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and brilliant 111e, its riatchiless nervous activity, its extreine
mnluscularity, its voluntary power to augment animal hecat. Sucli
coiitrivances, sub'tle and unexampled, reconciles the paradox of a
being, microscopie in corporeal dimiensions and remarkable for
the nîinuteness of the bulk of its blood, sustaining a framle,
gIraceful in its littlenessý, yet capable of prodigious nechanical
resuits."

SOME STATISTICAL FEATURES OF THE FLORA
0P ONTARIO AND QUEBEC,

AN])A COMPARISON W1TII TIIOSE OF TUIE UNITED STATES FLOUA.

J3y A. T. DRtuMmoNi.

The recent issues by Prof. Gray of a filfth edition of blis
Manual of Botany of' the NTort.liern United States and by Mr.
Hlorace Mann of a Catalogrue of thie Phoenogamous Plants of the,
United States eàst of the Mississippi, have suggested the t.houghit
thiat wvith the mnterials for a flora, of Ontario and Quebec, whichl
hiave been for somne ycars accuniulating, the proinient statistical
characteristies of our local vegetation iniglt now be indicated
with reasonable certainty, and a fair comparison institutcd hbo-
tween themi and tiiose of the Blora of the United States. Tliat
any statistics given will, in comîng years, bc altercd in consequenco
of additions xîîadc to oui' ilora, is certain. There is reasoni to,
believe thiat a considerable nmber of pluecnogamous and filicoid
plants miot at present known to occur -%ithin, oui' gographical
limits) will yet ho detected there. WThilst, liowcver, these statis-
tics are not investcd withi absolute ccrtainty, thie3 eau, I tliinký,
bc regardcd as fair general conclusions.

The 'works of Michiaux, Purshi, H-ooker, Torrey and Gray, etc.,
afford mnuch informiation. regarding the flora, of this part ofl the
continent, but siîîce thecir publication our kniow'lcdge of it lias
been greatly cxtcndcd. Foreign as wvdfl as provincial scientiflo
journals have within the past fcw ycars coutained valuable papers
on the subject of Canadian botany. The institution of a socicty,
%vhlose special amni wab the promlotion of botanical researcli in Our
lnidst, infuscd for a time muchi intercst in tEe study, and resulted
in tile accumulation of considerable, material for a provincial
flora. Soine of the papers and catalogues were publishied iii tlue
sûcicty's 1Aunais,' but inany arc still in ninuscripi. To these
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