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Tuea- result of the Eniuinterýs' 'Coniîpctition instituicti by the
ELEckîc~Î NWS fi-r the bectit oi Îis subscribers, is given in

the prescrit niîumber. :Nnbwcrs ta the questionîs propourided
werc rcciÎveti fiont osnlv four cngiîlccrs.- The lack ai intertst
thus indictîvd iî al once burprising, andi disappoinîing. t w.ts
the inîtntion that this cosîilpciîn slaould bc followcd by aithers,
but under tht CirCunl>lances it isasîlt setîn idvisableto ia ospont
futhr c1ffart iii this dirction until Canadian engineers
feel the need of andi i rsaisone desire for self iimprave-

&ment.

T iii.-t-i nuch clSappoîintmeiit expresscd by reprcsenltîives
oi tht clettîncal industries of the United Sitets as-tht result of
the rcccnl discavezy tha th hc dinensio)ns of the praposeti tlec-
trical cxhil,:ton builings in cofincenn with the %VorltIs' Fair
are inaAcquaie for thecir purpose. Unle-ss the chi archacci
can bc preiailed upon ta change tht plans x hicli have been
Iarclurcd. te clccîncal cxihiblîs, inNtcad oi being centcreti
in onc buîiding,, mnut bc dîinbsted amiongst scvtral. Such
a diitnbuîîon mutlt bc mlo!st unatîsfactîorv bath to r-xhibîîars%
andi vi.:os i 1!4 in m.ay the Itam.t, pcculîar thtt liroi. llatrrct,
Chicf of tht 1')ep:trtmicnt of Eltctriciîv in conncctîan wiuh tht
WaVrkUs Fair, sccnis not to have bten consulîcti In a iiimaiter of

,such importance. ________

ATr the requsi of a nunmbtr ai out subscribc-s, wc have
openeti in the prescrit number oi tht NIETRc i. ws a
question andi an,wAcr dcparimnt, whîch it is holied -will becaîne
one t i i nat valu-ible featurcs of this journal. Every inan

%io, tintis lîn-.eli <-alctl ulian ta aptrate clccirkc or '.tcamn plant,
is icnifron-til occasiana:llv xiih ;nizzlinîiq problcîns. tht solution
of u.hich lie wousld th.inkfully bc inadc acquaintcd %wuh,. When
the Wer cae caa knoit probhiri oi ibis natale, Iles hin>
bcthink hiin tsf the quti-,ion and tziNAcr Ici-atînnt of liais
journal. Writc down as. cqncisclyv antidan cia. possible %11.4t
you w-ant tn kna'. andi ccry effart %%îll bc tatade ta .upplv vau
with the iniintatisn. li ;s mot tcicd.. box~ccr. ilîat you Aill
blilke a %ponïc, ab-oibent oni> . ut %%ant ytsur 4.'.ibt:tncc in

answeîsing questiion. -ahrnçever you taaay bc ina ibor>iiian ta give it.

All'sî.c%INc» lias litn madie ta the Councîl of tht ciîy of
Toronto on bliahi of tht Torntoi T1clcphonc Company, a new
organiztion, fai Iserniuston ta stIrnimi res anti tsercise priiltrgts
similar ta those cemjayed by tht liell Company. That the
application is supporicd by tht signatuts of 2aoo taitpayers, is
.î,icienî prooaf ihat the telepbone: wtcis of the caty art flot

satisficdi with the present condition ofiaffairs, under which they
tîiidoubteilly are coipelled ta pay ton Iiigh a pricc. if two
tclephanie collapanies wece iii operaion, 11011ev Cl, atelep)hone
ai each systeni would becatieta necctsuîy, precluding the possi.
bility ofilcssening tht cosi anti coirnplicatang latiers in such a
way as ta addt ta tht atinoyance which flot uîifrequently is
experiezaceti wliere only aîe systeili iii use. Aplan preicrable
ta that oi bringing inito operation a second colaapany, wauld bc
ta place !soda restriktionîs upon the cxisttîîg caîî>pany as wauuld
insisre ta the citizen. a clîeap ant i fectise !,etvice.

'ri:! eeason isii îow rapidly approaching when it behooves the
careful ilanagcr ai a central tlectric plant ta look well ta his
lightning arrtbter, or if ht lias flot such a usclul huIti cantrivance
on lus lines, ta set th.tt a sufficient nuinber are pl;aced iheref
wiihout tielay. In the tarly days ofieletric lîghting, nuinerous t

casualiies hlapptnied ta dynamios without tay apparet cause.
Saine ai thtse wcre no doubt dlut ta deftctivc insulation, but the
majority' af cases owed ilîcir arigin ta the insidiaus but Iively
!,.ark ofistatic tlciricity. It was flot ai :tll îlecesry for tlîc
trouble ta happen in the îîaidst ai a howling thunder starin
uAhtrc tlîerc could bc no iiitake .tt ail about the wires being4
"6struck by Iightning " as a self-evicnt fact. A ver slighi

aittnosp)hcric disturbance, in -in electrical stiase, perhaps ctcn on
a cleatr niglit, tnlight bc abundanily sufficient ta produccý. îiny
bpark which, juiping frotin the wirc orfa dynamo ta the iran
cote, carrieti wiîh it the current ai the mnachine. In fact,
instanîces have bee:i frequent %vhert the static cîectricity gener.
atcd froin the driving bech has grotîndett the dynamo carrent
%nd burni oui tht machinc. At ail events, aIl wircs running on
poîts shosîld have efficient lightning arresters sshcre îhty enter
tht building oi tht cetral station. This is especially necessary
naw wherc circuits ai froin test ta twenty miiltrs are of comin
occurrence. The loss of tinie andi txpense causeti by the
grousidiag ai the curreni on the cure of a single dynamio would
inare ihian pay for a cosiapîtte outfit ai arresters for a whokt
station, andl i: is an occurrence Iikely ta happtn a nuînber tif
tintes in a singlt stason in an unpraiected establislinient..-

TiiiE îawou fathc±rs af West Toranta junction are mking such
anr txhib7ition ofithe resulis af municipal handling of ani electric
lighî business as ta afford a pointed illustration ai our ofi
repeattil opiniont that the exploiiing ai such thiings shoulti bt
lefi ta privatt tnterprise. Ihcv havt been at iî nearly a ytar
now. Sorti inonths àga a by.law was passed appropriating
fitern thousanti dollars ta be exptndtd in purchasing electric
lighî p>lant, but su aitr noihing bas bttn dont except ta squander
the toaWas gond inançy in a cotincilinanic jauni ta various
cities ta sec clectric light. *ihis wauîd mot be sa bati, or so
anuch warse than is usually tht case if thty had stoppeti the
c-xcursion whtn the niunicipal ;:tant was aIl expendeti, bai ta
continue tht trip ta vanious cies ai tht exptnse af a *»uld-bc
contractor was a glaring breach of tht uwrwitten law of gand
tasat, as wtell as a direct violation of the siatutes in that case

nit antI provititti. It requirts na great strain on the English
language ta designate a frc escursion :ai the txpeaisc of a
ten<ierer an a corporation contract as a mtîhod ta produce ain
undut influenct, or in ailitr %vorts, to act as a bribe in theair
favor AIen tht ammard is considered. li now appears that while
tht conimitites 'Lave betn xwaangling over the meras af their
variatis favoritits they have allowed thetiimet extpire during
which thev shoulti have givtn notice ta annul the gas contraci.
The consiitucnts of these civic salons "I thtrefore have the
pri'ilegc ofi cs-tlling in tht senti-dark-ne-ss ofithe gas Iaimps fo~r
anoihter ycar ai leasi. Whcn the iiirotaî W'inkle was oui
bhooting, Sani WtVlltr suggestted that as they would hiktlv camne
up with a eovcy of part ridgts -in the ntxt fitIid, he had better

beg,,in ta tirt at once andi ht would perhaps gtt tht shiff oui af
the bar ie by tht tine the birds would rise. I'trhapç if tlle
WtVst Tôrontonixns begin in tarnest ta Xci their electit light

systtm. ih rn7ght possibly bc in optration belote the expiration
ci tht extra )-car that fait bas sa kindly vouchsaftd ta thm.

u lggestion made by Mr Cibsm lita his capacity of
Chairman of the legislative Committe ta tht delegation Gf
stationary eniginers wbo recently wauted upon that Cosnmitîe,
was an txcecdingly good ont xnt onj that the engineers 'would
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