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METHODIST PUJ3LISHING H0OUSE, 1SEW YORK.

THE 1l'istory of Methodism in the
iNew \Vorld is replete with intercst.
Its progress hias been marvellous, and
its present position inay well cali
forth the inquiry, " What hath God
wroughit ?" Among ail the factors
which have contributed to the suc-

*cess of Methodisni, not the least im-
portant is the Book Concern.

This institution was commenced
in 1789. The first Book Steward, as
the agent was then called, -vas John
Dickens, who began the enterprise
withi a capital of $600, of which hie
was the lender. Philadelphia was
the seat of the "Concern, " but for
so>ne timne its career wvas far fromi
successful, inasmuch as that, at the
en(l of nine years debt liad accuinu-
Iatcd to the amount of $4,500 and at
the sanie time Mr. Dickens died.
No blaine was attached to him for
flhe lack of success.

1Rev. Ezekiel Cooper wvas elccted
successor te Mr. Dick-ens and found
hinmself in an unenviable position,
but in two years lie reduced the
debt one-haif. Soine wanted the

IlConcern " to be rernoved to Balti-
more, and doubtless wouid hiave suc-
cecded, but for the opposition of Mr.
Cooper, who did not want to remain
in the city of Brotherly Love, where
hie had endured mucli anxiety, but
had succeeed not only in making the
Concern solvent, but had secured a
net capital to, neet ail demands.

New York was chosen as the home
of the Book Concern, but it does not
appear that any of the citizens of the
"iempire city" were anxious about
receiving it. The IIConcern " lias
now become one of Manmmoth di-
mensiotis, but for severai years it
was only a sojourner and had no
certain dwelling-piace. In 1830 five
lots were jrnrchascd in Mulberry
Street, on wlirch premises wvere built,
whicli were occupied from 1833 until
1889, and ivas continued as a print-
ing-house until 1890. lu thiree years
after the , Muiberry Houso iras
opened it iras burned to the ground
at a loss of $250,000. Oniy a small
ainount of iisurance inoney ivas re-
ceived, but the Methodist people


