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goon as the lambs will eat, 8 liberal
supply of oil cnko should be given
thom: to this may profitably be
added cracked peas and a sprinkling
of wheat bran.

‘Pho owes and Inmbs should havo an
abundant supply of good, fresh water
and the poen kept clean and woll
bedded. A judicious uso of new milk
from a frerh cow will hurry the poorly-.
fed twins along quickly to market,

Poultry-Yard.

* What shall be do with our broody
hens ? ” is a puzzlo for poultry-keepers,
Al kinds of cruocltios aro practised by
ignorant pco{i)lo with the vain idea of
gotting rid of a hon's natural desire to
sit. Whirling the bird 10und until she
becomes giddy, keeping food from
her, and oven throwing cold water
over her aro practices 88 usoless an
they are cruel; a good hen will sit in
spitd of these. Tho best plan is to ve-
move her to a pluce with which gho is
not acquainted, and where a neost is
not easily made. 'The common way
of doaling with broody heus is to cast
them all togother into a coop; the
floor being hard, they canuot scoop
out the somblance of a nest, and, oven
wero this a possible achievement, the
hens, being numerous, would drive
ane another from astationary position.
Throwing broody hens from their
nests is an ill advised proceeding, as
of course thoy are easily scared when
wanted to sit. I cannot recommend,
as some do, a froo permission to the
lions to 8it 88 long as thoy like on no-
thing at cortain seasons. I have nover
discovered the utility, but have seon
often the bad effects of protracted sit-
ting or incubation. It does not aftord
the rest and after-invigoration that
somo writers claim for it, though the
natural period of three weeks un-
doubtedly, like a barrister's fee, acts
as a “refresher.” If so benoficial, why
isnot a protracted sitling necessary
for Minoreas, which lay so many and
such large eggs, and yet scavcely cver
desive to it ? If poultry-keepers would
only remomber tho nuisance and in.
convenience of having no broody hens
in tho early part of the year, they
would put up more readily with the
annoyance of broody hens when sit-
ting is not to bo encouraged. To soll
broody hons is not fair to the pur-
chaser of poultry, who thus buys a
fow! under most disndvantageous con-
ditions. My advicoe is to keop the good
sitters and to sell off the wild, ancer-
tain hons at a timo whon neither nest-|
ng nor moufting will' injure them for
tho tablo, Eggs aro cheap now ; con-
sequently this is tho timo for pickling.
The vendors of an eggat & shilling
havo had their day, as fancy ponltry
must bo hatchoed early, and though
the practical poultry keeper may still
be hatching out for some woeks to
come, oven ho is not wanting so many
broods whon June is over, and s0 he
has an ext'a quantity of eggs to scll,
Eightpence the dozen is an unsatis-
factory pricoc when we consider that
the samo cgrgs pickied, at no cost and
nttle tronble, may be worth cighteen-
pence at Christmas,

Perhaps this may bo the most suit-
ablo time for me to say s word about
‘ gapos,’ as they have made an ap-
pearanco. [ have nothing new to ad-
vise, only the old remedios, which for
over forty years 1 havo found most
suceessful. I ehall not recommend any
oxpensivo apparatus; as I havo stated
before, a stable bucket, a cloth to
cover it, and & pipo with tobacco will
suffice, though 1 prefer & box in which
w inserted a small panv of glass ; then

wo have only to place a dozen affected
chiclons in this box, blow the tobacoo
fumes into themn through ~ holo or
short tube, and whon a stirring of feot
and a clicking of thront is heard, look
through the glass, and, directly somo
are seon to bo overcome and fall, to turn
thom all out. (1) Thoy soon recover,
but an oxtra stay may prove fatal to
the whole butch,  In the moro oxpen-
sive arrangoment carbolic fumes aro
employed and various kinds of highly-
finished boxes. If properly treated
tho chiclcons cannot stand long against
tobacco, neithor ean tho worms locat-
ed in tho windpipo, and so0 by a suc.
cession of *clicks " thoy are cast up,
Gapes are anyhow a  troublesomo
disonse, und hindor tho growth of
young birds vastly, Dorkings suffer
a8 much, if' not moro, than other kinks,
As with the human subject all kinds
of other discase follow upon a bad
attack of influenza, so atrophy and
othor silments often trouble and kill a
chicken roduced by gapes. Osion
chopped and mixed with meal 1 still
beliove in as a possible proventive, but
chango from an affected run is tho
more cfficacious, One word about
orrgR, a8 1 seo this week an amusing
slfusion to them inalaw court. 1t
appears that at Covent Garden Market
tho practico is, in tho case of fruit
from abroad, to soll on the uader-
stauding that buyers shonld sort and
destroy the unsound portion. The ar-
gumeants drifted away to French eggs,
and tho difficulties of those who rotail
them —what shall they do with their
oggs iff not sold within a fortnight?
his brought on a specification of
gome of the uses to which bad or
doubtful oggs aro applied; for the
feeding of  young pheasants, for
confoctionery, and for photorraphy
bad eggs ave roprosonted to be as good
ot botter than sound oggs. The pho-
tographor may perchance play a win-
ning card if ho should photograph
somo unhappy vietim who had just
feasted on rotten egg, but why do not
buyers in England buy good eggs laid
in England, and not bad eggs manu-
factured botween someo foreizn coun-
try and their own, W.J. P,
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WHOLESALE DUCK RAISING.

—

Bps. Country GExTLEMAN—IR COn-
nection with a letter which appeared
in your issuo of April 5 (p 269, hy
F. E. Dawley, somouccount of the duck
vgising industry met with in the coun-
ties of Buckinghamshire and Bealord-
shire will prove of interest, For a loog
period of time the Vale of Aylesbury
and the district around has been noted
&s tho specinl centro of this industry,
but of lato years it has moved tomo.

what, and is by no means confined to |5,

tho Vale ; in fact, probably the greater
portion of the ducks prodsced in tho
spring of the year are raised outsido
that distriet. A fow days ago I had
the opportunity of visiting the chief
centro, namely, Leighton Buzzard,
around which there aro a largeo number
of farms do«oted chiefly to this pur-
suit, although in cvery instanco it is
by no means the only occupation. One
furmer wo visited hus aboat 168 acres
in all, and though he marketed last
year somothing like 10,000 ducklings
hisattention is given all around. Othors
ave fruit dealers, in somo cases pig
breeders, while during the spring of
tho year they have little olso to occupy
their attention than the care of the
ducks, Tho chief statien from which
thoe ducks aro conveyed to market is
Stanbrigo, between Loighton Buzzard

(1) Wo tried this 50 years ago and itisa

perfect cure.—~En,

and Dunstablo, and it is estimated that
from 30,000 to 40,000 birds are for-
warded ovory yoar from this ono placo.

It is not necessary that wo should
dotail tho places visited, but a fow
rrenoral obsorvations will deseribo tho
mothod of eulture. Wo may ray, how-
ovor, that the chiet contres are Stan-
bridge, Eaton Bray and Groat Bil-
lington, that the duck roarors are by
no means confined to ono class, both
farmors and cottagers sharing the
work One coltager we callod upon
whose ocoupution does not exceed one-
fourth of an acro kills 1,800 to 1,500
bivds every year. Another breedor,
who had rathor better shed accommeod-
ation and more land, had 2,000 duck-
lings of various agos from one day old
to gix or soven weeks and kills someo-
thing like 6,000 a ycar. At th» timoof
our visit he had betweon 200 and 300
hions sitting, chicfly in wooden boxes.
Tho third, who has only recently
started the business, being a young
man, is now killing about 2,000 a
year, whilo the largest kills annually
8,L00 to 10,00v. 'This however, is the
large furmer to whom referonco bas
alrendy boen made, Alinost without
oxception the smallor breeders keop no
ducks, or at any rate vory few, pur-
chusing egas from the farmers all
around the dist ict, who find this a pro-
fitadle part of their live stock. Con-
tracts aro usually mado between the
* duckers ” and furmeors for a supply
of cgers vight through tho winter, and
tho average price is from 3s. to 3s 6d.
por doz, but during periods of searcity
10s. 123, por doz. is ofton paid, and wo
weoroe informed by one breoder that ho
has paid as bigh as 15, per doz. ‘The
eggs aro sot almost entirely undor
hens, and when theducklings como out
thoy are allowed to romain with the
hen for abouta week, kept in small
coups. Then they are removed, placed
in roomy sheds, which are usually
divided into compartments. In one
placo & singlo shed had upwards of
2,000 ducklings in it, divided into
flocks of about 25 each by L-shaped
boards, so as to provent overcrowding.
As they grow these places ave increas-
ed in sizo, and then they are put out
into open runs with sheds attached,
from 100 to 200 in a flock. On the
largest farm visited there were two
long low sheds divided by 18 inch
bousrds into a dozen compartments,
each of which held 100 bivds. The
ducks are allowed out when younger
three times a day tor feoding, at 7 A,
¥, 1230 and & r. ., then put back
and penned off in the manner stated
They arve not given any waler for
swimming as a rule, bat thero aro
axceptionsto this arrangement. Water
for drinking is giveu in troughs,
which are half filled with a special
ravel brought from Long Marston in
Buckinghamshire, and which seems to
havo some special qualities to recom-
mend it. It is inexpensive, costing 1s.
6d. per load without cartage.

The food is of course varied a little
in accordanco with tho individual ideas
of the breoders, but ag a rule the first
consists of hard-boiled oggs chopped
fine and mixed wwith bread orumbs,
but somo of the bremlers use at this
periol in addition toast soaked in’
water After threo or four daysofthis
feeding they are put upon rice, which
is properly boiled, and for this pur-
pose Burmah rice is preferred, and it
has moro feeding in it. Next thoy aro
given rico and toppings, which latter
i a local name for fine sharps or mid-
dlings. During the latter stages of the
process they ave fed upon barley meal
and fine graves or tallow scrap calko,
though on ono farm we saw that horse
flesh and mutton were used for the
same purpose: It ia customary to give

builed nettles mixed with the food at
varjous stages of their growth, this
having bben found most helpful in
Ieoping tho blood cool.

As mightbe expeoted in such wholo-
enlo conditions, doaths are by 1.0 means
infrequent, and thoro is in this respoct
a good denl of difterence in accordance
with the seasons ; but we were inform-
ed by one who fueds very lurgo]iy that
upon an averago he was enabled to
market 85 por cont. of the ducklings
hatched, which scemns to bo an oxcel-
lent proportion,

Tho girds grow vory rapidly, and
what aro known as ducklings, that is
birds killod before they have cast their
first feathors, aro ready fur market in
wbout from soven to eight weeks, whon
thoy weigh from 4 to 5 1b. Theore is,
howover, & number kept until 14 or
15 weeks, whon it i8 no uncommon
thing for them to scalo nearly twico
that weight, The season lusts from
february to July, that is when game
is out of season, and a visit to tho dis-
trict after Juno would show that it was
almost entirely denuded of ducks, rave
those retained for Lreeding purposes.
The prices obtained vary in accor-
danco with the season, and’ the follow-
ing are average prices for well-grown
birds : January, 10s. per couple ;
February, 16s.; March, 143 ; April,
228, ; May, 8s., and June, 78. The kind
of bred here without exception, is that
kaown us the Aylesbury no other
equalling it for rapid growth and fiesh
proporties,

Carefully looking round the district,
it is ovident that an infusion of fresh
blood is needed, the people here havine
that weakness which is found in so
many places of neglecting this con-
sideration, The ono trouble which a}r
pears to aftect ducks during the early
stages of growth, is that known as soft
bill, and when very bad somotimes the
birds cannot break the shell. This iswe
think due to in-and-in-breeding, and
can bo obviated by attention to this
point, and also by the use of more
maturo stock. That the industry isa
profitable one can hardly be doubted
when wo seo the people who ecarry it
on. There is no special reason why it
should borestricted to thisonedistrict ;
there aro many other parts squally
suitable if the aame conditions are re-
garded. It is & most interesting sight
to sce great numbers of these pretty
little balls of flaff with yellow dowa
and light flesh colored bills.

SteraEN BeALE.
H.—Englan.
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The Farm.

CROP ROTATION AND STEADY
FARMING.

——

Much has beon written on this sub-
ject, yot many cases have beon within
my observation in the past, and are
bofore mo at the present time, which
go to prove that farmers many times
disregard tho fact (either from care-
lessness or ignorance) that to do other-
wiso than continue a regular rotatioa-
of crops and farm steadily is to impo-
verigh their lands and bring calamity
on their own heads. Tho cry “it
don't pay,” before giving an impar-
tial and intelligent trial to some par-
ticular braach of farming, kills many
a man as a succossfal farmer, Last
season, and at present with the high
prico of hay, many will continue 1o
mow the sameo ficlds five or six yoars,
until tho sceding is run oug and' the
land oxbausted. Tho result will bo
that the price of hay will go down—



