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A CURIOUS CHINESE MANIA.

The tail-cutting mania has at last reached
the capital. For the last year or two we have
heard of the excitement caused by it in various
Southern cities, but till now we have been ex-
empt. During the past few days, however,
the whole city has been stirred up; lost cues and
paper men have been in everybody’s mouth, if
they have had little existence elsewhere. There
can be no doubt that a few unfortunates have
had their much-loved, and by them esteemed
most essential, appendages curtailed, and
rumor has multiplied the number a hundred-
fold. In the Northern city it is said the
Southern city has suffered vastly the most,
while in the Southern city the report flies that
a large proportion of the Northerners are tail-
less. The same is true of the East and the
‘West. ~As this is a- city of magnificent dis-
tances and without rapid transit, the reports
have time to grow very large in passing from
one portion to another.

The modus operandi is supposed to be for
the dealers in the black art to make paper men
sufficient for their purposes, and then by certain
incantations they endue them with life, subject
to the control of their masters, and ready to
execute their commands, either in secretly
cutting off cues or breaking out in open re-
volt.

But why should the loss of a little hair cause
such excitement and fear? Not so much for
the loss itself as for what it is supposed to
indicate and portend. The peopleimagine the
paper men are the agents, that the magic-
working members of secret societies are the
instigators, and that it portends speedy death.
Some say that three days is the limit, others
say seven days, other still grant a life-lease for
a hundred days, and theire aresome who think
that if a certain charm is at once prepared and
swallowed, it has sufficient potency to counter-
act the evil influence and cast out the death-
power already working in the system. But
here, as elsewhere, ‘“an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure.” One cannot doubt
the resources orthe readiness of the Chinese
when we see the number of remedies and safe-
guards proposed. I will mention one or two
as samples. Certain characters, found in no
dictionary and to which nomeaning is attach-
ed, but are said to have been made known by
genii, are to be written and put up over the
door or braided in with the hair. This charm,
is to be written on yellow paper and with ver-
milion ink. If it is mixed with blood drawn
from the comb of a cock, the charm will be
doubly infallible.

It is said also that these paper men cannot
stand water. In the eighteenth year of the
Emperor Chia Ch’ing, 1814, s0 the story runs,
the professors of black art made a great dis-
turbance here in Peking, coming very mear
getting possession of the palace and overthrow-
ing the government. The first that was known
a man who was taking coal into the palace in
the evening was killed, when suddenly the
whole palace was found swarming ‘with
strangers, many of whom werefound perching
on the beams and on the various projections of
the buildings. The Crown Prince bravely
seized his firearms and attempted to shoot
some of them, but at first failed. He then
went to the chief eunuch and asked for balls,
but he would not give him any. The prince
then tore some buttons off from his clothesand
succeeded in killing two of the assailants,
when suddenly, by the miraculous interpogition
of Heaven, there fell a great shower of rain
and destroyed all the intruders. Inthemorn-
ing the ground was found covered with paper
men. With full faith in this story a great
many people now fill a vessel with water and
place it inside their doors at night, expecting
the paper man, if he comes, to be overcome by
the sight of the water, or, by the vapor which
rises from it, to fall in and be transformed
into paper. I have not heard, however, that
an’; have been caught in the trap.

he government, I hear, has offered a re-
ward for the apprehension of any member of
the secret societies. Some are reported to have
been arrested on suspicion, and if so, will ve
likely suffer, even if innocent, as the officials
will deem a display of severity of importance.
Placards are posted up throughout the city.
They profess to be put up with the benevolent
design of telling the people how they may
guard against the danger; how the charm
should be written and used, or at what temples
offerings should be made. But as this tends
to bring a rich harvest to the charm-vendors
and the priests, one is notonly inclined to con-
sider these placards as advertisements issued
anonymously, but also to suspect that these
persons have had a hand in getting up the ex-
citement, even if not actually guilty of the
tail -cutting. ;

There is no general excitement against
foreigners or native Christians, as though the
paper men came from them, though one
Placurd appeared attempting to implicate them.
This has been sent to the foreign Ministers for
their action. The people attend the mission
chape's quite as much, and seem to listen as
quietly and attentively as before the excite-
ment,

Rain has been falling all day to-day, and if
it does not destroy the paper men it will be
inyaluable for the crops. This is the second
rain this spring, which, together with the
snow which fell during the winter, gives such
good hopes of a harvest that the high prices
of provisions have be, to. decline in this
section. But there is still much suffering
among the poor, and we know it is much more
severe further South. Many are actually
starying in Shantung, and others are leaving
their homes to seek for work and food in other
places.—Cor. N. Y. Observer.
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SCHOLARS' NOTES.

{¥rom the International Lessons for 1877, by Edwirn
W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON XL
SeprEMBER 9.)
PAUL AT EPHESUS. [About 55-37 A. D.]
READ Aots xix. 1-12. Rmorre vs. 3-6.
DATLY READINGS.—M.—Acts xix. 1-12. T —1Cor.

iil. 1-11. W.—Acts viii. 9-24. Th—Matt. iil. 1-12.
F.—1 Cor. xiv. 1-15. Sa.—Heb. iil. 7-19, S.—Mark xvi.

14-20.

[~

GOLDEN TEXT.—For our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.—1
Thess. i. 5.

CENTRAL TRUTH--The Holy Ghost gives
grace and power.

v
CoxxecTep HisTory.—Paul was accused before Gallio
(a brother of the famous Beneca), proconsul at Corinth,
but his Jewish s were di d with con-
tempt by Gallio. Paul some time after left Corinth for
Syria; ho stopped on his way at Ephesus, having left
Aquilaand Priscilla there, and promising to return ;. he
gailed to Cmsarea, went to Jerusalem and to Antioch in
8yria. After remaining at Antioch some timehe started

and reached Ephesus.

To THE SCHOLAR —Notice hew Paul instruots John’s
diseiples, and how divine power is given to him in his
work for Christ in this noted seat ot idolatry.

NOTE {.—Eph'-e-sus, a chief commercial and free city
of the East ; capital of the province of Asia ; situated on
a plain near the sea; in Paul’s time had three noted
buildings : (1.) Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Won-
ders of the world, was 220 years in building ; was of the
purest marble, 425 feet long, 220 feet wide ; supported by
.27 columns G0 feot high, cut out of Parian marble, each
column being given by a king,and 80 of them carved by the
famous seulptor Scopas; the massive doors were of carved
cypress, the halls filled with famous statuary and paint-
ings ; in the centre an image of the goddess Diana. (2.)
The theatre said to be the largest of its kind, and excavat-
ed out of rock upon the side of Mount Orion ; built by the
Greeks, and capable of holding 50,000 spectators. (3.)
The stadium, or cirous, 85 feet long, and 200 feet wilo;
the place for races, wresilings, fights with wild beasts,
ete. Ephesusis now in ruins, 4-pol’-los,a Jew of Alex-
andria, learned in the Seriptures, eloquent; preached at
Coriuth, Ephesus, and other places; Luther conjectures
that he wrote the Epistle to tho Hebrews. Ty-ran’-uus,
a teacher of a private Jewish school, or a Greek teacher
of rhetoric and philosophy at Ephesus.

EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

TLrssoN Torics.—(I) PAUL AND Jonx's DiscipLes,
PAUL'S PREACHING AND MIRACLES AT EPHESUS.

1. PAUL AND JOHN'S DISCIPLES, (1.) Arorros, nee
Notes ; UPPER C0AsTS, old English for * districts,” hence
“ inland districts.” Acts xvii, 23. (2.) Have yg, ete.,
“ Did ye receive the Holy Ghost when [not ‘ gince’] yo
believed 1"—(diford) ; We HAVE, etc., “ We did not hear

(11.)

TY | whether there is a Holy Ghost.””—(dlexander). (3.) Joux's

BAPTISM, John the Baptist. Matt. iii. (4.) CoME AFTER
him, Jobn 1. 15. (6.) SPAKE WITH TONGUES, Actsll. 4; X
46; roPuRsIED, preached by inspiration. Aetsii. 17,
1. Questions.—Btate the title of the last lesson. Of
this lesson. State the events mentioned as occurring
between them. On which of his missionary journeys
was Paul at this time 1 When had he before been at
Ephesus ! For how long? Who wero left there?
Through what countries did he now reach Ephesus !
Where was Apollos at this time ? - Describe his char-
acter. What disciples did Paul find at Ephesus § How
question them? State their answer. Paul's further
question. ‘Their reply. Paul’s viow of John's work.
The new baptism. Into whose name f The effect on
them § Where similar effoots are notedf The num-
berof these diseiples ! B
IT. PAUL'S WORK AND MIRACLES AT EPHESUS,
(8.) DISPUTING . .. PERSUADING, arguing, convinoing,
proving. (9.) pivers, old English for * several,”
“ many ;" WERE HARDENED, Rom. xi. 8 ; SERARATED THE
pisc1PLES—that 18, from the Jews in the Synagogue;
SCHOOL . . TYRANNDs, see Notes. (10.) TWO, YNARs,
after removing to theschool of Ty ; Paul preached

three years in Ephesus, seo Aots xx. 31; AsiA, 860 Notes.

on his third missionary journey {lasting about tourrn‘-u),' e

(11.) #PECIAL MIRACLES—that is, uncommon, extraordin-
ary miracles, (12.) FroM HIS BopY—that is, after touch-
ing him with them ; HANDKERCHIKFS, called also ‘‘ nap.
king” in Luke xix. 20 and John xi. 44 ; strietly, *‘ sweat-
cloths” for wiping the sweat from the face ; APrRONS, such
as artisans and workmen wore.

1. QuestioNs.—In what bullding did Paul first preach
at Ephesus { How long ? Mtate the subjects of his
preaching. Why did he leave the synagogue ? Where
goto preach ! Who were taken with him? How
long did he preach in this school? How long in
Ephesus T How widely was the gospel spread there
by him ¢ What kind of miracles did he perform ¢ By
what means 7 State the two kinds of afilioted persons
healed.

What facts in this lesson teach us—

(1.) The importanee of recelving sspecial gift of the
Holy Npirit ¢

(2.) That hearing and resisting the gospel hardens
men in gin §

(3.) That Jesus has power to destroy the evil spiritin
men now §

ILLUSTRATION.— Handkerchiefs. In the East handker-
chiefs are wrought with the needle by women,as tapestry
and embroidery are worked among us. Young women of
the East make them as presents for their fathers, brothers,
and lovers. They are almost constantly carr'ed in the
hand in those warm countries to wipe off the sweat.

Work of the Holy Spirit. * To unconverted personsa
great part of the Bible rescmbles a letter written in uu-
known characters. The blessed Spirit’s office is to give
the ke and clue te those sweet mysteries of grace which
wore before ag a garden shut up or as a book written in
cipher.”—( Toplady )

Power of the Holy Spirit. * Tell me,” said afather to
his son, ‘‘ what difference you can detect between two
needles, one of which has received electricity, whilst the
other has nome. Electricity renders the one needle a
magnet, which will enable man to find his way across the
trackless ocean. As this needle, so may thatsoul be which
has received the Holy Ghost; on the ocean of & sinful
world it shall point wanderers te the safe harbor of ever-
lasting rest.”

x S
LES3ON XIL

SxpreEMBER 16.]

POWER OF THE WORD. [About 56-57 A. D.1

ReAp Acts xix. 17-28. ' Recite ve. 17-20.

DAILY READINGS.—M.— Aets xix. 17-28. T.—
Aots ii. 37-47. W.—1 John L Th.—Isa. lv. 6-18. F.—
Rom. xv. £0-32. §a.—2 Tim. iv. 10-22. S.—Acts xvi.
16-24.

N &

GOLDEN TEXT.—For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword.—Heb, iv. 12.

~_ CENTRAL TRUTH.— The Word of God

trinmphs.

0} &

CoxNkCTED HisTorYy —Some Jewish magicians at-
tempted to imitate the miracles of Paul at Ephesus, but
were overeome of the demons, and the name of Jesus was
magnified.

To TaE ScHoLAR.—Read Acts xix., vs. 13-41, to get the
whole of the narrative; notice that the Ephesian converts
gave good proofs of their smcerity by burning their bad
books rather than gelling them for a great price.

NOTES,—Books, written rolls of parchment containing
secret directions for sorcerers and magicians, and sold at
a great price. d-cha’-ia, the southern portion of the
Grecian Peninsula; Greece proper, as distinguished from

‘Macedonia ; in Paul’s time it was a Roman province gov-

erned by a ‘* deputy” or proconsul ; Gallio became pro-
consul aboutA. D. §3. FE-ras'-tus, one of Paul’s helpers,
was at Cormth, 2 Tim. iv. 20 ; another Erastus was trea-
surer at Corinth, and is referred to in Rom. xvi. 23.
De-me'-tri-us, & wealthy silversmith of Ephesus. Silver
shrines, probably small silver models of the Temple of
Diana.
EXPLANATIONS AND QUESTIONS.

LrzssoN Torics,— (L) THrR REvIVAL AT EPHRSUS.
(IL.) Tux MRSSENGERS To Mackpowia. (IIL) MoB OF
raE [00L-MAKERS.

1. THE REVIVAL AT EPHESUS, (17.) ais, the evil
spirits’ attack on the Jewish sorcerers, vs. 14-16; WAS
saaNiPiep, honored, extolled. (18.) sumwED THEIR
peeps, éxplained and exposed their superstitious prac-
tices. (19.) CURIOUS ARTS, secret tricks; BOOKS, Be6
Notes ; FIFTY THOUSAND PIECES, literally * five myriads
of silver,” probably 50,000 drachmas, equal to about
$8,000. (20.) M1@uTILY, by force the word grew.

1. QuesTioNs.—Who tried to imitate the miracles of
Paul? With what result on themselves 1 What ef-
feot had iton others at Ephesus? Whose name was
magnified ! tato the meaning of “magnified 1’ How
many believed 1 Of what olass I What did they con-
fess and expose! What burn? The value of the
works burned | What grew and prevailed 1 What is
meant by * the word grew 1

1. THE MESSENGERS TO MACEDONIA. (21.) PUR-
»osED, planned in his mind; musr ... SEE ROME, Bo®
also Rom. xv. 28, 20 (probably written after he left
Ephesus). (22.) mxisTERED, perving or aiding him;

L. QuEsTIONS,—~Whither did Paul plan togo? When

did e reach Romo, and low 1 Acts xxvill. 16. Who

were gent into Macedonin § Where did the apostle

stay 1 Describo ** Asia.” ‘
, ‘III. MOB OF THE IDOL-MAKERS. (24.) DEMETRIUS,
3 . sumixks, seo Notes ; CRAFTSMEN, artisans,
sllver-workers. (25.) Tuis cmA¥T, this trade. (26.)
TuRovamouT ALL AsiA, the Roman province of Asia;
Mucx propLe, literally “a sufficient crowd;” Xo @ops,
Ps, ¢xv. 4-8, Acts xvil. 20, (47.) s»T AT NovenT, or

“ gome to nothing” or to shame; TEMPLE ... DIANA,

« Gain was his first plea: his second was false piety
mixed ‘with pride."'—(Jacobus.) (28.) FULL OF WRATH
anger ; false religionists are often full of wrath.
I, QuestioNs.—What arose in Ephesus before Paul
left § Who led thé silversmiths ¢ Why were they
aroused ¢ How did Demetriuy first appeal to
them ? v. 25. State his charge against Paul. His
geoond plea to his fellow-tradesmen. What were
the shrines? Describe the temple of Diana. How
did the tradesmen show their excitement and anger ¢

‘What faets in this lesson teach us—

(1.) Thatthe power of Christ will overcome enemies
and strengthen friends ¢
(2.) That true converts will forsake unlawful busi-

| ness and destroy their wicked works and possessions ?

(8.) That gain and self-interest may blind men to true
religion ¢

TLLUsSTRATION.—Do nothing rashly. * The counsel of the
town-clerk at Ephesus was, ‘ Do nothing rashly.’” A
'gentleman was tomed to pay,when pressed to do any-
thing of consequence in haste, ‘ Let us first advise with
the town-clerk of Ephesus.’ One may do thatin haste
which he may repent at leisure—may do what may coBt
him hundreds of pounds, besides ‘the trouble which he
would not have undergone for thousands.”’—(Cotton
Mather.)

NoricE 10 SUBSCRIBERS.—When remitting be
particular to give the correct Post-Office ad-
dress withthe Province, and mot the name of
your residence, county, or township, as is
frequently done, which prevents the receiving
of the publication wuntil the corrvect address
has been obtained. In forwarding remit-
tances register the letter, or procure a Post-
Office order (in all cases we prefer the latter,
asit protects the sender and ourselves ), whick
can be had at the following rates : $1 to $4,
2c., and $4 to $10, 5c. When stamps aresent
to make up the remitiance, the only denomi-
nations that are of practical use are 1 cent,
2 cents, and 3cents of the Dominion of Canadd.
When changing address from one Post-Office
to another it is necessary to give e old
address as well as the new. If thas is not
done the change cannot be made, thereby
causing disappointment. Address all letters
concerning subscriptions » Jokn Dougall &
Son, Witness, Montrea!.
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Erps’s Cocoa.—Grateful and Comforting.—
Made simply with boiling water or milfl;. }fwh
packet is labelled thus :-James Kpps & Co.,
Homeopathic Chemists, 48, Threadneedle strest,
and 170, Piccadily, London, England.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

: {«;x%w (gngnn:'iumm Uxper THE MICROSCOPE
of the blood of patients using Fellows’ Compound Syru
of Hypophosites, taken from time to time, gsitive S;oog
has been obtained ot the steady removal ot diseased and
dead blood particles and the substitution of vitalized discs,
80 necessary to the construction of healthy muscle.

EVE:?.Y SAUBSCRIBER TO THE ‘‘ MESSENGER’
may act as Agent for it, and o ion will have
copies sent to tﬁem for free disuib‘:xt?yxgu“uon

TaE READERS OF THE MESSENGER WILL HAVE
noticed its greatly imgroved appearance for the last two
or three numbers. Thisimprovement adds to the cost o
publication, but this cost may be covered by a good addi-
tion to our subscription list, and that addition the publish-
ers expect thels friends will make.

Trose WHO DEsire 10 Srupy mar FreNcE
Language will do well to take a French newspaper
’AURORE i8 such an one—the only Protestant French
aper in America. The price is §1 per year. JOHN
ovGALL & SoNs Publishers, Montreal.

Tur Snprmimn; Nbummn oF THE DOMINION
MoNTHLY contain, the beginni; f trated ar-
ticle by Col., Gra’y, exmtlgd “,(‘)‘51 othe“ségl?ﬁx;." The
Stickine i8 & riverin Alaska, up which Col. Grey recen&v
made & trip, the account of which he presents to our read-
ers.

Gofmﬂ bIe{I:AUm AND AN Eveny TEMPER ARE
two of the best accomplishmen ladies can have,
and these are neoessa.rl;r amnnogt: t{ ?,“—.!,‘gmﬁu‘i’me. The
marks of a peevish disposition are not long in eMP{;“
themselves on any face, naturally the most ieautifnl. u
who oan help feeling peevish when ill-health comes?
Very few, indeed, more especially when it i8 entnel
unnecessary. A bad cold, if obtained in carrying Words
ot comtort to o sick friend, is endurable; butik s difficult
to enjoy one taken through an sct of bravado. Just SO
when _\'oung ladies become invalids through obeying the
dictates of that fashion which says: * Put on corsets an
lace them ag tightly as possible,” and others of & similar
kind, they find that everything has been_ lost and nothing
found. With the growth ot the knowledee of the bnmin
system, fashion will begin to obey sanitaty lawk. Tho
S:lblishers of Dress ANp Hearrd have done m“g P
rect public attention in this matter. This little o058
has mot with a cordial reception in England, IrelwnC AL
Scotland, ag well as in Canada, and the sixth houiere s
now read{ofor sale. For 30 cents esch copies W
post free to any address in Ameﬂoa./_

Trare Crup RATEs FOR THE sblfz:mﬁ; .a{g
when sent to one address, as follows = &'{.50 ; 100
copies, £2 50; 20 co ~"63mo’ 50 P PouaALL & SoN
00%105'% 2; 1,000 coples, i
Publishers, Montreal. D e S
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