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resolution froîîî thc strictly le-il side, Mr. Marier
said that expert testinîioly înlust lic accepted ini Coustt
se long as the law renlainied in its present state. Ilc
would tiot contenid that expert testifliofy was ticces-
sary in itself, but %vas compulsory 1b, law%. '\rl. MarIer
distinguishcd betweetn a lcgal and a moral crime, and
quoted Henry Howard, to slio% that a prisoner shaih
neot suifer deatb if insane at tic exact moment wheni
murder is comniittcd, rcgardlcss of his prcvious or
subsequent actions. He contended titat in the pre.
sent case, twclve coniparatively ignorant mien comîld
not appreciate the testiinîony of the Icartied doctors.
Itr. 'Marier did not consider the Gauthiier trial as an
exact parallel, but adduced tic case to prove that
medical tcstiniony as to iinsanity liad iii nt lcast onle
instance been acccpted as warranty for mntal
unsoundness. «MNr. INarlcr cited anotier trial, wliiclî
he thought %vas an exact paralîi of the prcscnt case,
that cf Iayvern. The prisoner n'as lianglcd, anid upon
subsequcnt examination ]lis brain %vis founld to bc
ver>' far front that of the normal huniaui being. 'Mr.
blarler's peroration n'as aise wecll rceived by Uic
meeting.

Mr. Rowctt, Arts '97~, spoie second on the affirma-
tive. In his speech '.%r. Rowett cxhibited niuch
persoral acquaintance with tlîc facts of tlîc nîurdc'r,
and added somc local color to tic details of the tra-
gedy at Valley'field. 31r. Rowctt sawv ii the actions
of Shortis peculiarities vastly différent froin those of
bis relations who h:1d dicd inii îad houses. l-ie admit-
ted that Shortis had shown niany eccentricities. but if
insane at ail it %%us aiter notoricty. Ile saw iii the
tragedy of làarch ist the culmnination of the ambiti.)n
of the convicted. The prisoncr had often becii calcd
a fool at home, sometimes also at Valleyfield, but
ini the latter instancc the charge was prcfcrrcd by
luclcless rivais in love. '.\r. Rowctt maintaincd that
the application of the word in its graver scnsc. occurred
only when a commission was trying to find cvidiccs
of insanity. Ini ending a vcry forcible speeclh,M.
Rowctt referred to thc dcportment of Shortis immei-
diately stabsequent to the murdcr, bis apparcntly
cool satisfaction at having attaincd notoriety, and lbis
vewy rational desire of bcing %hot on thue spot by a
friend rather than facing the rigor of thc iawv.

Mr. Stewart, Law 'c)7, was the second speaker on
the negative. On talcing the platform '.%r. Stewvart
confessed that hc was about to nîakzc his maideni
speech. He hoped thc meceting would beL able to
follow bis argumnents casily. INr. Stewart point-ed out
threc thvories for determining insanity iii a prisencr,
and took as the basis of bis argument the English
staindard of the ability to discriminatc bctwccn riglit
andxwrong. The affirmative had callcd the prisoncr a
spoit child, thcy should rcally have called him a

slioilt lunatie. Ile adînitted thiat tlit A-cibisloip of
\Vater(ord liad kovîthe lad ivehi. Thelîc p ee
thouglît that iii rcality the Ardîbhislîolp lew liiin toolk
i'eul to discover the rcal inisanlity whiclî lrked ii i s
boyish îiraliks. 1-le colisidered it ouil' niatural that
wviiin the fond inothcr askced fur a letter (if recoin-
ncdation, reniiding the tyootl priest that Il nevcr

did stun sine uplOnl sudu a1 soni as tiîs soni," that lie
ï-huuld grant lier requcst. Coiiîng to tue insanity as
siiowil ini the Valleyfield iiixrder, lie conideined the

pre',ci1t systeuit of Jurics iin siuch cases. Tliey were
not oîîly ignorant ini regard to thc ni-itter bt fore tuemi,
but the>' huad takzen UlpuIl thenliselves ta over-ride the
evidence of personls of the liigliest repute who hield

opinions contrary to their owni. MNr. Stewairt différed
froin his confrères rcgardirg Uic silence of Dr. Villc-
neuve. le thoughit tlîat in tlîi% fecature of the trial
.Mr. 'Macînastcr hiad -siuoin Ui th ise-oin ofthe serpent.
Mr. Macnîlaster kniew n'eU,.said lie, thc ignorance of
lis jury, anld actcd upon luis knowlcdge. No evidence
tit Dr. Villeneuve miglit give could add anlything
to tixcir stubborn conviction tient Siiortîs %vas sane.
'Nr. Stewart went on te prove that the mania of
Shortis îvas purcly linicidal ini its nîatuure, and tîtat
ilherefore the man nuiiglit bc of apparcntly sound
mnentai capacity cxccpt %vlicn scizcd by the liomi-
cidal tcnldcncy.

The tinie liinîit n'as reaclicd bcforc thte speaker bail

fleit tlîis point
Mr. Stewar aise met with ara1good reception. lie
ist tcogtltdo isnadnscc.Ode

inîcibers of the Society iiiight %vdl give au equnal
aniaunt of pains to tue preparation of tlicir speeches.

Mr. Thoinas, Arts *9R n'as the third speaker on the
affirniativc. 1-e wvas teit littlc cluoicc in the subject
niatter oi his speech. ht oinly rcima-inedl vith him to
sçhùw fraxît the dctaiis of tic crime thiat Sîtortis %vis

quitC salle on the ist of Mardi. It appears titat
Wilson, the as.sistauît bookkeeplcr, liad a pistol in his
desk, and only gave it Up to bc cleancdl after hc had

Iwithdrawn the cartridgci. Siiortis n'as cvidently
unable to accounplish bis purpose with an cmpty
revolver. But wlien lic hîad returncd the wcapon
and it hiad been beha ch did not hcsîtatc to
snatch i up) as WVilson's back n'as tursicd, and fire
uzpon thc mien nown' t bis incrcy. The subscqucnt
dctails wcre certaitily important though ghastly.
That the crime was cornunittcd soluly for thc nîoncy
ithen ini the nîill sccmed cIe-ar to.%Mr. Thiomas, fron thei
fact that onfly when it n'as bcing rcmoved beyond his
rcach n'as Siiortis itici*;cd to the idea of murder. In
conclusçion, MNr. Tiuouîuas allegcd that Dr. Villeneuve

Shiad not been caled un tue stanud becausc the jury-
men wtcrc toc ignorant te follon' such evidence as lue
wouid have given.
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