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shares in the Hudson’s Bay Company, and
when he travelled through the North-
West country, prospecting, he was re-
ceived most hospitably. Of an inquiring -
and gregarious nature he went as much
among the half-breeds—or métis, as they
are called—and Indians as among the
officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company and
the white settlers. . He had ever been
credited with having a philosophical turn
of mind; and this was accompanied by
a certain strain of impulsiveness or daring.
He had been accustomed all his life to
make up his mind quickly, and, because
he was well enough off to bear the conse-
. quences of momentary rashness in com-
mercial investments, he was not counted
among the transgressors. He had his
own fortune; he was not drawing upon a
common purse. It was a different matter
when he trafficked rashly in the family
name, so far as to marry the daughter of
Eye-of-the-Moon, the Indian chief.

He was tolerably- happy when he went
to the- Hudson’s Bay country; for Miss
‘Julia Sherwood was his promised wife,
and she, if poor, was notably beautiful



