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THE ARCHBISHOP'S LAST
SERMON

Last words are always precious. The
vitf: of Dr. Benson, the late A1 chbiskop
o? Canterbury, to iresand, will for
wrny a day linger ‘n the meimorieg
o? Irish churchmen a4 churchmen i,
cvery land, and 80 wc¢ need no- ¢x-
cuse for the republication of his last
sermon, preached In Aimagh Cutdc-
dral. His Grace chose <s his text,
Rev. I, 1, “The Revzlation of Jesus
Chlrist.” -

“8t. Jolhn has well cailled nis book
the Apocalypse of Josus Christ. It
i3 the presence of Christ as lving
in this world which is unveiled in ft
scene after scene. Ir jt the ower
of Christ is again and again threatened,
the light of Christ is again and again
i1z eclipse, and crisic after crisis that
kirgdom and light are re-establislie3
£nd re-eatablished and  r newad,
tl'rough conflict, suf ring and ®urk-
ness, from His resurrection to the
sl reunjon with Himself of cuvea

ar.d purified humasity, He only iy
shown forth in the Apocalypse as the
tne principle of provross, the one 1o
of lberty. The unveiling, the raveln-
tien, the Apocalypsc of Christ Iz so
coranletely the subtect of ‘The whele
Lbuok that after the title no form of
the word unveiling recurg in it It
I constantly useq to  describe
an unveiling  which  should be
i vrogress for every saul, as well as
the whole world, For ntast of us there
are crisis ‘of unyelicf—eclipses  of
ctrist.  There are reqssey tions, recov-
eries, restorations, be;or: we ean ha-
ceme wholly His, and nefore He is
WEolly ours. St. Peter spaaks of surh
an unvelling of Christ to our minww
a4 proceeding steadily by means of
grace, which streams out from God
ujon our disciplined thought and so
ber hope. He bids us trust upon the
g:ace which is bhorne in on us in tha
urvelling of Jesus Clrist. St Paul
dwells on a spirit of unvefling which
cnables us to realize divine
facts more vividly, to perceive
tleir bearings, and *a rench true con-
ceviusions as to what the puwer of
Christ really is what His present energy
l«, svhat H.s church was nmeant to bhe,
and actually is, in re'ation to the phy-
sical and moral wor'd No one who
reads his lofty prayer which he tells
the Ephesiuns "He oWaed constantlv
fir them, can questio., that he tuught
that a tone of mind Is attainahje Ly
us to which Christion wruth grows
Caily plainer, deeper and fuller; that i
i» a tone able to strengthen our meral
and intellectual pow.r, while it bLe-
lengs itself to a higher sphitual region
above and heyond hHari: He pniayell
tat they might be abin (o comprehand
what is length and Goeadili anad depeh
and height and to know the love of
Christ, which-passoeth knowledge: that
they might be filled w'th .31 the fulness
0! God. Now, my dear friends, there
are three Kinds of unvelling of whirh
I would like {o speal: to you thiz af-
ternoon, three kinds of unveiling ~which
are always going on—the unveiling of
Jisus Christ personslly to us: the un-
velling of Christ’s encinles it we re
observant and the unveiling of our
selves to those who watch us from
the other world. Wha: St. Paul Jaays
nlhout the things which he wignhes
should be unveiled to ue. is a wimple
appeal to facts—to facts which anre
wihin the capacity of almost all to
ascertain, who will give themuelves
with a perfectly simpi= earnistness

of mind, to rule thelr tives, tc Keep
their conscience pure and untjolated,
who will place themeseivea in the nre-
sence of and surrender themselves to
the Intluence of Jesus Christ.  Most of
us o are really conscteus how rurh
cicarer our vigion wawd hecome it we
were always perfectly sincere in 1I's-
tening to consclence, perfectly mantly
in following and obeying, and  pertectly
independent of fashion :nad epinion.
There may be those and { cantot ac-
count for it, who are not sensitive to
spiritual fmpressiony. bt these are
hany more who know what spiritual
ir<pressions are, but who do nst real
ize them with force, unn many mare
s#ull, who do know and wno do ,2alize
them, and yet do nos know ful,y how
high and how close are (he relation-
s«hips inte which t% have hoen
biought by those himvressions. And
¥y¢+ this ungrasped thingz this carejeas-
1> handled thing, is the power of the
Gespel; this half-percenved light is the
hight of the world.  71e promise of 1the
Holy Ghcest is the promise to us of a
Divine Companion—~*1 80 away, but 1
will 7>nd Him unto you.” There are
those who do not inow or 8ce Hin,
but ye know Him, for He dwellath
with you and shall iwe in you.' It 1s
8 poszible to be inteiested In His
teaching; it is so passible that evon
our hearts may burn within us as tkat
tez ching penectrates ng, angd even then
oUT eyes may be holdrr s0 that vwe do
1ot know who this st:: ag Cominanion
ttis Divine talker is How dcex jt
wme to us?  Some one has {elk:d
with us, some oune axs read to us,
Sme one has lodge? words of St.
Jehn or St. Paul, or Christ tn & sa-
cred corner of our ivmits which hes
Eien opened by a grief cor by 1 lova,
<1 by something kesnor than either,
and we would not fy- anything aart
with what we have so sesn and kno'vn,
Have we not noticed how the Divine
Ccmpanion déllghts In e companichne
skip of goond men with each <cther?
The companionship of two young
soldiers, David ang Jenathan, s s®e
most tenderly describeaq episode tn tie
Old Testament. It was wanen two
friends sat logether In the ccunstry
inn. when the evening walk and telk
kad been enjoyed, and they had press-
ed their unkioivn friend {o” atay, ¢
was then in the socia' act when e
blessed the Lread and dividel it, 1t
was then their eyes were opercd and
they knew Him. It was when 30Me
disclples weare gathered together pray-



