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(ontributiolta.
ED(JOATION OF THE PEOPLE

n1V FInMAN M1'cLUnli TiUttWO, N. s.

Within the past cotury overy science las been made tomssumo
al nOW aspect ; inventions and appliances of art have beeni as numn-
herlss as they are striking; anost every portion of the earth has
hen the tie-atro tif a ncw and etrango activity. But, after all, the
most striking feature of this movetent-anii elemient proginart with
wide.spread and far-reaching consecquences-is the developnent of
the power of the people-the masses, ani the revelation of that
power te thmemselves.

In all past ages the chasmin that separatcd between the fortunate
feto and the toiling masses was su broad and deop that thure was
little intercommutimtnicationi or synpathy between tiem ; but the timo
has now arrived wlîen the muasses are recognized as forming a consti.
tuent part of hîumanity--wlheni their rights aro acknowledged, their
voico hoard, and thoir influence felt. The grot natural law of
humani equality -overyw'here recorded in the olume of nature,
overywhere revealed iii religion, though overlooked andi neglected
through su many ages, though huntted and persecuted with the fagot
and thotorch,the rack and the ialter of despotiem,has at last obtained
a voico through which to speak, not onîly in the car of despots, but
te the wido, wide world itself.

This leient of power is now muoving amtiong the nations and upoi
the face of hunan-sociely as the Spirit of God once mnoved on the
face of the nighty d4op. Despotisin may onquiro how it nmay be
smotlered am"1 destroyed, but hunianity will enquire how it may
bu guided, how it tnay.b obtain and clevate pure end safe de-
velopruenît. Sntotlered it may not bu- you niay as well attempt te
smother the heaving tires of Vesuviis. It is the uphenving of this
inighty elemient that has convulsed Europo during the past faw
years, and, if wo imistako not, the signs of the tiimes are destined to
convulso it more and more, initil the establislunît of universal
freedomt.

The only thiig that can give tone aud elevation, a right direction
and useful result to this recognition and exorcise of tho rights and
powers of tho mass, is eduictioni-wide-spread, universal education.
Along with the knowledge otf tleir power itust be imparted to the
people thu oquallyinportantknowledgu of its proper use. Thiereisno
species of despotisi so imuci to bc dreaded as that of the multitude,
conscinus of thoir strungth, but ignorant of its proper use. The
French people furnisih a striking illustration to this point. The
world has no page in its history of so terrifie a chaiacter, when tho
very foundations of civil governuient were swept away and the very
framework of lime social organization was dissolved, as ihat whichî
records the conflicts. the sacrifices, and the fearful nadness of the
people in their first struggles for liberty. It wa blind Sanson
bowing hinsolf on hlie pillars of the Philistines' temple and bringinmg
ruin and deathoitallbeneatht. And uven in ier moro recontstrug-
glus behold the upheuaving of power, untemîpered and unguided by
light. At one moment, rising in their mîiglt, tho people wept
away every vestige of the throne; they then shouit l Long live the
Republic," and the next moment rush into the arme of despotism.

As we have said, education should bo universal, the endowment
of mind-T ie=a native, pure, bright, hopeful intellect is not a
thing te bu monopolized. Are the children of the rich, the Icarned,
the powerful any more likely to bc favoured with it than those of th,
virtuous and industrious poor ? Te nature partial or oven parsimoni-
nus in the bestowal of this gift ? Nay t go into the by-ways of life,

sequestered glen, the rugged steeps of the mountainu ide, where

the poor cottagor lias erected his hovol, you pity its ragged homli-
nos, its poverty-strickeon plainness, ito want of those things which
men are disposed to consider indispensable te conifort. But look
upon tho littlo flock gatlered within that rude fold,-their well-de-
veloped, active limbe, their ruddy checks, thleir briglit ye, their
sparkling countenances, thoir merry laugh, thlir gloosomo gaibols
all tell us that the iajesty and beauty of intelject is there-intollect
whose waters bubble and gush up frein thoir native fouîntains in spito
of the frozon incrustation about the surface ; intellect, perhaps, such
as soared in the philosophy of a Newton, the verse of a Milton, or
burst forth in the oloquence of a Denostheues. -Who eau say that
the future history of sone in tlat fainily nay not bu interwoven
with hnt of their country. And prouder nay that father bo of
thoso ieaven-endowed sons; prouder niay that mother be of thoso
blooining daughters, than of wealth, of placo or power in all thoir
efforts to bury stolid iibecility boneath a costly garb or a dashing
equipage.

And if God crowns the mîost oppressod child of povorty with mind
juid intellect capable of the broadest development and the lottiest
conceptions; if God crowns thom with such endowmonts, lot mai
beware how ho would check their devloipnent or stifle their aspira-
tions.

Defcat and scorn and sh:ne
no his who strives to bhind
Tho metes, lcaping waves of thought,
Vie free tido of the rnind."

Wo shall hail with gladnues the dawning of that day in our coun-
try when the highest uiniversity shall bu free as the common school,
and both shall be free as the air we breatho or the water we drink.

But, lest vo sbould bu misappreheinded, we urge no Utopian sys.
tein of education thiat aims at converting the great mass of iiankind
into philosophers, poets, or statesien. Till man can satisfy his
appetite for food upont the abstractions of logic or grow fat upon
mathematics, such a project, were it offected, woild only produce
famine and want. Edtuation should not only be universal but
practical; not unfittng for laboiîr, but fitting to act with intelligenco;
not to snooth and withor the h<nd, but givo verve and power te the
icad, not rodarding so iiuch the exterior polisht as thu mental
strengtl. We would have the people su educated that habits of
reading antd reflection, and abovo ail of independent thought, will
be forned. We would have thieni educated with direct reference te
the manly- avocations of life, and the responsibility that will devolve
upon themx as mombers of society. By tro education we menu the
devolopaient of the individuality of each person, so that he nay
recognize himself as disinîtograted from tho grent mass of humanity
and possessed of personal respsibilities and of personal aspira-
tions. The want of this individuadty is.at once the characteristic v
and tie cirse of Moliammedan nations of the eat. There society is
reduced to a dead le cl-all are alike ignorant. The beggar might
as well h, the prince, the prince the beggar, as far as any mntellectual
fituess for thoir different positions is concerned. It is, indeed, one
forni of equality that is hero exhibited, but it is not an equality that
has any necessary connection with liberty. Where this individual-
ity is not developed each persoi looks upon himself as not belong-
ing to hiniself, but to the state. A singular and ludicrous instance
of this abnegation of self-ownership is the law said atill to bu in
forcoamong some Tartar tribus which punishes nostsoverelyany one
whô dares to pull the tuit of hair upon another man's head, net be.
cause it injures the wcarer of that precious ornanient, but because
all tufts belowj to the state. This is just isucb ownership as somne mon
concede te political parties now-a-days-initelloct, conscience, nsy,
the vury tufts of hair upon their heads, bolong to political dema-
gogues, and, they may plait theim inte any fantastic shape they
pluase without the leastmurmur of complaint- on the part.of the poor


