
THE ESSENTIALS 0F A GOOD LAWN.

THIS is tlic season when we are oftenasked how to establii a good lawvn
Tand insure its permianence. Dow'n-

ing naines three essential requisites: (i)
Deep soul; (2) proper kinds of grass, and
(3) frequent inowingl. For this climate I
would add a fourth-that is, plenty of Nvater.
The air of an averagre Anierican sumnmer i
not so %vcli adaptcd to the produiction of a
fine lawn as is the huniid atmosphiere of
Grcat i3ritain. Thiere not so mnuch atten-
tion need bc given to the richness of the soil,
as the nioisture takes its place iii a nicasure.
But ini this country flic soul should be dec1)
and ricli, witii a subsoil capable of retainingy
nîcisture, bult ixot in exccss. If the subsoil
is lbard and tcnaciouis it slîould be wcll un-
der-draincd and trenclicd, or subsoiicd to a
decpth of sixteen or eighltccn inèhes, so as to
create a rcscrvoir for holding moisture
uvhich inav bc drawnl upon by the plants as
necded during, dry tinies. This imatter of
suibsoiling docs not rcceivc thec attention it
(leserves in aur cliniate. 'Many persons
scen to think that if the surface soul is in
good condition nothing further is nccedecd.
Such persons shoulid bear in niind thiat it is
a dccp soul oîîiv which wili furnish nioisture
for grrass roots through continucd drouglît,
so thnat the lawn wlvi rcniain green durinîg
the entire sunîniiier aniid autunîn.

Aga'ýin. ton mluch attention cannot bc gircul
ici the prcparation of thc soil bcforc the sccd
is sown. It shonuid be plowcd and re-
plowcd, cultivated, lîarrowed and rolled un-
tii the whole 15 thiorougly1 ptulverized and
înixed to a depth of ten inches. Thîis work
%hr'uild bc donc iii the faU' and then the plat
shiould bc lcft ta settlc ail wintcî befrirc the
wed is snwn. Trhe foundation l.1i then be

tirini. This ilnt only niakes ,a compact bed
wliichi the tendicr graqs ronts nlecci. but it wvill

insure thie lawn against tiiose little knolîs
and holiows wiîich ai-c so objcctionable in
appearance aiîd do so nîuch to obstruet the
use of the nîower.

Oniy twa kinds of grass are rcaliy wortlîy
of conlsideration for tiîis climate. Tiiese are
Kentucky Liue Grass (Poa pratcntsi.s), ai-d
Rcd Top (Algrostis viilgaris). Tiiere are a
few Cthers, sucu as Rhiode Island Bent
Grass, a fimer kind of .4-rosti., which inay
be sown, but it is more expeuisive and littie
superior ta a good strain of Red Top. A
littie Swcet Vernal Grass, or W-hite Clover,
nîay bc added, bult ilcither is essential. The
coarser grasses, sucli as Tinîothy, Orcliard
Grass of Màcad ow Fcscue, shouid uîcver be
sown in a lawn. Tlîey are slîort-lived and
too coarse and stiff to nuake a soft, velvety
carpet. Tilere -are innav lawn niix-
turcs advrertised and sald at iigh prices;
saie of theni are fgod and will niake excel-
lent lawns; but, if analv-zed, the best of tlieni
xviIi bc found to consist nîainlv of Biue
Grass and IRcd Top, whichi mîay bc bouglît
iii the mîarket for froin $i.5o ta $2.5o a
bushel.

To sccd propcrly, fron twvo ta tlîrcc bush-
els xviIi bc icquired to the acre, owing in
saine mencsure ta the anount of clînif mnixcd.
with tlic sccd. This should, bc sown as
cnrly iii the s;Pfiiit as possible, so tlîat tlic
Vyaung, plants îî beconie w-cil cstablishied
befare the lhot drN wveatlîcr of îniidsuniier.
The soiig of nats with the sccd lias been
rcaîîîînicndc,.i as a pratcction to the young
grass plants, but I hlave nlever vet foulid th-at
a strong, rs-cdn plnt likce the o-at
wold furnishi protcction to a delicate, so'
grow-ing onc. On the cantrary, the± so-
callcd protcctor Nvili ro> the wvcakcr plant olf
its non risi Ili Clt. Ered Top gerinîlmattes
nîuch nîiorc quickly than lme Grass, and wvili


