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Assize Town of each District; and the Courr oF
Requests, in the different . divisions, once a fort-
night. The District Judges are appointed under
the Great Seal of the Province, and are generally
selected from among the magistrates. - They are
authorised to hold plea in all matters of coNTrACT
from 40 shillings to £15; and, when the amount
is liquidated or ascertained, either by the act of
the parties or the nature of the transaction, fo
forty pounds; also in all matters of tort respecting
personal chattels, when the damages to be reco-
vered do not exceed £50, and the title to the
lands is not thereby brought into question. The
Judges, who are very rarely lawyers, are always
assisted by a jury. Their decisions are, however,
generally not the most unexceptionable; and
though there is an appeal from this Court to that
~of the King’s Bench, justice is not unfrequently -

defrauded of her rights. The District Judges,
unfavourable as public opinion is to their integrity,
possess,- I dare say, as much honesty as their most
- conscientious neighbours, are equally’ intelligent,
and just as deeply read in British Jurisprudence.
Many of them in fact, to use plain language, are
as ignorant of the laws of the country as they are
of the Code of Napoleon; and the Jurors, whe
are not the most enlightened men in the world,
are said not to be overburthened with scrupulous
consciences. But they are remarkable for a
noble independence,” which causes them to pay



