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Providence,and admire the hand of him who
“ Leeps all our bones, not one of them is
broken.”

This call for gratitwle is inereased when
we look through the vista of years through
which many of as have passed :—

When in this vale of vears, [ backward lJook.

And mis< ~uch numbers, numbers too of such

Tirmer in heaith, and greener in their age

And strictest en their guard, and fitter tar

To play dife's subile game, L scarce believe
Istillsurvive.

But more especially have we reason for
gratitude, when we remember how unprofit-
able we are, yea Low vilein hissight.  Some
have noteven yet begun to fove or honour
him, and their whole past lives have been
spent in dishonouring him.  The best of us
have to moumm over wasted opportunitics—
over many shortcomings—and over long
continued unbitfulness.  “ It is of the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed,
and because his compassions fail not.”

But for what purpese are we alive this

day. Some e alive thisday, that they may
fill up the measure of the inigumities. Thig
was the reason why the Canasnites were so
long permitted to occupy the land.
waits for sinners to reaeh the ntmost depths
of depravity, before destruction overtakes
him. The Jews we are told filled up their
sins alway.  Therefore wrath is come npon
them to the uitermost. ¥t is when the
harvest of the carth is ripe, that the angel
will “thrnst in his sickle, and gather the
vine of the earth, and cast it into the wine-
press of the wrath of God.”
* Every impenitent sinner is constantly fill-
ang up the measure of his iniquity. Every
day and cvery moment he is adding to the
afmount of his guilt.  Every opportunity for
Fepentance neglected, every means of spirit-
aal good misimproved, and every delay of
-doom is rendering him worse and fitting him
for destruction. Every unconterted sinner
‘has thus the most solemn reason immediate-
ly to flee from the wrath to come, lest hard.
ening his heart when he hiears God’s voice,
He swears in his wrath, that he shall not en-
ger into his rest.

‘But many arealive this day because God
wwishes to give them space for repentance.
Nay, with all their sing their lives ave spared

.
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for this purpose, unless their own obstinacy

prevents. Rhould they indeed continue ve-

bellious, the delay will only e the filling up

the measure of their iniquity.  Butit isin

love and merey that God grants delay. He

is slow to angey, and plenteous in mercy.

“Il¢ has no pleasure in the death of him

that dieth but rather that he should tum

from his ways and live.” e therefore pro-

longs their time of mercy  Daring the an-

tediluvian age the long-suflering of God

waited while the ark was preparing, one

handred and twenty yewrs,  Three years

the keeper of the vireyard comes seeking
fruit on the fig tree, and yet at intercession

it is spared longer.  No unconverted read-

ers, God is sparing you. It may be at the
intereession of seme christian friend or of
the zreat Intercessor before the throne, that

yourlife is prolonged, but it is that youinay
turn to him, while the day of grace lasts.

“The goodness of God leadeth thee to re-

pentance.”  If ithear fiuit, well, ifnot, afier

that theu shalt cut it down.” O do not

“after your hardness and impenitent heart

treasure up wrath against the day of wrath.”

What reason have you to he thankful that
God has net already cut you down, and left.
you to cry, “The havvest is past, the sun-
mer is ended, and weare not saved.” Ilow
many of your companions in folly and shame
have been removed, hut you are spared,

though God has seen all your sin.  Will
you continue to provoke him, and thus ul-
timately sink yourself in the wunost depths
of remediless woe.

But some of us are alive this day, to glo
rify God. "Fhisis the object for which Chris-
tiang live. “ This people have I formed for
myself, they shall show forth my praise.”
They shall he trees of rightconsuess the
planting of the Lord, that he may be glori-
fied.””  “Ierein ismy Father plorified, that
ye bear much freit.”  “ Glorify God in your
bodies and spirits which are his.” Glori-
ous privilege! Ennobling blessing! Who
amoug us is thus employed? * Now there.
fore our God, we thank thee and praissthy
glorious name.”

It is 2 merey that any of us has not lived
entirely to himself. But mast not the best
acknowledge, that he has lamentably coms,



