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and covercd," as we say. The rest of the piece I hand
plouigied with iy own tean to a good depth and well
turined over. The corn on that part which vas poorly
ploughed, sehowed the best ail through the season, anid
turned out more and botter corn than the other.

Stalk or stubble ground should be plougied deeper.
The reason for se muelh and thieroigi iurface culture is,

that the roots of the corn obtain their nourishiment from
near the surface, and do net strike deep isto the soit. For
this reason, do not cultivate deeply after the roots have
made miiîucht of a start, else they will be broen and inîjury
be done to the corn, but let the subsequent culturo be
principally with the barrow and cultivator, leaving the
groudil as nearly level as possible; having an eye to pro.
ler drainago by cultivating the last timîîe across the lands
and opening ont the land furrows.

To recapitulate:-Sced proctred as per the foregoing
germinates vith more certainty, grows more vigorously,
tends to ripen carlier, and improves in quality. To prove
vhicl, I msay mention that I have hiad for sixteen years, a
variety that, at the beginning, was se largeand late, that
but a small portion of it would ripen. Now, it is of good
size, very firmi on the cob, weiginîg well and early enough
for anîy season we have liad since I got it accliinated.

I would net advise the culture of corn on a large scale,
in sections of country where its success is douîbtftul, but
try some, by ail means, as an experiment; for it is by
striking out into new fields of enterprise, that some of the
nost valtied acquisitions to art and science have been

broughît about.
Don't bo confined to old and tried varicties, but retain

thiem as fixed facts, and ever be on the alert for something
new and equally reliable with a possibility of improving
on the old. Jf the best of results are not experiened, and
the bighest expectations reaclied the first season, don't be
discouraged but try on, rememubering that none, or very
few of the cultivated varieties of grain, fruit, vegetaIes or
flowers, which now reward the labor and make glad the
heart of the husbandman, were naturally so valuable.
They have been brought te their present state by judicious
cultivation.

In the future, wlen sufcicient time bas elapsed to
demionstrate the foregoing b>y actual planting and har-
vesting, those who act upon these suggestions will be doing
ne, and probably others, a plcasure, by publishing flcir ex-
perience.

Pieasait Plain, Warren Co., Ohio.
WsM. FuERRis.

Sorrel.
EDTon CANADA FARMER :-In looking over the Febru.

ary FARiMER, I noticed a paragraph about the cause and
preventive or eradication of sorrel. The writer of this
article holds that the presence of sorrel indicates acidity
in the soil, which is an assertion I do net altogether agree
w-ith. Therefore for the good of those who read this piaper,
I will give what I consider the truc version on this sub.
ject.

If sorrel only grew in a soil possessing a sour property,
a person would naturally thinîk that sugar cane would only
grow wlere the soil i sweet, but we find both sorrel and
sugar cane growing side by side in the saune soi]. That
.sorrel is natural to certain soils I will admit, but the sour
-property of this plant is caused by the action of the alnos.
phere and sun upon its juicei.

To show more plainly that the soil bas little or nothing
.to do with the taste of different plants, I will call your at-
.tention te the apple, or any tree which can be grafted. If
a farmer bas an apple tree which bears an inferior sweet or
.sour apple, the first thing lie thinks of (if le is an intelli-
gent fariner) is to have it gratfed with some more market-
able kind. e' he znight have every limb bearing a different
knd of apple, without any previous alteration iln the soil,
thus plainly showing tlat the change takes place wholly
above the surface of the soil.

That summer falluwing wdlI destroy surrel, I will admit,
but the reason thiat lime and sait apper te destroy it, is be.
cause it makes a change in the soif which is not agrecable
te its growth, therefore it must die.

I suppose icarly ever farimer hlas sen that ,lant w hieb
belongs to the order o fernis, commsonly callc " Dev's
Guts, or " Old Man's Beard," growiung oui certaini low land,
or damp rond, o! w-hich I micisember icarmg a muan sayit
indicated a seur pioperty of the soi ; biut just nider.dram
thmat soit and its days are numnbered iu tiat place, thus

plainlly showin that it dolights in a soil hnving nu excess
of water. Ani so it is throIgh the whole vegetable king.

, especially that part i licl is foimd in its natural
state.

This pecnliar property is not wholly confined to the vege-
table, luit we fini it stroni i iarked i the animal king-
dom. For iiistance, in lthc ilighmlaids of Scotand, we fu11%
a small breed of lalf.wild cattle, wvhile on the low land, or
most fertile irts of En land, we find the heavy Diurhan.
Ou the Cha hills of Englandi the Southdownl shei only
are found, whiie ou the lower or heavy land we fmi Cots-
wold and Lincoln shecp, two breeds muuch larger than the
former, therefore requmrin a more luxuriant vegetable
growth than could b foun ou the Chalk lille.

R. U. P.
Brant, Ont.

The expression " acidity " was not tised in flic literal
sense in which our correspondent bas taken it, viz., that
the sorrel dorives its acid taste fromn the influence upon it
of the state of the soil. What vas ineant by the paragraph
was that the presence of sorrel showed a sour or bad state
of the soil which a clean summer fallovr or the application
of lime and sait would rectify.

Laying Ont a Nowly-Cleared Farn.

In the CANADA FARMER of March 15th, " Farmer" asks
for ielp in laying ont his farma. As the subject was
occupying my thoughts not very long ago, I send hlim the
condensed result of them.

In fencing a farm, I want my fields as large as can be, to
save fencing and land; as regular in forn as possible, to
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facilitate ploughing, &c., and as many opening direct into
the barn.yard as I can make do so, for convenience in haul-
ing, and to save roads, cither permanent or through crops.
Some five fields will commonly be division cnough in, a
moderate.sized farm, and so I would divide the land in
question somnewhat as in the plan above. No. I would
enclose bouse and barn, and the rest of the field would do
for permanent mueadow or pasture, and if now layin ont
the farn would, if otherwise suitable, do for an orc ard.
It takes up about ten acres. Nos. 2, 3, and 5 are cach
twenty acres ; Nos. 4 and 6, being each a trifle more or less
than that, according to size and shape of wood lot. A
second fence along the dotted line will citelose the only per-
manent road needed, and let bis stock have the run of the
bush, if " Farmer" is se disposed.

Orillia, Ont. A BAcxwooDS FARMER.

Boducing Bones.

EnrroR CANADA FARME:-Can you give me a reci}fe
for reducing bones by fermentation-not the one gioen in
the FARMER of April 15, 1874?

OLD SUscRIBER.

Put the bones in a barrel, and mix with themu about an
equal proportion of ashes. Keep themn always wet with
soap.suds, applied as hot as possible, but net in such quan.
tity as to leach the ashes. Tihe bones will be disintegrated
in the course of a few months.

Or, try the following method of reducmng bones which is
given i the New York Tribune. To 100 pounds of rather
finely ground boue take 25 pounds oil of vitriol, sift out
about two-thirds of the coarsest boue, put mi a tub made
by sawmng in two a fish barrel or hogshead, no.sten uni-
fornly and well with water, thon add gradually the vitriol,
stirrmng and mixing thoroughly. Let it stand 24 htours, or
unîîtil the coarsest parts are well softened, then muta i the
finer part of the bone, which m dli dry the mass and fit it
for ianîdihng. If the boes are very coarse, more acid, by
5 or 10 pounds, muay be used. If the bontes are ungroiîund
it is more trouble to dissolve thes in acid than ticy are

APRnm 15,

w-orth. In that case either reduco witl nihes, or burn them,
aîd dissolvo thte burned bonc in acid, To roduce wiUh
ashes requires several. weeks of time. Pack item, after
breaking up vith a sledgc somiewhat, in a barrel or box.
filling the chinks up cntirely w-ith wood asien, thon pour
in enough vater to w-et the whole, but not enougi to drip
ont fron flic vessel. li finie, if kopt moist, the animal
iatter of the boue wvill decoiiiose, anid th wholo mass

may be crushcd to powder. To buru bones, build tien up
in a lhajp oit a low pile of wood and set lire. WVhen
burned they can be imostly crnshod with a flail or sledge.
The psoVdier is treated as directed for bone dust, oxcept
that 60 or 65 pounîds of oil of vitriol may he usod for 100
of the burned boîte.

Exporience in Raising Turnips.

ErDIoR CANADA FAltulERt :-This is my thrce years' ex
perience in raising turuips on land that is bad with woods.
The first time I tried then broadcast and hîad 300 bushcls.
Thme second time I tried <liteu in drills and only had 250
bushels. Both seasons wcre aliko favorable. Those in
drills were a much better sample. It seemed as if it was a
profitable crop both times, if ther had not been so mucli
work with the weeds. They were in the saine field each
ycar but on a differcit place. The land was all alike.

Tihe next year I thouglht I would try some plan te get
clear of so many weceds. I hardly know iow te do, but I
was determined to try something; soI proparod te ground
as early as I couîld get on it. I lad a good iron harrow
which fitted the ground, no matter what shapo it waa. I
went to tle blacksmitli and got irons made that I oculd ft
into the barrow for cutting and tearing out weeds. The
ground being prepared, as soon as the woeds came up about
an inch or two sigh, I went over it with the barrow which
made a completo jol> in ctittin and rooting them up. I
then loft them sountil the weedscame up the second time.
Then I took flue harrow and cleaned them off again. I let
the land lie a few days and then I sowed it broadcast. I
was sure the secd was good, because I raised it m yseif; and
I sowed it very thin. It came up very even, and the plan
of killing the weeds proved successful. There were a few
weeds come up, but the turnips were so far almead of them.
that they amounted te nothing.

As it liappened that year, on account of a lot of extra
work, i di not get anything more done to the turnips, but
after taking them up, I hadl 350 bushels of good large.sized
roots, besitie a lot o smsall ones which were ieft in te field.

Onleida, Ot. J. E.

DRILLINo CoRN FOR A CRoP.--An Indiana farmer is satis.
fled that the inmediate restlt of drilling in corn is an in.
crease of teu to fifteen busiels per acre, te ay nothing of
the cconomized labor both in planting and tending.

PLouGHiNio iN Aucusr.-Says old " Walks and Talks"
in the Amcrican Agriculturist :-Mr. "G. B.,"of Nebraska,
vho asked me soute tie ago whether I would Ilough land
wlien it was dry in August, wrote me again ust before
winter set in, that if lie had wait'ed, lie should net have
niceded te ask the question, for says lie, "I could net help
noticing that the land ploughed lu August in in by far the
best condition now," and aIso that "land ploughiod a year
ago, when very dry, now plougls up again lu mulih better
condition than that plouglied when Lie land was weiter."
This is precisely in accordlance with my own experience.

TURNIS AND CORN ToaETHERu.-A Westehester Co.,
N.Y. farmer is in the habit of sowing yellow Aberdeen tur-
ni amsg his corn at the last passage of the cultivator,
wlen the plants are about five feet in ieiglit. The turnipe
do net ma mtuich growth until the corn is eut, after which
they swell rapidly. The cost is nothing except for seed
and harvesting, and corn, being already cut,.is not injured
wlen the turnps are gathered in. From one to four hundred
biushels of turnips per acre have been thus obtained with.
out lessening the con crop. Weeds are not tolerated. and
the wlole strengti of the land is devoted, as it abould be,
to useful crops.

PuRSERVNo MANURE.-The Boson dournal of Chemistir/
states that the sources of loss in the storage of mniure are
two : first, the escape of volatile ammonia and other gases;
and secondly, the loss of valuabe salet by leaching. "The
tirst difficulty nsay be obviated by covering the excrement
wmth egi ht or tei incites of ood soi! or loam, which will
absorb 11 escapiig gases. X bushel or so of plaster rmay
be advaitageousdy scattered over the heap before the soil
is thrown on. The whole mass should be perfectly eovered,
'Caving no "cchimney " for gaseous exudation. The danger
of leacmng may b avoided by covering the heal with Yay
or straw sufficiently thich te shed nost of the ram. Ifkept
s tis way a sufficient tine, the manusre will underge spon-
taneous iecomposition, the products of whicis will eready
for immiiediate assimuilation îîy plants. Tise usual process
of eartmîg manumre te the fields in the autumn te waste, by
both the bove processes, somte of their most valuable coa.
stituents, should be avoided.


