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proportioned to the mostordinary capacities. Two months passed away
witlhout the ieophyte's hearing a word about cither the society or its
plans, and without his having any grounds to presume it was anythinrg
more tlan wliat he lad soeie, a kind of covert insurrection, provided.
with its rallying signs and watchwords. Ie wa. uven beginning to
consider it altogether in the lighit iof an ;llision, when a letter, couched
in such ternis as to rimind him distinctly of the fbrinula of his initia-
tion, sumimoned him to meet a number ofi is brethren in a secluded spot
that was pointed ont. Thither lie repaired, without taking the least pre-
cautions for his safety, because the nature of his first initiation and the
character of those who had introdumcd him to the Order, wlere sucli as
to proclude the idea that any snare could possibly be laid for hiim. On
arriving at the spot indicated, he at once recognized it, beyond a doubt,
froim the description that had been given him; but after iminutely
surveyinîg it both before and after the appointed hour of meeting, and
waiting a lemgth of tine, not a soul appeared. A few days afterward
the summons was reiterated in hIe saie ternis, and the saine spot was
appointed for the renîdzevous. Ie again obeyed with as mucli Iunetla-
lity as before, but with no better success

This iridividunl trial of bis patience, (for sucb the officer considercd
it to be,)was renewed four time, witlout any better result, duriig a
space ot tlree weeks. At length, the fifth tine, lie was about to retire
somewhat harassed by such repeated discomfitures, when he heard the
iost friglitful screans, at about a hiundred feet distant. These scams,

appareitly proceeding fron sonie one who -was being murdered, drew
hlim deeper in the wood, wliere ho had already advanccd further than
usual. Daylight was fatst declining; the season vas bad, (it was
towards the latter end of November in a severe cliniato,) and the roads
ahnîost impassible, especially for a siranger; yet no earthIly- considera-
tion could restrain hin, wien humanity called aloud for his assistance.
Though arned with no other weapon than his sword, lie rushed throug.
the thiieket, and naking bis way ainid the branches as best he iniglit,
sfill guided by the sercamns that waxed nearer and nearer, and were
inploring the assistance of any chance wayfarer, ho at length rencheld.
a clearing, wherc threc suspicious-looking men, on horseback, galloped
away as hard as they could, at the saine time discharging their imuskets
upon him.

On the ground lay a bleeding body, and he coutld just distinguish
tbrough the twiliglit the dying in's tori garnients, the ropes that
bound his linbs, and even the bruises w;th which he was covered.

Our neophyte had scarcely time to csntemplate this sad sight, and to
nieasatre at a gl:ance the depth of the wood, where deatli seencd to await
himuascertain if ay signs of life were yet dis-luii I e tiam,1 and aserai ifi %cornible in tih uifortunate being wliose last agonies he was ealled upon
ta witness, when a, det acmlnent If gendarmîes, likewise drawn thither by
the cries ior ielp, issued flortl from t lie lorest on the opposite point to
where the Iurderers had fled, and suirrouiided the spot vhere lay the
victini. Though1 fIst expiring, the mwurdered man liad still breaeth
enough left to articulate a fev words sufliciently distinct to leave no
daubt on the minîds of those present that lie intended to designate the
stranger as one of the assassins. Moreover, the lateness of the hour, the
sword with whiicl he waq still armed, his hurried answers and evident
e-barrassent., aill tended to incriinîlate iiim. I need nlot say tlat ho
was immediately arrested, loaded with chains, and ignominiouly flung
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