
THE MINING RECORD.

Judging from the talk we hear on the outside and our
knowledge of the richness of the Cariboo Creek country,
we expect to see very lively tines there in the very near
future. The character of the country and the mineral
is identical with that of the Trail Creek country, and
this rich mineral belt is known to extend right through
from foot of Lower Arrow Lake to foot of Slocan Lake,
a distance of at least 35 miles. This ground lias been
prospected but very little, only run over from the
Narrows on the Columbia, part way to the sunimit at the
heads of Goat, Snow and Canyion Creeks, so that even
half the story on the Columbia side is not yet told.
Here is a grand opportunity for prospectors, in both
quartz and placer mining, and for capital to get in on
the ground floor.

Most of the creeks prospect well in placer, especiallv
Cariboo and Snow Creeks. On Cariboo Creek there was
some work done in '94 but it vas by poor men who lad
not the means to~get to bed rock. A few who had the
nuggets almost in siglt were washed out by a freshet
and not having means to open up again and winter coin-
ing on gave it up to try again at the earliest opportu-
nity, which it is hoped will be the preseut season.

Prospectors eau outfit at Burton City, the gateway to
the nmineral wealth of the Cariboo Creek country. Ho-
tel accommodations are good. Pack and saddle liorses
cau be had at reasonable figures. Game is plentiful,
especially deer, cariboo and grouse, and if one has lost
a bear lie eau also be found here. Fishing is grand, the
mountain streams being full of the speckled beauties,
the Columbia River teeming with the larger ones, while
its tributaries in August are a swaring mass of the
little red fish.

The Trail Creek Mines.

T HE FOLLOWING extracts are taken fron a letter
written by Mr. Ernest G. Looke, one of the ablest

miiiing engineers in the country

Having now been here about three weeks, I feel that
I have looked arounîd sufficiently to be able to give vou
a short account of the camp and also, niy impressions of
what the outeome will be. In the first place, I believe
you are aware that all of the velis are heavily capped
with iron, which must be pierced through before pay ore
is reached. The veins are regular and continuons and
as depth is attainied the mineral increases in quantity
and qualitv: this fact is now assured, that the deeper
the shaft goes dowN-n1 the riclier the mineral hecoles.
The ore is a pyrites of iron and a pyrite.s of copper,
carrymîg gold and copper, called by minîeralogists py-roethite and chalcopyrite. The values of the ores run
fron 2 per cent. to 15 per cent. copper, and fromî $15 to
$75 and $100 gold. It seemis as thougli with greater
deptlh the copper decreases and the gold increases and
the rock carries liore quartz. This seenis to be the
case witlh the L4e Roi Mine, wlicl lias attaiied a depth
of 450 feet and is the deepest ii the district. The
veil at the bOttOlm is about thirty feet or more wide,
carrying over $i00 il gold per ton. I may state
to yon here that the stock of this inlle went a-beg-
ginîg last year at 40 cents, whereas I do not suppose
that aniy of it could now be obtained at par value, viz
$5. 'he principal mines are all close iii to town and
fron a sliglit elevation can all be seen at once. When
I say principal ones I mean those on which the iiost de-
velopnent lias been done. They are all valuable prop.

erties. Somte of thein have paid large divide d,
as the War Eagle, $157,000, etc., whilst others
merely developing either with a view to sell, or are e
ing for the railroad so as to ship their ores at at a b
profit. Most of the stock of these concerns is at 10.
above, and verv little of it eau be obtained at
Smiall blocks may soietimes be obtained here wlich
readily mopped up.

The names of the mines which appear to be 011
main belt are the Josie, Le Roi, War Eagle, Iron .b s
Centre Star, Virginia, Iron Horse, Georgia, etc.,
few others which I do not reimember, and on wllichv
little work has been doue. The Iron Horse and Geof
have both been sold silice I camlle here, the forn1ief
S6o,ooo, including three clains; the latter of one che
for S25,ooo. Not much work liad been done 0 t
but thev are on the sanie belt as the mines whichjnto
doing so well, and whose value is reckoned at iP
the millions. -ev

For miles the ground is "staked out" in every
tion, and in many instances the cropping show. g15 0
strong veins very similar to the surface indicat 1
the good mines I have iientioied. of course, so
them are not going to be mines like the Le Roi or b
Eagle, but some of them will n1o doubt prove Vale1iS
properties. and now whilst the camp is iii its if1
the time to buy out these claims at easy prices. eg
country rock is a very hard diorite, sometiies Chan Dr
to syenite; consequently work is very expensive. 0
lieve ai ordinary tunnel 5 feet bv 6 feet will cOst i t
foot driven by iand, from which. y-ou will gather th,
is no poor man's camp. The veins are not true ci55Î
but are probably cracks formed by the diorite s o
off, and subsequentlv beconting the vents-for Spri11ýO'
hot water carrying the minerals in solution (for a1
cription ot this theory I refer you to Le Conte's
ogy) Walls, the veins eau hardly be said to have f.
neither eau any other of the characteristics of trt
sure veins be observed, still the overflow Of
seemîs to have been so vast that for all practical par,
the veins will prove just as reliable as true 5511 eO
Thev will extend at least througli the diorite andst
likely iuto the granite-, as I understand the velu 0t,
been lately proved to do at Cripple Creek. At fe
the camp is a smnelting proposition, but I do 1o W c
that it would be safe to say that it will be alwaYs
after greater deptli is attahied. biu

Oie smnelter is lin full blast at Trail, on the CO'
River, and two others are- said to have picked Olut
location and vill sooli be iii course of constructio1 ee

I an perfectly satisfied with the outlook. 1 b ,
that the camp willi prove a record breaker, aid l
satisfied that anv intelligent miniing mai wlio las 5 f
capital, vhich lie vill use judiciously., may 
years gather togetier a fortune.

Nelson.

j ELSON is pleasantly situated wlhere the valle

Cottonwood Smith Creek joins the 10,1t .i
River. It may be sad to be the oldest town i the t
trict and owes its commencement to the discoveri0
Silver King and Kootenay Boiauza mines 0o
Mountain in 1886. The town was not laid Out, 0
ever, till 1888, wlien the first lots were sold. It 1 1e
ef the most beautiful spots in the Kootenay, as V.tj
judged froi the engraving which. we publish 1

number. Not only is it the terminus of, theý Neî"SO


