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4 STANDARD SPEECH. *
[TRANSLATION].

Defenders of traditional spelingasert that
speling by sound canot be systemized be-
caus it wud be imposibl to preserv uniformi-
ty of pronunciation with wide diference in
speech. They do not consider that evry
cuntry has a cultivated, a scolarly (stand-
ard] languagg: and this is the language
referd to in speaking of riting by sound,
and not dialects, nor busines talk. Tho un-
avoidabl, these increasing diferences hav
not been proved insurmountabl. The Fo-
netic Hevald, publisht in Port Hope, Canada,
in its 1gth number (Nov. 1886,) quotes a
statement of a fact which decidedly contra-
dicts the aforesaid asertion. It says:

“This is the only r].:remt cuntry which has but
one language. In BEngland, the Yorkshirman
canot tall with the man from Cornwall. Tho
pesant of the Ligurian Apenines drives his
goats home at evening over hils that look down
on six provinces, neither of whose dialects he
can speak or comprechend. The European rail-
ways take the traveler whero he heaxs a scoxe of
Qialects in a singl day. Whilo here, from forosts
of Maine to tho glowing savanas of the groat
Gulf and far to the Pacitle coast, ther ar a hun-
dred races, but thor is only one language.”

Australia, too, might be meationd among
them. There we hear the same sounds as
in N. America ; and th1§ condition wil con-
tinue for many generations becaus the gen-
eral language is more highly valued than
the dialects. Iobably this wil change in
cours of centuris, but orthografy has to
take cognizance of the present alone.—Dr.
Fricke, of Wieshaden, Germany, in Norden
(Prussia) Reform.

CORRESPONDENCE.

EXPEDIENTS,

Sir,—In yur issue before last yu speak of
the Jones-Burnz Scool as ‘‘ resorting to new
expedients ;" and yu recomend * use of such
equivalents as apear comon in the old orthr-
grafy.”” Now, the Jones-Burnz method of
amended speling has for its basis, and dis.
tinguishing caracteristic, the principl, that
sounds shal be exprest by the letrs and combi-
nations of leirs which, in the ordinary spel-
ing, ost usualy represent those sounds, with-
out any reference to the sounds those caracters
represent i other languages. It is this use
of Roman letrs with reference to English
values alone, which keeps the Anglo-Ameri-
can scool (as it is termd) separat from most
other schemes, and makes it unpopular with
linguists ; tho such use of Roman letrs pro-
duces a fonetic print which is red without

‘trubl by any person who can read ordinary

English. 1 think Mr. Jones as wel as my-
self wud be perfectly wiling to admit a few

‘markt letrs, to take the place of digrafs in

({)erm positions where it might be deemd
‘best. o

New 37 vl Eriza B. Burxz.

|

— Mr. McCulla, Brampton, Ont., very
sensibly leavs off the useles g/ ofn found at
the end of the name.

. — Division into sylabls to sho pronuncia-
tion is not the same as division to sho ety-
mology.—Melvil Bell. .

—The dificulty or _.aining good ends
mesures their stability when achievd.—
Zenas Clark.

— Prof, P. Meyer, director of I'Ecole des
Chartes, Paris, givs his pupils amusing lec-
tures on the absurditis of French Speling.—
Paris Teacker.

— A dictionary of London slang and cant,
ritn in German by Heinrich Bauman, has
been publisht in Berlin. The pronunciation
is givn in a German fonetio system.

— Last year, the Ont. Teachers’ Asoc'n
apointed a comitee to report on Amended
$p. Their report, made this year, at the
annual meeting in August. was receivd and
orderd 1o be printed i minuts. Its discus-
ion is expected at annual meeting next Aug-
ust.

— The reader shud not run away with
either the impresion or conclusion that we
endors evry opinion in these colums. We
giv cach *“for what it is worth,” uules givn
special editorial comendation. Yu ar at
liberty to combat what isrong. ** Prove all
things: bold fast what is good.”

— Tho'tful educators hav repeatedly calld
atention to the blighting and stultifying in-
fluence which speling has upon the yung
mind. Itisso unvaryingly the-child’s na-
ture to infer that a certn result wil always

| folo from a givn set of antecedént circum-

stances, when such a result has once been
demonstrated to him, that he proverbialy
needs but one acquaintance with fire {o find
out that it bnrns and to copclude that it wil
do so evry time he comes in contact with it.
Just as certnly, when he is taut that t-h-c-u-
a-h stands for tho, does he believ that
t-h-r-0-u-g-h represents ko, until his teach-
er undeceivs him—or deceivs him into be-
lieving that it is #hru. Reason and experi-
ence at setat naut and he is thron bak upon
mere dogmatic anthority. It is so becaus it
is so0, whether it is so or not. Is this aform
of mental exercise to which we shud wisn
to subject the unfolding inteligence of future
free American citizens ?—]J. B. Howarp at
Cincinati Literary Club.

A young man with very marked ptosis,
Once met n sweet gixl who sold prosis,
Said she, * Will you try
Some flowers for your y?" [oye.]
Bu* he anawered horpleasently. ¢ Pno, 8is.” |
- WY Madieal Record,
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