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THE CANADA FARMER,

Arnin 15,

and covered,” as wo say. The rest of tho picce I had
ploughed with my own team to a good depth and well
turned over. The corn on that part which was poorly
ploughed, showed the best all through the season, and
turned out more and better corn than the other.

Stalk or stubble ground should be ploughed decper.

The reason for so much and thorough surface culture is,
that the roots of the corn obtain their nourishment from
near the surface, and do net stnike deep into the sml.  For
this reason, do not cultivate deeply after the roots have
made much of a start, else they will be broken and injury
bo done to the corn, but let the subsequent culture be
principally with the harrow and cultivator, leaving the
ground as nearly level as possible; having an eyo to pro-
yer drainago by cultivating the last time across the lands
and opening out the land furrows,

Lo recapitulato :—Seed procured as per the foregoing
germinates with more certainty, grows more vigorously,
tends to ripen carlier, and improves in quality. To prove
which, I may mention that I have had forsixteen years, a
variety that, a3t the beginning, was so largeand late, that
but a small portion of it would ripen. Now, it is of good
gize, very firm on the cob, weighing well and carly enough
for any scason we have had since 1 got it acclimated.

I would not advise the culture of corn on a large scale,
in sections of country where its success is doubtful, but
try some, by all means, as an experiment; for it is by
striking out into new ficlds of enterprise, that some of the
most valued acquisitions to art and science have been
brought about,

Don’t be confined to old and tried varicties, but retain
them asfixed facts, and ever be on the alert for something
new and equally reliable with a possibility of improving
on the old. If the best of results are not experienced, and
the highest expectations reached the first season, don't be
discouraged but try on, remembering that none, or very
few of the cultivated varieties of grain, fruit, vegetaules or
flowers, which now reward the labor and make glad the
heart of the husbandman, were naturally so valuable,
They have been brought to their present state by judicious
cultivation.

In the future, when sufficient time bas clapsed to
demonstrate the foregoing by actual planting and har-
vesting, those who act upon these suggestions will be doing
me, and probably others, a pleasure, by publishing their ex-
perience.

Wat. Ferris,
Picasant Plain, Warren Co., Ohio.

Sorrel,

Lprtor Caxapa FARMER :—In looking over thoe Febru-
ary Faryer, I noticed a paragraph about the cause and
preventive or eradication of sorrel. Tho writer of this
article holds that the presence of sorrel indicates acidity
in the soil, which is an assertion I do not altogether agree
with, Therefore for the good of those who read this paper,
1 will give what I consider the true version on this sub-
ject.

If sorrel only grew in a soil possessing a sour property,
a person would naturally think that sugar cane would only
grow where the aoil is sweet, but we find both sorrel and
sugar canc growing side by side in the same soil. That
-sorrel is natural to certain soils I will admit, but the sour

-property of this plant is caused by the action of the atmos.
Phere and sun upon its juices.

To show more plainly that the soil has little or nothing
40 do with the taste of different plants, I will call your at-
stention to the apple, or any tree which can be grafted. If
a farmer has an apple tree which bears an inferior sweet or
-sour apple, the first thing he thinks of (if he is an intelli-
sent fanner) is to have it grafted with some moro market-
able kind. ay, e might have every limb bearing a different
kind of apple, wathout any ptevious alteration in the soil,
thus plainly showing that the change takes place wholly
above the surface of the soil.

That summer fallowing will deatroy surrel, I will admit,
Lut the reason that lime and salt apper to destroy it, is be-
cause it makes a change in the soil which 13 not agreeable
t01ts growth, thercfore 1t must die.

1 suppose ncarly every farmer has scen that plant wiich
Delongs to the order of ferns, commonly called ' Devil's
Guts,?' or **Old Man's Beard,” growing on certainlow land,
or damp ground, of which I1emember heaning a man sayit

jndicated a scur property of the soil ; but just under-dram
that soil aud its days are numbered iu that place, thus

plainly showing that it delights in a soil having an cxcess
of wafer. And so it is throui;h the whole vegetable king.
wom, espectally that part which is found in its natural
state.

This peculiar property is not wholly confined to the vege-
table, but we find it strongly marked in the animal king-
dom. TFor instance, in the ;lighlnmls of Seotland, we find
a small breed of half-wild cattle, while on the low land, or
moat fertile parts of England, we find the heavy Durham,
On the Chalk hills of England the Southdown shebp only
are found, while on the lower or heavy land we find Cots-
wold and Lincoln sheep, two breeds much larger than the
former, therefore requiring a more luxuriant vegetable
growth than could bo found on the Chalk lulle.

E B P
Brant, Ont.

The expression ‘“acidity ” was not used in the literal
sense in which our corrospondent has taken it, viz., that
the sorrel dorives its acid taste from the influence upon it
of the state of the soil. What was meant by the paragraph
was that the presence of sorrel showed a sour or bad state
of the soil which a clean summer fallow or the application
of lime and salt would rectify.

Laying Out a Newly-Cleared Farm,

In the CaNADA FARMER of March 15th, ¢ Farmer” asks
for help in laying out his farm. As the subject was
occupying my thoughts not very long ago, I send him the
condensed result of them.

In fencing a farm, I want my ficlds aslarge as canbe, to
save fencing and land; as regular in form as possible, to

No, 2. s, [ 9 Woop Lort.
No. 1 5 4.
210 10 20
K| 1 |

Scale=16 Chains to the Inch,
facilitate ploughing, &c., and as many opening divect into
the barn-yard as I can make do so, for convenience in haul-
ing, and to save roads, cither permanent or through crops,
Some five ficlds will commonly be division cnough in a
moderate-sized farm, and 80 I would divide the land in
question somewhat as in the plan above. No. 1 would

enclose house and barn, and the rest of the field would do
for permanent meadow or pasture, and if now laying out
the farm would, if otherwise suitable, do for an orchard.
It takes up about ten acres. Nos. 2, 3, and 5 aro each
twenty acres; Nos. 4 and 6, being cach a triflomore or less
than that, according to size and shape of wood lot. A
second fence along the dotted line will encloge the only per-
manent road needed, and let his stock have the run of the
bush, if ¢‘Farmer” is so disposed.
Orillia, Ont. A BACKWOODS FARMER.
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Beducing Bones,

Enrror Caxapa FARMER:—Can you give me a_recipe
for reducing bones by fermentation—not the one gisen in
the FaruMER of April 15, 18742

OLD SUBSCRIBER.

Put the bones in a barrel, and mix with them about an
equal proportion of ashes. Keep them always wet with
soap-suds, applied as hot as possible, but not in such quan.
tity as to leach the ashes. The bones will be disintegrated
1n the course of a few months,

Ur, try the following method of reducing bones which 1s
given in the New York Tribune: To 100 pounds of rather
finely ground bone take 25 pounds ol of vitriol, sift out
about two-thirds of the coarsest bone, put m a tub made
by sawing i two a fish barrel or hogshead, mo.sten uni-
formly and well with water, then add graduatly the vitriol,
stirring and mixing thoroughly. Let it stand 24 hours, or
until the coarsest parts arc well softened, then mua i the
finer part of the bone, wluch will dry the mass and fit it
for handhng.  1f the bones are very coarse, more acid, by
5 or 10 pounds, may be used. Jf the bones are unground
it is more trouble to dissolve them in acid than they are

worth. In that case cither reduco with ashes, or burn them,
and diesolve the burned bone in acid, To reduce with
ashes requires several weoks of time. TPack them, aftor
breaking up with a sledgo somewhat, in a barrel or box,
filling tho chinks up cntirely with wood ashes, then pour
in enongh water to wet tho whole, but not enough to drip
out from the vessel. Intime, if kept moist, tho animal
matter of the bone will decompose, and tho wholo mass
may be crushed to powder. To burn benes, build them up
in a heap on a low pile of wood and sct fire. When
burned they can be mostly crushed with a flail or aledge.
The powder is treated as directed for bone dust, oxcept
that 60 or 63 pounds of oil of vitriol may bo usod for 100
of the burned bone.

Y X

Experience in Raising Twmnips, {

Eprror Caxava Faruer :—This is my threo years' ex-
perience in raising turnips on land that is bad with woodas.
The first time I tried them broadcast and had 300 bushcls,
The second time I tricd them in drills and only had 250
bushels. Both seasons were aliko favoralMe. Those in
drills were a much bettersample, It scemed asif it was a
profitable crop both times, if thoro had not been 80 much
work with the weeds. They were in the same field cach
year but on a different place. The land wasall alike.

The next year I thought I would try some plan to get
clear of so many weeds. I hardly knew how to do, but I
was determined to try something ; so I propared thie ground
as carly as I could get on it. I had & good iron harrow
which fitted the ground, no matter what shapo it was. I
went to the blacksmith and got irons made that I could £i¢
into the harrow for cutting and tearing out weeds. The
ground being prepared, assoon as the woods came up about
aninch or two high, T went over it with the harrow which
made a completo job in cutting anud rooting them up. 1
then loft them sountil the weedscame up the second time.
Then I took the harrow and cleaned them off again. I let
the land lie a few days and then I sowed it broadcast. I
was sure the seed was good, because I raised it mywelf ; and
Isowed it very thin. It came up very even, and the plan
of killing the weeds proved successful. Thers were a fow
weeds come up, but the turnips weze so far ahead of them
that they amounted to nothing.

As it happened that year, on account of a lot of extra
work, 1 did not get anything more done to the turnips, but
after taking them up, I had 350 bushels of good large-sized
roots, beside a lot of small ones which werefeft in the field.

Oneida, Ont. J. E.

DriLLinG Cory FOR A Cror.—An Indiana farmer is satis-
fied that the immediate result of drilling in corn isan in.
crease of ten to fifteen bushels per acre, to say nothing of
the cconomized labor both in planting and tending.

PLoucHING 1N AUGUST.—Says old *‘ Walks and Talks”
in the American Agriculturist :—Mr. “Q. B.,” of Nebraska,
who asked me some time ago whether I would plough land
when it was dry in _August, wrote me again just before
winter set in, that if he had waited, he should not have
needed to ask the question, for says he, I could not help
noticing that the land ploui;hed in August is in Ly far the
best condition now,” and algo that **land ploughed a year
ago, when very dry, now ploughs up again in mueh better
condition than that ploughed when the land was wetter.”
‘This is précisely in accordance with my own experience.

"TurNirs AND CorX ToakTHER.—A Westchester Co.,
N.Y. farmer is in the habit of sowing yellow Aberdesn tur-
nips among his corn at the last p e of the cultivator,
when the plants are about five feet in height. The turnips
do not mn{:o much growth until the corn is cut, after which
they swell rapidly. ‘The cost is nothing except for seed
and harvesting, and corn, being already cut,.is not injured
when the turnips are gathered in. From one to four hundred
bushels of turnips per acre have been thus obtained with-
out lessening the corn croxl». Weeds are not tolerated, and
tho whole strength of the land is devoted, as it should be,
to useful crops.

PrESERVING MANURE.—T%e Boston Journal of Chemistry
states that tho sources of loss in the storage of manure arc
two : first, the cscape of volatile ammonia and other gases;
and sccondly, the loss of valuable salts by leaching. "The
first difficulty may be obviated by covering the excrement
with cight or ten mches of good goil or loam, which will
absorl all escaping gases. bushel or 30 of plaster ma
be advantageously acattered over the heap before the soil
is thrown on. The whole mass should be perfectly covered,
leaving no ¢ chimney " for gaseous cxudation. The danger
of leaclung may be avoided by covering the heap with hay
or straw sufficiently thick to shod most of the rain. Ifkept
in this way asuflicient time, themanure will undorgo spon-
tancous decomposition, the products of which will be ready
for immediate assimilation by plants. Tho usual process
of carting manure to tiie fickls in the autumn to waste, by
both the above processes, some of their most valuable con.
stituents, should be avoided.



