
" What shall bu do with our broody
liens ? " is a puzzle for poultry-kopers.
Ai linds of cruolties are practised by
ignorant people with tie vain idea of
getting rid of a hon's natural dosiro ta
sit. Whirling the bird i otnd intil chu
becomns giddy, kceping fond from
lier, and aven throwing cold wator
over ier are practices as uslcess as
they arc cruel; a good lion will sit in
spita of these. The best plan is ta re-
move lier ta a place ivith wihich shu is
not acquainted, and where a nest is
not easily made. he common way
of dealing with broody liens is ta cast
tlum ail toother into a coop; the
iloor being hard, they cannot scoop
out tho somblance of a nest, and, evon
were thiis a possible acievemont, the
liens, being numerous, would drive
onei another from a stationary position.
Throwing broody liens from their
nests isi an ill advised proceeding, as
of course thoy are oasily seared vhen
wanted ta sit. I cannot recommend,
:a Somu do, a freu permission to the
hune ta sit as long as thoy like an no-
thing at certain seasons. I have nuver
discovered the utility, but hava sen
often the bad offects of protractod ait.
ting or incubation. It deus net afford
tli rest and after-invigoration that
orome writers claim for it, though tho
iatural period of threo vcksi un-

doubtedly, liko a barrister's feo, acts
as a " retresher." If so b-noficial, why
is not a protracted sitting necssary
for Minorcas, vhich lay so many and
such large eggs, and yet scarcoly over
dosire to sit ? If pouîltry-keepors would
only remember the nuisance ant in.
convenience of having no broody liens
in the carly part of the year, they
wvould put up more readily with tho
annoyance of broody lions when ait-
ting is nut to ho encouraged. To solt
broody hans is not fair ta the pur-
chaser of poultry, who thus buya a
fowl under moet disadvantageous con-
ditions. My advice is ta keep the good
sitters and to sell off the wild, uncer.
tain hons at a time when ncither nest-,
îng nor' moulting wtll injure them for
tho table. Eggs are chcap now; con-
sequently this is tho tino for pickling.
The vendor's of an egg it a shilling
haro had their day, as fancy po'iltry
must ba hatchod early, and thougl
tho practical poultry keoper may still
bu latching out for some woeks to
come, aven ho is not wanting su many
broods when June is aven, and so ho
lias an ext-a quantity of eggs ta sell.
Eightpence the dozen is an unsatie-
factory prico wlon we consider thiat
the same eggs piokled, at no cost and
aittio tronble, may be worth eighteen-
pence at Christmas.

Perhaps this may bu the most suit-
ablu timo for me to say a word about

gapes,' as they have made an ap-
pearance. I have nothing new ta ad-
vise, only the old remedios. vhich for
over forty years I have found most
successful. 1 ball notrecommend any
expeneivo apparatus; as I hava stated
boore, a stable bueket, a cloth ta
cover it, and a pipe with tobacco willI
suffice, though I prefer a box in Vhich 
as insorted a imali patio of glasa ; then
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soon as the lambs will eat, a liberal
supply of oi cake should bu givon
thm: ta this mnay profitably b
audded crackod pelas and a sprin cling
of whent bran.

'Tle owes and lambs should hava an
abundant supply of good, freslh water
and the pon kept clean and Well
hedded. A judicious uso of new milc
from a freli cow will ihurry the poorly-
fed twinis along quicly to marekt.

Pou [try-Yard.
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wo have only ta place a dozon a0'ected and Dunstablo, andt il js estimated that
chickens in this box, blow the tobacco from 30,000 to 40,00ô birds ara for-
fumes iilto thon through -, holo or varîded overy year from this onu place.
short tube, and when a stirring of fout It i] not necessary tliat wo elould
and a cliclcing of thrant is huard, look detail the places visited, but a fow
through the glass, and, directly somo general obsurvationq will describu the
are Seil tu bu overcomo and faill, to turn method of culture. We may Pay, how-
thon ail out. (1) Thoy soon recover, ovur, that the chifcontros are Stan-
but an extra stay inay prove fatal ta bridge, Eiton Bray and Great Bil-
tho whole batci. In the mure expon- lington, that the duek reairoisu are by
aivo arrangement carbolic fumes are nîo mnoans confined to one elass, both
employed and various kinds of highly- f'armure ant cottagurs sharing the
finished boxes. If proporly treated work Ono cottagor wo callod upon
the chiiekons cannot stand long against whose occupation does not excoed iOne-
tobacco, noither can tho worms locat- fourth of an acre kills 1,800 ta 1,300
ed in the windpipe, and so by a sue. birds uvery your. Anothor breedor,
cession of " clicke " they are east up. who has raller butter shîed accommod-
Gapes are anyhow a troublesono ation nud mora land, hatd 2,000 duck-
disease, and hindor the growth of lings of varions ageas froma One day oId
young birds vastly. DorIcings suffor to six oi Seven woks and kills cone-
as mnutich if not mor, thai othor Icinks. thing liko 6,000 a year. At thi timo of
As with the human subject all kinds our visit lie had butween 200 and 300
of other diseuse follow upon a bad lions sitting, ohiolly in wooden boxes.
attack of influenza, su atrophy and The third, who has only receontly
Othor ailments often trouble and kill a started the business, being a young
chicken ruducod by gapeos. Onion mai, is now killing about 2,000 a
chopped and raixed with ieal 1 still year, while the largest kcills annually
bolieve in as a possiblo proventivo, but 8,1,00 ta 10,000. This however, is the
change fron an airected run is tho large farmer ta whom referonce has
more effleacious. One word about ailready boen made. Almost without
oggil, as I see this -week an amusing exception the smaller breoders lcop nou
allusion to thoim in a law court.. it ducks, or at any rate very few, pur-
appeard that at Covent Gardon Market chasing cggs from the farmers ail
the practico is, in tho case of fruit around the distr ict,who findthiis a pro.
froin abroad, ta sol on the under- fitablo part of their live stock. Con-
standing that buyers should sort and tracts are usually mado bctween the
destroy the unsound portion. Tho ar- " duckers " and lhriners for a supply
guments drifted away ta French oggs, of eggs right through tho ivinter, and
and the difficulties of those who retait the average price is froin 3s. ta 3s Gd.
them--what shall they do with their por doz, but during periods of scarcity
ogga if not sold within a fortnight? 10s. 12t. por doz. is often paid, and wo
ThÈis brought on a specification of were informed by one breeder that ho
some of the uses ta which bad or lias paid as high as 159. por doz. The
doubtful ogge ar applied; for the eggs are set almost eatirely undor
feeding of young phoasants, for lens, and when the ducklings come out
confectionery, and for phnto.2raphy they are allowod ta remain vith the
bad eggs are represented to be as good hen for about a week, kept in small
or botter than sound oggs. The pho- coops. Thon they are removed, placod
tographer may purchance play ai win- in roomy sheds, whicl are usually
ing card if ho should photograph divided into compartments. In one

some unhappy victin vho hia just place a single shed had upwarts of
feastod on rotten egg, but -why do not 2,000 ducklings in it, divided intoe
buyers in England buy good oggs laid flocks of about 25 each by L-siaped
in England, and not bad eggs mana- boards, su as ta provenît overcrowding.
factured between some foreign coua- As they grow those places are increas.
try and their own. W. J. P. ed in size, and then they are put out

into open rians with sheds attached,
from 100 to 200 in a hlock. On the

WHOLESALE DUCE RAISING. largest farmn visited there wvere two
long low sheds diviied by 18 inch

EDs. CouNaRY GE sTLE&tAN-In con- boards into a dozun compartmonts,
nection with a lutter which appeared eaci of which held 100 birds. Th
in youîr issue of April 5 (p 269j, hy ducks arc allowed out wien younger
F. E. Dawley. some accoint ofthe duck three times a day tor feeding, at 7 A.
raising industry met vithl in tho coun- m., 12.30 and 5 1,. m., thon put back
tics of Buckinghamshire and Beoo'rd- and ponned off in the manner stated
ahire will prove of interest. For a lo., They ar- not given any water for
period of timo the Vale of Aylesbury swti g as a rrul, but there are
and the district around has been noted oxceptions ta thmi arrangement. Water
as the special centre of this industry, for drinkig is giveln la traughs,
but of bit ears it bas moved t-ome. which arc lait flilod with a special
what, and i by no means confina-i to gravel braught from Long Marston in
the Vale ; in fact, probably the greater Buckinghamshire, and which seoms to
portion ofthe ducks produced in the have soie apecial qualities to recom-
spring of the ycar arc raised outside mend it. It la inexpensive, costing 1.
that district. A few days ago I hai 6d.per 1uad without cartage.
thu opportunity of visiting the chief . The food is of course varied a little
centre, namely, Leighiton Buzzard, 1 accordance vith the imdividual ideas
around which ther are a largo number of the breedera, but as a rule the first
of farms de< oted chiefly to this pur- consits of hard-boiled oggs choppeod
suit, although in overy instance it is fine and mnixed with broad crumbs,
by no means the only occupation. One but sume uf the breedere usa at this
faimer we visitod has about 168 acres perio- in addition toast soaked in
in ail, and though ho marketed lat water After threa or four daysofthis
year something like 10,000 ducklings feeding they are put upon rice, vhieh
bis attention isgiven ail around. Othors is properly boiled,uand for this pur-
are fruit dealers, in Sone cases pi g pose Burmah rit is proferred, and it
brecders, whilo during the spring f has mare feeding in it. Next they are
thie year they have little elso ta occupy given ride and toppings, vhich latter
their attention than the care a ise a local name for fine bharps or mid-
ducks. The chief station from which dlings. During the latter stages of the
the ducks are convoyed to market is process they are fed upon barley mual
Stanîbrigo, between Leighton Buzzard and fine graîves or tallow scrap cake,

though on ono farn we saw that horso
Il Wu tried this 50 years ego and it is a flesh and mutton wore used for the

perfect cutre.-En. samo purpose. It is customiary to give

boiled nottles mixod with the food at
various stages of thoir growth, this
having bkin fountid most heipful in
kcoping the blood cool.

As might be expected in such wholo.
sale conditions, deaths ara by ro means
infrequont, and thora is in this respect
a good doal of differonco in accordance
with the seasons ; but wo were inform-
ed by one who feîeds very largely that
upon an avorago hi vas enabled to
market 85 por cent. of the dueklings
hatched, which soens to bu an oxeol.
lentproportion.

Tho birds grow vory rapidly, and
whnt are known as duoklings, that is
birds killod beforo thoy have cast their
first featiors, are ready for market in
about from suvon ta ciglht wclcs, when
they weigh from 4 to 5 lb. Thoru is,
howover, a number kept until 14 or
15 weeks, whon it is no uncommon
thing for thm to scal nearly twico
that woight. The season hists from
February to July, that is when game
is out of season, aud a visit ta the dis-
trict after Jun would show that it was
alnost entirely denuded of ducks,cave
thosu retaine< for Lrooding purposes.
Tho pricos obtained vary in accor-
dance with the season, and' the follow-
ing are average prices for well-grown
birds: January, 10.. par couple ;
February, 169. ; March, 14s ; April,
228.; May, 8s., and Juno, 7s. The kind
of bred liera without exception, is that
known as the Aylesbury no other
equalling it for rapid gruwth and fleli
proporties.

Carefully looking round the district,
it ls evident that an infusion of fresh
blood is neededi, the people here having£
that weakness which is found in co
many placo of noglecting this con-
sideration. The onu trouble which ap-
pears to afiect ducks during the early
stages of growth, is that known as soft
bill. and when very bad sometimos the
birdscannot break tho chell. This is we
think due ta in-and-in-breuding, and
can bu obviated by attention to this
point, and also by the use of more
maturu stock. That the industry is a
profitable one cai hardly bo doubted
when va See the people Who carry it
on. Thora is no special reason why it
should bu rostricted to this one district ;
thore are many other parts aqually
suitablu if the anme conditions ara re-
garded. It is a most interesting sight
to seo great numbers of these pretty
little balla of fluff vith yellow down
and light flesh colored bills.

STEPHEN BEALE.
H1.-Englawl).

The Farm.

QIROP ROTATION~ AND STEAMY

Mueh has ben vritton on this sub-
ject, yet many cases have been within
my observation in the past, and are
before me at the present time, which
go ta provo that farmers many times
disregard the fact (cither from care-
lessnewa or ignorancel that to do other-
wisu than continua a rogular rotation-
of crops and farni steadily is ta impo-
verish their lands and bring calamity
on thoir own heade. Tho cry <'it
don't pay," before giving au impar-
tial and intelligent trial ta sone par-
ticular branch of farming, kills many
a mian as a successful farmor, Last
season, and at presunt with the high
prieu of hay, many will continuo to
mow the sano fielde fivo or six years,
until the seoding is run out and' the
land exhausted. Thu result will bu
that the prieu of hay will, go down-a
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