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resurrcetion to eternal life.” We
do not believe that every one we
bury will rise to happiness, neither
does the Church preunounce any
judgment on the peison now buried.
The words will bear no such con
struction as some persons pub on
them, and there need be no scruple
in using them. Ior it is not HIs
tesurrection, but THE GENERAL
YESURRECTION that we here profess
our faithin. 'We do not say “ Who
shall change m1s vile body,” but
“our vile budy Consequently
the words are inserled, that when
lay a body in tho grave we may
express our belief in the foundation
doctrine of the Resurrection of all
men from the dead. A confirma-
tion of this is found in the office
for Burial at Sea, where the words
are: *“We therefore commit his
body to the deep, to be turned
into corruption, looking for the

resurrection of the body (when the_

sea shall give up her dead) and the
life of the world to come” . . .

[ heard a voice from lheaven.
Tuis is frem Revelation xiv. 13,
and has been used at burials for a
areat many centuries.

Then follew the versicles, the
Lord’s Prayer, a Prayer and a Col-
lect.

In the prayer it has been ebjected
that it is unnatural to give thanks
for the death of a friend. We
grieve over his loss as human beings,
we give thanks as Christians, know-
ing from what he is delivered, and
that the longer he remained, the
more sins would he have committed,
and the more afflictions endured.

The Colivct. It is cailed thel
Collect, because in the first Prayer
Book of LEdward VI. there ivas
provision for the celebration of the
Holy Communion, and this prayer

sll"htly altercd stood there f01 the
Collect. It is a collection of pas-
sages of Scripture. To the words,
“as our hope is this our brother
doth,” objection has Dbeen taken as
unfit to be used over the bodies of
persens of notoriously evil life. It
might be faizly said, that after a
soul has gone to its account, the
Church, in the person of her
miuisters, should 1in charity hope
the best for it. They would have
no right to condemn or acquit;
they might in the exercise of
divine charity “hcpe all things.”
Buat another point should be noted.
Therc are two kinds of hope—one
is of assurance, built upon gieunds
of belief ; the other of desire, built
upon our affections. We do not
affirm that all we bury ave saved,
neither can we positively affi m
that any soul is condenned. A
person is out ab sea in a storm.
A friend on shove says, «“I hope he
is not lost.” There 1s ne assurance.
He hopes that it may bhe as he
speaks. Consequently iwhen this
passage is read over those who have
been notoriously wicked, the hope
is of this sort, by whiech we may
hope w:ll of a person, unless we
are sure that it isill with him. In
the case of ethers, our hope is
stionger, ana rests on better evi-
dence. Let those who call this
hope in question tremble when they
think of the words ‘Judge not
that ye be not judged.” ¢ We will
easily grant,” as Dean Comber says,
“that all professed Clristians do
not sleep in Christ; but™since we
bury singie persons, we cannot cer-
tiinly know the state of particular
men : and where we are ignorant, it
is safest to speak and hope the best.”

Then after «the grace” we go
home



