
COMMUNICATIONS.

PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS IN ENGLAND.

We have been favoured with the following copy
of a letter lately received by one of our corresponi-
dei t's, from the Chie Clerk of the Englibh Patent
Office. 'l'he itfornation may be useful to inany ol
our readers:-.

" SorurnorosT BUILTINoS,
LoNDoN, l3th ./lugust, 1855.

SI,-The Lord ihancellor has transmitted to
me 3 oui letter of the 30th ultimo, addresed to him
on the subject of Patents for Inventions.

In answer to your first question I beg to infori
you tiat copies of drawings accompanying specifi-
cations required by th: public are inade out of the
office by draughtsien emnployed by nie, and are ex-
anined and duly certified by a clek in the office;
however, such copies are rarely asked for, and
for this reason: Every specification filed under
the Act of 1852, is printed, published, aid sold at
the cost price, within three wecks of its deposit in
the office.

The specifications ei olled previous to the A et of
1852, fourteen thousand in number, are also in
course of' publication in subjeets; and it is expected
the whule lourteen thousand will be finished within
six years fi om this time.

In answer to your Eecond question: There is no
such office as Examiner of Patents in England, nor
is there the most reniote chance of any such oficer
being appointed. It would be worse than useless.
The indexing, printing, and publication of the spe-
cificatious according to subjects, affording the per-
son applying for the patent, full and sufficient neans
of readiug, examining, and understanding all that
has been previously doue upon bis particular sub-
ject. If lie does not choose to read and understand,
he simply wastes £25 upon a useless and valueless
patent: others interested will read and understand,
if lie does not; and no .ne is injured by his f >lly
except himsell. This is undoubted:y the oily truc
examiina.ion. An official examination to be of any
service vhatever, would requite an officer for each
particular subject: an engneer for steam engines,
for who else could touch such a subject; a gun-
smith for fire-arms; and so on.

The system of official examination, lately got up
in the United States, is, I understand, found to be
both useless and obstructie. The arrear is very
large, and is daily increasing; and there can be no
doubt that official examination will be very shortly
abolisbed; anI that the English plan of publication,

leaviig each inveetor to examine for himstlf, must
be adopted.

The Conmissioners of Patents bave given copies
of all their publications indexes, specifications, re-

po ts, rules, &c, to the public libraries of all the

principal tow%.s in the United Kingdoin; and they
propose very shortly to send the same to each of
lier Majesty's pr.ncipal Colonies, toe c placed :n
the PuiHlie Library of the principal towns of the
Colony.

I have the honour to remain, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

L. EDMUNDS,
Clerk of the Patents.

ALEX. KIRKwoOD, EsQ."

AN AMIABLE GOBBLER.

(To the Editor ofthe Agriculturit.)

SIn,-The following trait of paternal solicitude
may, perhaps, nerit a corner in your journal, af-
fording, as it does, a somewhat curious freak in
natural history:-

Ny neighbourhood is much infested by vermin,
such as kites, polecats, &c., and the rearing of
poultry is attended with mnany hazards and losses.
To afford some better chance of escape to the
turkey departnent, the eggs were placed under
some motherly Dorking, and the waudering turkey
hens were left to tîteir own pursuits. The old
gobbler kept a close eye upon these pi oceeding,
and, as turkey chicks came forth, strenuously claimed
then as bis own. le took no notice wlatever of
common poultry, but would bear no refusal from
his own tribe, and eventually secured nine turkey
ebickens, over whose growth and welfare ic bas
watcled with a tender nother's care,-nestling
them at night under bis wings, and anxiously guard.
ing them from ail danger during the day. It is per-
haps not a very generous return, to add, that bis
youig family are now in the highest perfection
making their appearance from tine to time upon
our family board.

Yours truly,

AnA FERGUsoN.
Woodhill, Nov. 8, 1855.

SAUSAGE MEAT is best preserved in cotton baga
a foot long and two or three inches in diaieter,
which, after filling, are dipped in «and coated with
melted lard. When used, the bag is sliced off with
the meat, as it is mach easier to make new ones
than to preserve the old.


