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ater, “the houses of worship in Belfust wepe
filled to an extent sich ns neser befare hada
parallel, and at a senson when the attendunee
at public warship is uaally less thun at vome
other times of the year,

The nwakening, isin fuct, atthis moment, on
every tongue, the topic of converaation, criti.
cism, und nrvel in every circle”

Weare in no dispoaition to deubt that here
are the doings of our King und God. With
prayerful interest we wait the further develop.
ments of Divine purposes.  ‘The Church every.
where isinte ested in the spivitunl prosperity of
every portivn of the one body, the one vine-
yard, Ireland or Scotlund cannot spivitunlly
ptosper without affecting us; “we are mem-
bersoneof nnother”  Many will lift the prayer,
“May times of refreshing come to us also ; Lord
low Jeng ¥’ Let us sow in fuith,

In this connection, we may remark, that we
value in no small degree, certnin parts of our
Synodical lbusiness, which bulked little in
the actual proceedings, Lecause time was want-
ing ;—we refer to the Reporis on the state of
Religion, and the suggestions counected with
the Statistienl Returns,  We would fondly
hope that in their varivus localities, Presbyter-
ies, Pustors, und Cengregadons,may avail them,
selves of the aids which these supply; and
find p'easure,on a more trunquil arena than
that of the Syned floor, in carrying out the
great olject intended. That ohject, in one

word, is Revivar,
SYXNODS AND UNION CONFERENCES.

Toronto has been, for two weeks or three, as
busy with ecclesiastical conventions as it was
for months before with ! asseinblies, The
same daily prints that has . recorded the pro-
ceedings of the Supreme Court of our Presby-
terian Church of Canada, have reported, almost
simultaneously, the consultations not unly of
the United Presbyterian Syuod, but of the
Diocesun Synods of Toronto and Huron, and. a
few days earlier, those of the Congregational
Union of Canada. One is reminded of the
three constituent parties of the Westminster
Assembly three centuries ago, and of the * fa-
shious propositions™” and *the sharp debates™
which, Principal Baillie tells us, in his Jetters
and journals, divided the Colemnns of that day
from the Gillespivs and Rutherfords, and both

of these from the Goodwins, and Bridges, and ;

Nyes; sometimes the Erastian  doing hattle
against the Preshyter and Independent alike,
0a the question whether uny Church govern-
ment has Leen instituted by Cliist, distinet
from the civil; and again, Prelatist and Con-
gregationalist in conflict with Iresbyter on
the *ruling clder,” aye or no, “a point,” saye
Baillie, * wherein we stick.”  Anon, the ques.
tion whether pastors and teachers are distinet
offices or identical, cost “many a brave dispute.’s

Presbyteriaviem bore the sway in numbers,
and pot in the Astembly only, but it would
seem in the approving sentiment of a large
propoition of the natiun, though the oppori-
tion of both the other parties hindered the

general and permanent adoption of that polity
inSouth Britain,  Preshyteriunsss we are we,
however, much more rejoice in every munifes-
tation of the unity of Christinns, and in their
services in common to the ene Christian cause,
than in any comparative advaninge of numbers
or influence appearing to accrue to our own
way. But we liope it is in this very eatholie
spirit thut we mark the converging of extremes
to the centre, or the partial adoption of our
Presbyteriun platform by Diocesans on the
one hand, and lndependents on the other, Ot
course, beth lay in their caveat ngainst this
conclusion, The Bishop is not a Moderator
only, and the “ Union® is but for mutunl ad.
vice and friendly co.operation. Still there is
our Mcdirator with larger power,—here our
Synodical action with less jurisdiction.  We
think we #ee in Loth quarters one homage
rendered to our principle.  The rest is detuil,
We value the operativn of a power of govern-
ment by Presbytery, even if it does not cluim
to be coordinate with that of the Prelute,
Wo love to see the recognition of the brocher-
hood, and the concert in ecclesiustical action,
although accompanied with the disc.aimer of
duminion over faith, which we nlso repudinte
as no part of our plun, We hold the mean,
And if our scheme of polity docs not approve
itself to all, we fear the fuult is in our admin.
istration.  Presbyterinnism, we venture to tell
the Episcopalian, has on its side the suffrages of
his own most revered names, at all eveuts to
its not umseriptwal chamacter,  Clement, in
that golden relic of antiquity, bis first epistle,
kuows no other than Presbyter-Bishops., Iy-
natius cnjoins subjection to the Presbytery
as to the Apostles of Chuist; that is, so fur ns
apostolic succession belongs to any, it is to
them—* the council of God”—he ascribes it,
Irenzus and Jerome say not, “the Church is
where prelutes ure” but * where fuith is,”
says the one; “where the spirit is,” says
the other. And well may we oppose to
the ligh pretensions of a Dancroft and
a Laud, the concessions of a looker, a
Stillingtleet, and an Usher, in favor of the
identity of Presbyter and Prelate. So ulso wve
venture to say to the Congregationalist,—
¢ Brother, we buil your association,—we love
your vesolutions, though you don't call them
deerees,—we hope good suceess to your ad-
vices, though you beseceh, when you might
enjuiny—we believe you would not aceepy
every profier of fellowship, though you muy
decline, by formal judgment, to cut off. A judy-
ment, it seemws to uz, there is in such recogui-
tions of fraternity; and your co-operutive ac-
tion, how cun it be catried out but by rules?
‘The proceedings of v arious religivus bo-
dies are before the worlt,  As Lecomes Prot-
estants, they are all open, above bourd, Euch
may learn something of the othera Welove
to recognizeinalla purpose to serve the one
Lord; and they, whocver they ave, who shall
most in the epirit of their master, “‘seekthe
lo-t” and shall donost to instruct and re-
form the covununity, and evangeliss the world,

will justly claim to le “ie follo* 2rs of the
Apostles, anad the glory of Ghrist.” That is an
Apostolic say ng, und worthy to be pondered,
** Not he that cummendeth himself isapprovid,
but whom the Lord commendeth.”

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD,

This Synod was held in the Bay Street
Presbytetian  Chureh, commencing its sit.
tings on June 18th,  The retiving Moderator,
the Rev. Mr, Aitken, of Smith's Fulls, preached
the apening sermon from 1,Cor, 1, 17. and which
felt to be so full of mighty Gospel truth, forei-
ULly presented, that a requisition from Ministers
and Elders was made to Mr, Aitkin to allow it
tobe published.  ‘This, we understand, wus
agreed to, so that very eoon it will e hefore
the public for general edifieation.  The Lusi-
ness belore the Synod was principally of a
routine nature. The subject of the educaiion
of students fur the Ministry ocenpied attention,
some wishing that while students are not at
present necessitated to take a regular collegiate
course, grreater Strictness should be exercized
respecting their studies and qualifications ;
and others contending that the rule should he
as in Britain, that all students be obliged to
pass through the University. Inthe meantime
the opinion come to was, thatstudents be ta-
ken as formerly, with increased watchfulness
over their studies, while it is desirable that as
many as possible regularly enter the college.

The Union guestion was the one of publie
concetn. A few were in fuvor of the Australiun
bagis of union; but this view met littla
support.  The one agreed on by the Joint
Committee was at length earried, with
very slight alterations, by a very large majority,
Four of the Ministers craved leave to dissent,
but we understand, did not carry it out. The
note to the fourth article was sent with the
bagis, but at the same time a number deeming
it unnccessary, and advising that it should be
dropped.

The Rev. Mr. McLeod, Deputy from the
(New School) United States, was courteously
reccived, but the Synod declined sending a
Deputy in return; the chief reason belng
we understand, tie position of that Chureh in
respect to doctrinal opinions.,

The Rev. Dr., Ryerson’s cireular to the Church
Courts was not taken up, further than to hand
it over toa Committee to report on next year,

TheSynod closed on the evening of Triday
the 17th iust, efter a very plensant session,
and the enjoyment of much cordial feeling
umong the members, The next meecting isto
be held at Hamilton, on the second Tuesday
of June, 186+,

A wmmittee was appointed to co-operate
with other churches in the oliservance of the
ter-centenary of the Reformation in Scotland.

—Com.

WerLester.—The Congregation at Welleeley
have given acall to the ltev. Jat.es Boyd, for-
merly of Markham.



