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oysters,"'- adhering to the stones of the gravel beaches
of Ramn ILand, and Jayv ilem on tlîeir own beds. One
fariner, -who is, fortaunate enought; to, have a tidal pool
enelosed by bis grromîdsl-. lias don'e. the saine, and these
people have showni the way. .It ;-s unfortuinate that
whilst flie regulation of ilie 'Fi sherv. iz iu the, bands of
the Dominion Governinent, the ownership, is in the
bands of the Island Government, and the pressure
exerted on the local house by the oyster fishermen is
Very Strong.

A stili greater danger than over-ffshing is however
the use of Oyster sheils as fertilizer. P'rince Ed.waxd
Island is a1moýt, wholly eomposed of :New :Red Sand-
stone-a formation alrnost unk-nown elsewhere in
Canada, foiind only at, Richibucto i. :New Brunswick,
Picto n u. ,ova, Scotia. and one or two cither points on
the coa,-t immediately opposite Hlie Island. This -rock
coiisists of a soft red. sha-«le, too soft indleed to, deserve
the naine of rock, whichi is very dleficient in. lime. In
the wýinter, therefore, wlien, Richmxond Bay is frozen
over, the fa'rmers, go ont witlî teains on the ice, eut
holes iii it, and Usiln.g a kind of dredýge similar to that
used i. dIredging the River St. Iaiireiice, lut worke-Cd
by tLheir horses, scoop up masses of Ovster -zhelis. If
the. Oy-sters, happen-not to «be dead no doubt they niake
the bietter inanure. Attempts are inade býy the
Domninion autiiorities ta confine tuie fariers to places
'where thev will do ]east dainage, but as old Qydýer
shelis make the be.st posszible substratilm for the exte-
sion of thie bd,.tis difficult to sc 'how damagTe eau
bc -avoided. One sees in seli actions the saine thoniglit-

lesand improvident, spirit, which des-troyed Fo inuel
xaluable, tim«ber by lie, nnd wlich in utter lheeest-mess
of the future of the count;ry, sees only- the immediate
profit of tda.It qirely is the dluty of the Goveuin-
ment to -whom, the care of the :future is connnitted, te
prevent, sueli waste of the countrys 2rezorcez, and ilt is
satifa-ctorv to le-mm that negotiations aire proeeeding
between hie Dnminion -md tbe Tsfland Governmentq to
«buxy out thie interest of fbe latter, aud so, gain thxe meaus
of effectivelv contrnjling the fizheriez.
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