy things, that lie lias acknowledged his
belief in Christ and, like every good Pro-
testant, aimed a shot or two at the Catho-
lic churcb. But notwithstandingr ail this
if we probe to the bottom of bis phiiloso-
pby in search of a religion 1 fear we shall
not be a little startled to ind in its stead
-paganismn pure and simple.

In otber wvords, tbe springs of buman
action seem to bave for hlm, no bigber
source than a sort of poetic aspiration
after an ideal of beauty. His love of
trutb and virtue resolves itself into an
oestbetic refinement of thought and feel-
ing. His decalague is neither more nor
less than the code of honor of a gentleman,
fie bas fallen into the error against wbiclh
Newman bas warned us, that subtle but
fatal error whiich makes good breeding
supersede religion as a motive, and beauty
or materialism, for they are the same
tbing, take tbhe place of Christ, as an ideal.
The error is ail the more dangerous as man
is more prone to serve the world tban God.
He is more jealous of bis bonor as a gentle-
man, than of biis valor as a Christian.

It wvould ini nowise please me to draw
this paper to a close at a point whicli
miiglit leave an unfavorable impression of
an iuthor, wbo, in spite of the cbarge I have
laid athisdoor boldsaveryliigb place inmny
affections. Let mie sumn up as briefly as pos-
sible the better qualities and more pleasing
cbaracteristics of tbe subject of our study.

Dr. lioines is undoubtedly entitled to a
place iii the front rank of modemn authors.
For fluency and correctness of style, for ex-
(luisite refinement of thought, feeling and
language, for rich quaint lîunîor, for
shreîvd ivisdonm, for utter freedom froin
auglit that is gross or impure, for almnost
féminine tenderness for tbe weak and un
happy, lie is unsurl)assed if not unrivafled.
We cannot read bis books without loving
bum, and feeling that lic in a mneasure
loves us in return.

For the country, Holmnes lias donc an
unparalled anîount: of good. He bas
elevated lier standard by refiningy lier
ideals. He bias taugbt tie îvorld that bisF
pecople is sometbing more than a nîoney-
mnaking race, and that hiis clima e favori
the growtb of art and poetry as mnuch -as
that of corn arid sugar cane. In fact lie
lias left lus mnark upon bis age and I bave
no besitation in prophesying tlîat bis natne
shall be a bouselîold word in every Eng-
lish and Amierican iouisebold for more
years to comne than 1 would dare conîpute
-and riglît gladly niay we join in tbe
tbrong, wbho wisbied himn a few days ago
on lus Soth birtlîday, " Many happy me-
turns," tbough it is sad to realize howv few
returns eitber happy or otberwise, are likely
to corne to one wbo is eigbty years of age.
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