
168 THE OJIILDREN'S R~ECORD.

JOSIE'S TREASURE DRAWER.

draNwer in the closet of bis mother's
sitting-room, and throwing ont flrst

mone thing, and then another, lie eried
excitediy, I just think it's too bad, mammal1
lerc's a lot of trash that has been put iu my
treasure drawer 1 Georgie ha3 licou here, I
know 1 Thiere are bis oid siîoes, and the cap
that ouglit to go in the rag.bag; then there
are sonie ciothes-pins, an umbreila handie
and I don't knowv Whlat ail 1"

The articles mentioned wvere thrown on the
floor as soon as discovered, and itwias not
tintil the drawer liad been closcd and the boy
bad coolcd doiva again, that Mrs. Carlin
seemed to give bum any attention. Then she
said, quietly, "lCorne, bere, Joie."1

Hie obeycd, and stood iooking into a very
grave face, w'vondering what the owrner ivas
going to say. Having recovcred fron i s ex-
citement, he was inclined to bc ashiamed of
bis foolish outburst. The dIraiver hadl becu
devotcd to biis own especial use, and he hiad
uîamcd it luis treasure drawer, and kept iu it
sncb things as boys art, apt to accumulate.
There w'as a rubber bal, sQIIie muarbics, the
wvorlts of ail oid edock, some fancy shells, a
brick mmndc. ou bis grand(fthler's farni, dif.
f'ýrent inms of minerais that lie biad coilectcd,
and other articles too numerous to mention.

IlI think you bad botter pick tliose things
up and lay theni together somewliere until I
have a chance to attend to theni," iras bis
motber's first reniaik.

The boy did as lie was told, aud thien going
backc to lier, said meekly, Il1 sbonld bc s0
ashamed, manuma, if 1 iuvitcd any of the boys
iu .o sec uny treusure drawcr and found it lu
that condition."

"lHave you found ont the stateof your
other treasure draNver V" bis niother askced
scriously.

"W\hat other onel" Josie said in surprise.
"I hiavea't more than one."
IlYes, you have another, and I flnd this

morning that somebody (1 won'% sty,,iho? bas
put lu a lot of trasi' that onght not to be
there. If any company biaf been here, I

should really have been asbamèd to have
theni sec it in that condition. lndeed, I was
asliamed to witness it myseif."

The boy iooked puzzicd, and after givîng
1dm a moment for reflection, his mother went
on:

"In the flrst place, good temper ought to
be iii that drawver, and instead there was
anger, and wvhen it wvas opened, ugly ivords
came out as fast as they couid--"

"lOh, 1 knowv 1" interrupted Josie "you
mean my h-cart."

"lThien unjust suspicion lid found a place,"
contiuued Mrs. Carlin, "for accusations came
out thick and fast. I say unjust, for your
brother iad nothing to do w'ith getting those
things among your treasures. Our necv girl
probablywias the offender, for she put this
room iu order a while ago, but of course she
didn't knoi' that the drawer was yours. Mien
disrespect hiad made its way into that, other
drawer we were taiking about, for words ivere

said that no boy ouglit to say to bis mother."
..Wcil, mamma, I didn't, mean thein for

yon," iuterposed Jo-ale, anxiously, "lbut for
Georgie."

"lAs Georgie was not bore, and I w'as, the
words were said to me. flesides a littie boy
oughit not to talk to anybody iu that wvay."

1I didn't mean yon, anyhow, repiieri Josie
in a very peniteut tone.

IlWhiat else do ire find in this untîdy
drawer? Oh1, yes, bore is disorder, and that
prompted the boy to tbrowv things ail over the
floor instead of-"

By this ti me Josie's arms were around bis
mothcr's neck. IlPlease don't, look: for any
more," lie said, pieadingly.

IlWell, 1 don't sec anytiiing further just at
preser t, and 1 wiii igive up the investigation
if you are convinced that it is far wrorse to let

rebish find its way into that treasure drawer
of yonr lieart than it is to have a few old
things put in that, wooden drawer where you
eau ensiiy take theni out,."

"WhVly, of course I sec it is worse, miamma,
and 1 amn ashamed that you fonnd it that
wray; but do you knowv how hard it is to keep
such rubbisli as anger ont of a boy's heart?
Why, it flics there before you know it."


