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author for tuus undertaking books of instruc- T.e ionowing extract wn afford a pretty
tion 11pon lusbandry, is tliusstated :- ful! den of the ( n' '*ary influence attri-

/ -h"1 not pitty to sec the r

:.-.. , ...- i.. r es which lie hid in s''t
mon mother the earl, I.... nIw1 gaown so
agc:! and stricken in years, and so wounded at
the hart w'th the ploughman's ebi. at sae

b:.'..d ', o.9 . t tiae nusbandman's
hands, and groaneth for the oecay or ner nat-
ural balsam. For whose good health and re-
eovery, uad for the better comfort of several
needy and simple farmers of this land, I have
partly undertaken these strange labours, al-
together abhorring from my profession, that
they might know and practice sone farther
secrets in-their husbandry, for the better ma-
nuring of their leane and barren groundes,
with some new sorts of marle not yet knowne,
or not sufficiently regarded by the best ex-
perienced men of our daies."

Sir Ilugh afterwards pulished another work,
entitled, "Divers New Sorts of Soyle not yet
brought into any Public Use for manuring
both of pasture and Arable Ground," in which
many interesting particulars can be Iearnt re-
specting nanuring substances then only im-
perfectly known to a few.. The manures
reconnended in this work are more numer-
ous than might be anticipated, including salt,
street dirtsullage of streets, clay, fuller's earth,
moorish earth, hair, malt-dust, the ofl of
slaughter-houses, burnt vegetable matter, soap
boilers' asices, fish, some new kinds of marl,
and other things, and these are said to have
been "not yet brought into any publie use,"
we cannot wonder that the land began "to faint
under the husbandmnan's hand." Indeed there
is much in this, as well as some other old au.
-thors, from which we in Canada might learn
-several needful practical lessons; as some of
-oyr old cultivated lands are getting into a si-
milar state described by Platt, and manuring
substances, although some of thei lying close
around our honesteads, are almost as much
neglected!

bn his very remarkable work on Soils,. Sir
Hugh indulges in some new and amiusirg spec-
.ulations on the magical properties of what was
-considered a sort of universal salt, to whose
universal, generative. and fructifying influ-
ences, both the animal, vegetable, and mineral
kingdons mainly owed the 4'rtility. After
much controversy it was conceded that our or-
dinary salt (chloride of sodium) was identical
with this much sought-for and esteemned sub-
stance, which wal declared to promote not only
the growth -of plants, but procreation in ani-
mals. "Plutarch (it is said) doth witnesse,
that ships upon the sea are pestred and pois-
-oned oftetimes, with exc.eeding store of mice.
And some hold opinion,-that the femals, with-
out.any copulation with tihe males, doe con-
Amve only by licking of saLt. And this maketh
the fishmongers' wives so wanton, and so
béautifulil1"

conrir::. the saine. For sait w«i 'h ail
&.11nges, it hardeneth ail +h..ges, it preservetlh
all thinges. it :an tavour to all thinges, it is

.t ~anlcke which gleweth al) things toge-
ther, it gathereth and knitteth all minerail
miatters, and of manie thousande picces it nak.
eth one masse. This salt giveth sounde to al]
thinges, and without the sounde no metell willt
ring in his shirl voyce. Salt naketh man
muerrie, it whiteneth the flesh, and it giveth
beautie to all reasonable creatures, it enter-
tayneth that love and amitie which is betwixt
the male and femail, through the grèat vigour
and stirring uppe which it provoketh in the
engendering members, ; it h.ipeth to procrea.
tion, it giveth unto creatures their voice, as
also unto netalles. * * ** * * * *
And it is sait that maketh all seedes to flour.
ish and growe, and although the number o'
men is very sinall which can give any true
reason why dungue should doe any goode to
arable grounds, but are ledde thereto more
from custome than any philosophical reason,
nevertheless it is apparent that no dungue,
:hich is layde upon barren groundes, could

any way enricli the same, if it were not for th,
salt which the straw and hay left behind thee
by their putrefaction."

It is curious to observe how their old ide-
of the value of salt in agriculture has beer r
vived in modern times. The late Sanut
Parkes, author of the popuLr "Chemicý
catechism," published about thirty years ag
an extended treatise on the use of salt to th
agricuilturist,-more particularly in referent
to the renovation of worn-out soils. Great c-
pectatiors were raised among the farmers, an
when the excise duty was taken off salt and i
price consequently much reduced, that artic.
was extensively applied in different forms as
fertilizer; but, in general, with no ver
marked effect. Hence it soon again got in
disuse. The impregnation of the atmosphe
with saline matter in Great Britain, and
islands generally, will no doubt account,
some degr-ee, for the feeble influence of salt
agriculture, under such circumstances. E
upon continents and places at a great distan
fromn the sea, salt is known toexercise a bet
ficial influence not only on the soil, but on
domesticated animals. It is also valuable
an ingredient in composts, a fact well krno.
to the ancient Romans. In Canada anda la
portion of the Anerican continent it is diffie
to conceive how pioneers could get on with
it.

To be continued. .

The winter meeting of the New Yoýk.&S.
Agricultural Society takes place at Albay
the 11th instant.


