Vor. 1. No. 12.]

CANADIAN: MILITARY REVIEW.

181

In spitc of theso disabilition, in momonts of real danger to tho
Emplro, the oflicers of the ordnance ¢orps como irroprossibiy to
tho front~India hnving boon won by tho sword has to be maintain.
td by tho sword without reforonco to tho color of & man's coit, and
80 ¢ has beon that tho first rovorse of our arma in Cabul in 1842
had to bo avongod by an artillery oficor, General Pollock, attother
art'llory Genoral (Roborts) hasbeon permitted to porform thosame
task In our 0wn time.—~Dolhi was taken by 8ir Achednio Witson,
an artillery General, and Lucknow dofended till his doath by Sir
Honry Dhawranco a fourth glorious gunnory and yot tho honorary
Colonol of the Royal Artillory and Euglncyrs, has nover been adble
to appoint an officor.of osithor of thoso condomnéd corps to tho
command ofoven o Brigado at Aldershot. Itscomsthat poor Go-
noral Roberts §s to Ho hinstled back to Sndia assoon as bis heaith
pormits, und rolegated to a command tn tho benighted preaidenoy
of Madras, whero Bollons has slumbored for 100 years. Whijo tho
festive favorites will twiiter round Pall afall, to 1y off in o atafl
flock to tho first hollday war that turns up. .

Our Brave Defendcrs..
Some Account or Haminton's VoLunTrEr Forozs.

Major-Gonoral Luard, inspected the Thirtoenth Batta-
lion on the 25th November. Hamilton's battalion of
volunteor infantry was constituted such in 1862, and
gezetted on the 13th of December in that year, It con-
sisted of seven companies, threo of which had previoualy
been in existenco—~Nos, 1, 2and 3, the latter the High-
land company of Captain (now Colenel) Skinner,

T'he first commandant was Lieutenant-Colonel tho Hon.
Isaac Buchanan, who retained command till Dacember
30, 1864. On the occarion of his retirement the following
was published in the goneral orders: * Lisutonant-Colonel
the Hon. Tsaac Buchanan is hereby permitted to resign
tho command of this corps, and his Excellency tbe Com-
mander-in-Chiof is pleased to pormit him to retain his
rank in the militia, as a special caso, undor tho provisions
of General Order No. 1, of the 18t of August, 1861, in
vonsideration of the valuable services he has herctofore
vendered to the militia of this Province,” ,

In 1868 the colors of the battalion, after boing conse-
«rated by the Rov. J, Gamble Geddes (now Dean of Nia-
gara), were proseated by Mis. Buchanan, with an elo-
quent and feoling address; and in 1819 tho samelady, on
behalf of the ladics of Hamilton, prosented the battalion
with a beautiful and costly macc to be borne by the
Drum-Major.

In 1863 the Thirtcenth participated in & 1eview at
Brantford and was well thought of.

In 1865 Ma‘yor Alfred Bookor till that datc command-
ing the Hanilton Field Battory; was appointed to the
command of the Thirteeuth, with the rank of Licutenant-
Colonel. His soldierly qualities made themselves folt
and bhave leff their impress upon the corps. Colonel
Booker gave a gront dealof time and a great deal of stud
to his military duties, and tho result was very murke&y.
In the year of which we are mow speaking 8 company
from tho Thirteenth was sent to Prescott for activo duty |
where it wag incorporated with a provisional battalion
and remained on duty from April till November. On its]
roturn another company was sont to join the provisional
baitalion at Windsor, Major Cuttloy commanded the
former company and Cza&)tnin Irving tho latter. In the
early part of tho year Colonel Booker commanded thy
provisional battalion at Niagara,

In March, 1866, threats of invasion by bands of outlaws
in the United ‘States made military proparations in Ca-
nada necessary; the Thirteenth was ordered into netive
service, with daily dvills, and orderca w hold itself in
readiness to march at a moment’s notice. Permanent
gaards woro establishod at the drill shed, the magazine,

inspented tho battalion and after
waids oxpresser his gmtiﬁcation at the croditable and
soldier-liko appearance ™ it made,

On the 1st of June the Fonians having crosaed tho Nia-
gara rivor, the regimont was erdered to Port Colborne,
whero it passed the night, and on the following day it was
engagod in tho skirmish at Ridgoway. It is not at all
nocessary now to rewrito the history of that unfortunato
day. Itissufiiciont to eay that tho mistake was made of
attompting to manouvre raw troops under fire, an expe-
rimont which does not always succeed with vetoran
teoops. Unmorited obloguy was cast upon Col. Booker,
which no doubt aided matorinlly in hastening his death.
Eight mon wero wounded, among thom Lioutenant Routh.
The battalion remained on daty till the 20th, when it re-
turned home.

In Auguet, 1866, tho Thirtecnth went into camp at
Thorold, the brigade being under command of Colonel
(now Sir Garnet) Wolseley.

Licutenant Colonel Bookor resigned his command and
was succeeded by Lieutonant Colonol Jamos A. Skinner,
now member of Parliament for South Oxferd, who has
since retained tho command. Colonol Skinner has proved
himself both a podpuh\r and an efficient officer. His corps
has borno s proud place among the milit,u.rgv organizations
of Cdnada, and there is no reason to doubt that it will
continue to do so. .

In 1869 the Thirtoonth turned out to receive Prince
Arthur and tho Governur-General on their visit to Hamil-
ton, and furnished guurds of honor for thoir residences
during their stay here.

In 1870, 3 sergeants, 2 corporals and 8 privates of the
corps volunteered for service in Manitoba, In the samo
yoar tho first regimental camp for drill was formed av
Grimsby. In 1871 a brigade camp was formed at Nia-
gara; in 1872 a divisional camp was formed at the samo
place, the battalion doing duty at both, and in 1874 iv
was again in the brigade at that placo. Itssubsequent his-
tory has been uneventful.

For most of the fucts given above we aro indebted to
# A Skeotch of the Thirteconth Battalion,” published in
1875 by Major Moore.

Hamilton Field Battery.

Tho artillery arm of the military service is yoar by
year assuming moro importance. The breech-loading
muskot has not offected half the change in infantry tac-
tics which the rifled gun has effected in artil'ery. The
immense importance of this arm has always been undor-
stood by greatmilitary leaders, and he who was quickest
to mobilizo his artillery, to introduce improvements and
to so mancuvre it a3 to mass it most eftectively at the
critical moment upon the most exposed part of his ene-
my's line was the man who %ained guccess in war,
Longstreot’s tremendous onslaoght on the third day at
Gottysburg was beaten by Hunt's artillery, and almost at
the moment of impact when the long lino came gleaming
on down the slopo from Seminary ridge, Hancock, gal-
lopon off in person to ¢ hurry up two more batteries of
those Napoloon guns.” It was not the greater woight of
tho German battalions which crushed tho Fronch armies
in the stiuggle of 1871, but the graater number and botter
massing of the German batteries, Wholo brigades of in-
fantry were ofton destroyed by artillery before thoy ever
fired o shot, The most superfioial study of the history of
war will show tho vast importance of this branch of the
service.

In artillory Hamilton is _creditably roprosented. Her
.Field Battory is one of which sho has no roason {0 te
ashamed. 1t is a fine organization of good wmen, well

Major-General Napier

art at the Moata*n View hotel.,

Daring this periog !
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