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BALED FAY DANGEROLS

Spontaneous Combustion in the
Cargo Held Responsible for the
Burning of the ‘ Whitelaw.”

The “Alice Blanechard ”’ Another Vie-
tim of the Dangers of the North
—Her Mishap Not Serious.

_ After surmounting innumerable dan-
gers by sea and storm, it was the fate of
the ex-wrecker T. P, H. Whitelaw to be
consumed by fire originating in an ap-
parently innocent bale of hay. Baled
hay appears to have become an impor-
tant factor for consideration among the
dangers menacing Northern traffic, for,
according to First Officer Jenkins of the
just-returned Pakshan, half the Lynn
Canal cargo carriers are now taking hay
North, and a great portion of the baled

article is—through being but half cured
before baling—as liable as cotton to
cause fire aboard by spontaneous com-
bustion. This was the case. with the

- 'Whitelaw, and even the Packshan’s hay

was smoking significantly when it was
taken out of the hold. The Whitelaw’s
last trip was eventful in the extreme,for
shewas in trouble all the way from San
Francisco. First it was discontent
among the 140 passengers over the
accommodation., Then further dis-
satisfaction as to the food, including
a call at Port Angeles. Then -the ship
went ashore, first at Wrangel Narrows
and then near Juneau, as already de-
scribed in the CoronisT, and was only
released with considerable difficulty and
the loss of valuable time. Continuing
her trip from the scene of her misadven-
ture, she had on board all her original
passengers for the Lynn Canal, their 41
horses and 500 odd tons of freight. Skag-
way was reached withous further inei-

- dent, and while preparing to discharge

the cargo, passengers and horses having
been disembarked, the hay becoming
overheated through too long storage in
the hold, broke into flames, at 4 o’clock
on Friday afternoon last. The hatches
were closed tight, and Captain Lockyear
beached his ship at the top of high
water, scuttling her then to put out the
fire. As the tide wentdown the steamer
rested on the sand and the water ran
out of her. It was thonght the blaze
had been made an end of, but at 1

o’clock in the morning the smouldering | 7

fire broke out in earnest, it being found
impossible to check its headway, anua
the steamer with her 500 tons of cargo
being speedily consumed. The crew
were valient in fighting the flames as
long as there was a possibility of success,
and then escaping, lost all save their
clothing in the fire that had made
an end of their floating home. It is un-
necessary to describe the Whitelaw or
review her eventful career. Everyone
who takes an interest in matters mari-
time will well remember the veteran
wrecking craft, with her unique equip-
ment, her powerful masts and derricks,
and her many appliances for the salva-
tion of stranded hulks. She was per-
haps the most famous wrecking craft
that ever  floated in American waters,
and it is & curiousthing that just so soon
a8 she should have changed from the
hazardous avocation of wrecking to the
monotonous routine of a simple trader,
her destruction came upon her. Nor is
the Whitelaw the only Northern craft
that has fared badly during the Yast
week. The steam schooner Alice Blan-
chard, while making her way up Lynn

canal on Friday last—the day of the|

fire—struck a floating lump of ice and
received a puncture that caused her to
take in 8o much water that she arrived
at dock with herH forepke_ak full and the

umps going. er skipper proposed
‘fmtﬁngiet on the beacg at orce for
necessary repairs. The Canada was
alill hanging together when the Pakshan
‘was at Skagway, and may coms off if
the wind shifts to a favorable quarter.
The Oorona, when the big Northern
Pacific boat passed down, was still on
the rock .where she came to grief origin-
ally, and likely yet to remain there for
some days at least. Nothing was seen
of the reported wreck on Shelter point
a4 the Pakshan took the outside passage

DIVERTED INTO NEW CHANNELS.

There has been & remarkable change
in the tide of travel from San Francisco
during late weeks, and instead of
Saattle being the leading point of de-
barkation for passengers arriving on the
Pacific’Coast liners Victoria is now at-
tracting - most p:é)le. This has been
manifested repeatedly, and particularly
when the Umatilla arrived early yester-
day morning, completing her 225th voy-
age from the Grolden Gate. She brought
57 first class and 103 second class pas-
sengers for Victoria—29 first class and
50 second class passengers for Seattle.
Of course there were many prospective
miners on board for Victoria, but a com-
parison of the above figures will show
that the change referred to is not alone
accounted for by the influx of Klondike
pilgrims. As freight the Umatilla had
over 100 tons of general merchandise for
local merchants. Following the Uma-
tilla in port came the Walla Walla of
the same company’s fleet, bound South
last evening’. She carried as passengers
Rev. J| E. Van Ryn and wife, Mrs. A.
H. Roy, Mr. Brown, Mrs. J. A. Boehan,
Mrs. T. H. Baker, Miss Maud McGregor,
Mrs. Elliott, Carlyle Bell, Mrs. E, Keith,
Mrs. M. M. Meyers, Mrs. (Dr.) Clarke
and Maiss Clarke,

MARINE NOTES,

X

Part of the Kingston’s freight from
the Sound yesterday morning was a
shipment of 286 bales of paper that is
to be forwarded to Australia on the
Aorangi leaving to-day.

Owing to a breakagein her machinery,
the steamer Willapa will not sail for the
West Coast until to-day, the delay being
necessitated for repairs.

The Dominion steamer Quadra will
probably go into commission next week.

CHILLIWACK.,

Political Rumors From the Opposition
Ranks—The Dyking Operations,

CHILLIWACK, March 7.—The survey is
still going on, and word has been
brought that the government are going
tol work on the actnal construction of
the dvke at omce. They will, in all
probabilities, start before the 1st of
April. The government will not wait
until the survey i8 completed, but start
the construction at the Popecum Hill,

while the surveyors are at the lower end
of Hope slough going on with their
work. Mr. Rincombe, C.E., is now at
Victoria making out his report and
lans. This work will be the greatest
goon that has blessed Chilliwack for
years. It will not only protect lands
that are in danger ‘of inundation every

.| year, but give the residents work and

gome ready cash. .

There seems to be quite a lot of dis-
satisfaction in the o ition ranks, be-
cause Mr. Vedder’s friends are trying to
boom him for another term in the legis-
lature, while others in the Risedalse sec-
tion are pushing young Mr. Charley
Munroe for the candidature. In Mat-
squi, it is said, there are also two aspir-
ants. Rumor says that Mr. Sword’s
chances in Dewdney are not so good as
they were, and that he will get the
nomination in Chilliwack. This con-
stituency, however, realizes that the
government is doing its duty towards
them, and in consequence the majority
will give it an honest support.

Some few nights ago two young men
residing in the neighborhood of Sardis
and ‘in need of a horse entered Mr.
William Edmundson’s stable at Cheam
and took therefrom one of his many
horses. The loss was discovered the
next morning, and a search warrant was
issued and the horse found in a promin-
ent man’s stable at Sardis and returned
to its rightful owner.

Mr. Guy W. Walker, of the World, is
in Chilliwack on a business trip and
will remain a week or ten days. Mr,
Walker is an old resident of this place.

Several of the gentlemen who left for
the Klondike a few weeks ago returned,
having decided not to risk the danger
connected with the trip.

The Dominion government have a
gang of men at work at Sumas Landing
cutting a channel through a eand bar to
enable the steamboats to reach Chilli-
wack.

Word has been received here from re-
liable authority that construction will
begin on the proposed railroad to Chilli-
wack, connecting with the C.P.R. at
Abbottsford.

HOW TO MAKE A NEW WORLD.

TrAT experience of mine with an inflamed
eye—I shall remember it aslong as I have
eyes to see with. For weeks I went about
wearing an eye-shade—looking like a fright,
and feeling worse than I looked. I could
do but little work, and things got to be at
sixes and sevens with me.- My whole being
and interests seemed to centre in that sore
eye. Thefear that I might accidently hurt
it in some way, or, maybe, finally loose it,
was almost constantly on my mind.

Now, passages of this sort, more or less
serious, help us to understand one another.
hey are interpeters and bonds of sym-
pathy. Everybody has had them, and will
consequently know what Mrs. Jane Hush
means when she says, ‘“ Everything was a
trouble and a burden.” Not thatshe has
had more outside maiters to vex her than
usual, but let her tell her own story*

‘In October 1888,”” she writes, ** I began
to feel weak and heavy. I had not my or-
dinary energy, everything was a trouble and
a burden. - My skin was yellow and I had a
heavy weight and pain at mi right side
and between the shoulders. I had no relish
for food, and after meals had great pain at
the chest. I had a horrid sinking feeling
at the 1pii: of the stomach, which seemed to
take all the streagth out of me.

*Isoon got nervous aud low-spirited,
and was so weak 1 could not properly at-
tend to my house duties. I consulted a
doctor, who gave me medicine, but I got
ng benefit from it, I also spent poundsin
difierent kinds of medicines that I heard
of, but was no better for anything. .

‘In a week, miserable state I continued
for two years, when my mother told me of
the benefit she had derived from the use of
Mother Seigel’s Curative Syrup, and recom-
mended me to try it. I got a bottle of this
medicine from Mr. G. Reid, the chemist,
Scotswood Road, and after taking it 1 felt
like a new woman.- My food agreed with
me, and I felt as if a weight had been lifted
rom me. ' I continued with the medicine,
and soon all pain left me, and I was strong
and well as ever. Ifever I ail anything a
dose or two of Mother Seigel’s Syrup sets
me right at once. You can make any. use
you like of this statement, and refer any-
one to me. (Signed)(Mrs.) Jand Hush, 69,
Panmure Street, Newcastie-on-Tyne, Noy-
ember 5th, 1895,”

“In October, 1893, writes another, ** I
beganto feel weak and ailing. I felt tired,
weak, and exhausted, and without the least
_enerlgﬁ. I had no appetite, and after eat-
ing I had an awful pain at the chest, and
could not bear my clothing to press around
the waist. I had gnawing pains at the pit
of the stomach, and was often doubled up
with En. and could scarcelv bear it.

o no rest night or day, and soon got
80 weak that I conld barely walk. I had
no stre; for anything, and had to lie
down on the eouch. I consulted a doctor
who said I was suffering from the liver,but
his medicines did me no good. I was sev-
eral times so ill that I thought I should
have died. For six months I continued
like this. when my husband read in a
book  about Mother Seigel’s Syrup,
and  wished me to try it. He got
me a_ bottle of this medicine from Mr.
Tomdys, chemist, Brownhills, and after
taking it for a week I found wonderful
benefit. I could eat well, and all I took
agreed with me. I kepton with the medi-
cine and felt stronger and stronger, and in
a month was completely cured. Since then
I have kept in good health, and have re-
commended all my friends to take it. You
can make what use you like of this state-
ment. . (Signed) Mrs. Rebecca Davies, Pier
Street, Brownhills, near Walsall, October
29th, 1895.”

Dear, dear, how true it is that we make
our own world. When we are healthy and
hearty, burdens are light and troubles
easily shaken off. When we are ill every-
thing hurts and frets us, as a beam of
light injures a sore eye. And most of our
pains and aches are due to the disease (that
pest of women’s lives) from which these two
suffered—indigestion or dyspepsia. Cure
it with"Mother Seigel’s Syrup, and for you
there will be a new heaven and a new earth.

e et

The Height of Folly,

Did you ever consider how foolish it
is to allow yourself to be suffering with
those painful and annoying corns when
Russell’s Corn Cure will effectually re-
move them in so.short a time without
the slightest pain. Apply the remedy
for three nights and mornings, and the
corn cure will do the rest. All druggists
sells it ; 25 cents. x

FREE TO LADIES.

We will give one hdlin each town or village
% full sized $2 case of LUX URA, the only

'oilet article in 1!,the world that will develop the
bust or any part of the female form, remove
wrinkles, ete. Write to-day for it. G. M, WIG-
GIB,L12 NV 2x$ £ nd Stree’, ¥ew York.

VICTORIA COLLEGE,

BEACON HILL PARK.

For boarding or day prospectus, apply

Principal J, W. OhurohM, A,

PAGR 1S EXONERATED,

A Missing Letter and Some Con-
flicting Statements Concern-
ing It.

An Investigition by the Police
Commissione: s of Canon Pad-
don’s Charges.

The police commissioners met yester-
day afternoon to investigate a complaint
made by Rev. Canon Paddon against Mr.
Francis Page, clerk of the police court
and commission. The complaint was
published over Rev. Canon Paddon’s
signature in the CoLonIsT of the 1st in-
stant, and was accompanied by a
notarial declaration made by his son.
The circumstances related in evidence
were that some time in January

an eccentric character named Frank
Wilson had threatened to burn Canon
Paddon’s house and to kill the Canon.
Young Mr. Paddon swore to an informa-
tion against Wileon and had him arres-
ted. Canon Paddon was absent from

the citv-at the time but returned the|

same day and after learning the next
morning what had been done wrote a
letter to the chief of police expressing
the wish that Wilson be not prose-
cuted. He gave the letter to his
son to deliver, and it appears that the
chief did not receive it. When the
Canon learned that Wilson had been
.convicted he began making inquiries.
No trace of the letter could be found
anywhere around police headquarters.
The son to whom the letter had been
entrusted for delivery declared that he
had handed it to Clerk Page by mistake
and that the latter had opened, read it
and placed it on one side, the chief of
police being in the room at the time.
Mr. Page denied positively any knowl-
edge of the letter, as did also the chief
of police.

An informal inquiry was held by the
police commission over the mattery but
it was considered that there was no
weight of evidence against [Mr. Page,
and the affair was dropped for the time.
Canon Paddon was not satisfied with
the result of the proceedings, and later,
on February 28, when his son was about
to sail for the North, he got him to make
a notarial declaration of all that had
transpired between himself, Clerk Page
and the chief, and had it published to-
gether with a letter over his own signa-
ture. The statements were straight
charges against Clerk Page, and this in-
vestigation has followed at that official’s
request.

ev. Canon Paddon was the first wit-
ness heard. He acknowledged the letter
published over his eignature in the
Coronist of March 1, and re-affirmed un-
der oath the truth of all it contained.
He also said that he had been informed
that any time he wanted an investi-
gation he could have one. He did not
desire anything further than what had
taken plaee at the informal investigation,
believing that his case could not be
furthered. As his son was about to go
away, however, he thought it proper to

have him make the declnragm 50 is |

side of the affair would be Pt z§ud¥ely
before the publie.

- Louis Watson, special constable, testi-
fied that he ‘was present when young
Mr. Paddon came to the chief’s office on
the afternoon of January 28 bearing a
letter from his father, which was an in-
quiry about the previous and missing
letter. The chief did not use the words
attributed to him by young Mr. Paddon,
as follows: ‘“You tell Canon Paddon
that there is nothing in that. My let.
ters all concern Clerk Pageand are open-
ed by him,”

Mr, Page next testified. He positively
denied that young Mr. Paddon had
handed him a letter on the morning of
January 28 last. He met the young
man on Fort street the same afternoon,
and the following conversation took

lace, Mr. Page bioaching the question
in an interrogatoty manner :

*“So you gave me a letter this morn-
ing, did you?”’

‘¢ Yes,”’

% You did not.
that letter?”’ :
: ‘,No; you got the letter and opened

b

¢ What! Opened the Chief’s letter?”’
* Yes; the Chief told me you opened
his letters.”’ : J

* The Chief never said anything of the
kind. He has no cause to say go nor
anyone else, and I don’t believe he said
it. I would like to have you and the
Chief together.”’

¢ Very well, I’ll come down in the
morning.” .

Mr, Page indignantly denied to the
commission that he had said that if the
Chief had said that he (Page) had open-
ed his letters, the *‘the Chief was the
most damnable liar on the face of the
earth,’”’ or any of the other remarks at-
tributed to him in young Mr. Paddon’s
notarial declaration.

Sergeant Hawton and Detective Per-
due also gave evidence in direct contra-
diction to young Mr. Paddon’s state-
ments.

The Chief of Police affirmed that he
was present when young Mr. Paddon
came in on the morning of January 28,
and that he had -no letter in his hand
nor did he produce one while there. He
spoke about getting out an information
against Wilson while there—and that
wasall. The chief denied that he had
ever said to anyone that Mr. Page had a
right to open his letter. This statement
and others attributed to him by young
Mr. Paddon were false.

Rev. Mr. Paddon in addressing the
court pleaded truthfulness on behalf of
his son, and suggested that if the clerk
had happened to open by mistake a let-
ter which did not belong to him he
would have a motive in concealing it.

The court took a different view and
immediately and unanimously acquitted
Mr. Page of any suspicion of having re-
ceived the letter referred to.

Now did you not lose

s
er

A CHARMING HOME MARRIAGE.

Miss Jessie M.” Stephen Becomes the Bride
of Mr. J. W. Spring of Rossland.

At Hollybank, 152 Michigan street,
yesterday afternoon, a select company of
relatives and intimate friends witnessed
the marriage of Mr. J. W. Spring, resi-
dent partner at Rossland of the firm of
Challoner, Mitchell & Spring, to Miss

: Stephen, and

| casion.

Rev. W. Leslie Clay, pastor of St. An-

drew’s church, performed the interest-
ing ceremony, the bride being attended
:by her youngest sister, isa May

Miss Lottie Spring, with
her little niece Clara Jackson, as maid-
of-honor. Mr. F, J, Stephen supported
the groom. ‘

The marriage was an -ideal home
solemnization of the mystic rite, and
the family residence was charmingly
decorated with flowers appropriately
chosen, in honor of the important oc-
The bride wore an effective
costume of white organdie over white
faille silk, with the traditional veil and
orange blossoms, carnations forming the
bridal bouquet. Miss Stephen’s brides-
maid’s gown was of white organdie
over green silk, and Miss Spring’s of
white organdie over yellow silk—the
maid of honor wearing similar white
organdie over pink silk.

The groom’s wedding gift to his bride
was a magnificient diamond star broach,
while to each of the bridesmaids he gave
a bandsome ring—to Miss Stephen, one
of diamonds and rubies, and to Miss
Spring, diamonds and emeralds. Little
Nfiss Jackson preserves as her souvenir
of the occasion a gold necklet, with pen-
dant heart. To particularize as to the
other presents would be to monopolize
the space of the CoLonisT,for these testi-
monials to the popularity of the young
couple were a8 numerous as they were
wisely chosen and handsome.

After enjoying a wedding dinner with
their friends at the hospitable home of
the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Spring sailed by the Walla Walla for
San Francisco, intending to spend the
first fortnight of their married life in the
California metropolis, returning then to
their future home in Rossland by the
overland route.

THE REPORTERS’ GALLERY.

To THE EpIToR:—I venture to make
a suggestion which occurred to me when
the house opened for ultimately getting
over the above important ommissions at
the Legislative Assembly Hall, though as
it will require some slight structural
change it can hardly be of any service
for the present session.

Most. people will agree that the re-
porters should not be on the floor of the
house, both as a matter of parliamentary
etiquette and also because their chances
of hearing equally, remarks from all
parts will begreater at a slight elevation;
and agaia they should certainly be in
the vicinity of Mr. Speaker to whom al¥
remarks are addressed. I would suggest
therefore that small balconies could be
arranged with a small projection and
wide enough to accommodate two repor-
ters each above the doors on each side o
the chair, the present doors could be
reduced if necessary by omitting the up-
per lights, and with the able architect’s
facile pen I think they could be made
in the form of a picturesque hood to add
too ratber than detract from the general
effect. The projection need not, I think,
be more than perhaps two feet, the ad-
ditional accomodation being obtained
either in the thickness of the wall or by
projection into the corridor behind from
which access wculd be obtained either
by small spiral stairs or ladder.

W. Riogway WILsON.

A RESOLUTION OF SYMPATHY.

Directors of the Jubilee Hospital Express

Regret at the Death of the Late
#7 ‘Chief Justice s T ¥ ¢
At the regular meeting of the board of
directors of the .Jubilee Hospital last
evening the following resolution of con-
dolence was moved by Mr, H, Dallas
Helmcken, Q.C., M.P.P.:

““That this board has learnmed with
deep regret of the death of the late Hon,
Theodore Davie, Chief Justice of British
Columbia, a warm friend of the hospi-
tal, and who in life-time, while Premier,
placed the hoespital in the receipt of ma-
terial assistance, enabling it to be of the

province, and this board desirea to ten-
der to the friends of the deceased and to
Dr. J. C. Davie its heartfelt sorrow and
sympathy in their sad bereavement.’’

The resolution, which was seconded by
Mr. Davies and unanimously carried,
called forth many expressions of regret.
There were present at the meeting Presi-
dent Alexander Wilson, T. Thotbolt, J.
L. Crimp, W. J. Dwyer, Joshua Davies,
H. D. Helmcken and John Braden.
Hospital matters did not long engage
the attention of the board. Theresident
medical health officer of the institution
reported that on February 1 34 patients
were in the hospital, that 42 were ad-
mitted during the month, 39 discharged,
1 died, and 36 remained under treatment
on March1l. The free patients during
ithe month were 31, of whom 12 came
from places other than Victoria. From
this city there were in the hospital 1 pay
patient at $7 per week, 10 at $10 per
week, 17 at $16 per week. From places
other than Victoria there were 10
patients at $15 and 6 patients at
$10 per week, in addition to ome
from the French Benevolent Society.
Bills to thé amount of $1,355.82 for the
month were ordered to be paid. City
Clerk Dowler wrote stating that Cadboro
Bay road and Richmond road, in the
vicinity of the hospital would be putin
proper repair at the earliest possible date.
In another communication the matron
of the hogpital stated that Mrs. A. S.
Swainton had been accepted for the regu-
lar course of training, announcing in
addition that the ladies of the Angeno-
rian Sociegg have gignified their wil-
lingness to hold a formal opening of the
two new recovery rooms when finished,
the date of the event to be arranged
when the rooms are mnearly ready
for use. The latter furthermore
acknowledged the receipt of half a dozen
tray covers from the Cowichan Branch
of the King’s Daughters. Votes of
thanks were passed on receipt of the
letter, and the secretary was instructed
to notify the ladies of the Angeornian
Society when the two rooms mentioned
are ready for use.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children,

’fa‘m"xﬁ' ison
signature overy
o 7 Mé wper.

Leather coatsjwith shee
for the Yuknon country.B.

Jessie Malcolm Stephen, third daughter

of Mr. and Mrs, D, Stephen of this city.

Williams & Co.

greatest benefit and advantage to the!

skin lining, made specially|F

LOANS T0 THE FARMER

Government Quite Ready to Have a
Committee Inquire Into
the Subject.

House Will Not Sit To-Day Owing
' to Fuaneral of the Chief
: “Justice.

The legislature yesterday spent some
time in discussing the resolution to ap-
point a committee to enquire into the
methods of other countries in helping
farmers to obtain loans. The Premier
expressed himself as quite willing to
have this resolation passed, and inti-
mated, as he had already, that the gov-
ernment had already the matter under
consideration. There was some little
debating as the result of some remarks
of Mr. Williams, of Vancouver, over a
motion for returns in connection with
the Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway and
later in the afternoon Dr. Walkem put
in a word for some better accommoda-
tion for the press. - The mineral claims
advertising bill was passed, and the
house adjourned till Monday to allow of
the members attending in a body the
funeral of the late chief justice, which
takes place to-day.

After prayer by Rev. Dr, Wilson:

The private bills and standing orders
committee reported that the standing
orders had not been complied with in
the petition of the Red Mountain Tun-
nel Company in so far as the time lim-
ited for publishing the notices had not
wholly expired before the time limited
by the rules for the deposit of copies of
the petition and notices with the clerk
had expired, but the committee were of
opinion that as the bill is presumably in
the public interest the standing rules
should be suspended so as to admit the
bill being introduced subject to payment
of double fees.

The committee had also considered the
petition of A. A. Farwell asking that a
committee be appointed to inspect a
new device in the shape of a ballot box
and reporting on its utility, and the
committee recommended that the re-
quest be granted.

The report was received and adopted.

The private bills and standing orders
committee also reported that they had
not found the preamble prover of the bill
to incorporate the British Columbia
Great Gold Gravels Dredge Mining Cor-
poration.

The Speaker drew attention to the rule
requiring the committee to state the
reasons why they found the preamble of
a bill not proved. The second report
was therefore referred back to the com-
mittee for that purpose.

The railway committee reported that
they found the preamble proved of the
bill to incorporate the North Star and
Arrow Lake Railway Co., and reported
the bill with amendments. The commit-
tee recommended that the time for re
porting bills from the railway commit-
tee be extended two weeks and that an-
other member be added to the commit-
:l% to replace Mr. Booth. This was

. & i Ed

Mr, Graham moved for a return of all
papers and correspondence with the
Attorney-Genera)’s officé re the case of
Ruckle Bros. versus Miss Davey.

Sometalk ensued across the house that
could not be caught by the reporter and
the resolution was carried.

Mr. Kidd moved: That a committee,
consisting of Messrs, Hunter, Stoddart,
Mutter, Graham and the movey, be ap-
pointed to inquire into the methods
pursued in other countries to help farm-
erg toobtain loans on easy terms and
report to this houese.

Ir, Kidd held that no matter what
cotirse the government iniended to take,
the information gathered by such a com-
mittee and presented to the house would
be very useful. He regretted that the
premier had hinted the other day that
he (Mr. Kidd) was actuated by election
motives in bringing up this question.
In the answers from correspondents in
the agricultural department re-
port of 1895-6 was ome by him-
gelf favoring some scheme along
tho line spoken of in the resolution.
That showed, he argued, that he had not
thought about elections at the time. He
did not wish to indicate the line to be

'followed by the committee, but he hoped

the resolution would carry.

‘The Premier said that he had told the
house the other day that the govern-
ment were already considering the mat-
ter, and his reason for saying that reso-
lution first brought in by Mr. Kidd was
an election one was becaase it looked as
if he was tryingtosteal thegovernment’s
thunder, the government already having
the question of aiding farmers under
consideration. The subject of the pres-
ent resolution had his hearty sympathy,
but it was not, however, 8o easy to carry
out a scheme as some seemed to think.
New Zealand had been quoted, but that
country had a very large population
and besides they have the control of
their own tariff, and could raise it
whenever they wished. British Co-
lumbia was in a different position.
Money lenders looked at what sources a
country had to raise revenue.  In
British Columbia the provincial govern-
ment had 'no such elastic a source of
revenue as a customs tariff, but could
only raise revenue by direct taxation.
Speaking of New Zealand, he incident-
ally remarked that that country taxed
mortgages. He fancied the government
had a better scheme in view than the
one proposed, but he mentioned New
Zealand to show that the question pre-
sented very different conditions in
British Columbia from what it did
there. It was quite within reason, how-
ever, that some arrangement might be
made to get cheap money without hav-
ing to borrow an enormous sum as New
Zealand had done.

Mr. Semlin took exception to the re-
marks 1mputing alection motives to Mr.
Kidd. He was glad tosee that the gov-
ernment were not opposed to the sub-
ject of the resolution and hoped the
results would be satisfactory.

Mr. Grabham spoke in favor of the re-
solution, saying that money being cheap
the farmers by having the government
make them loans would be put in good
condition to prosper, and the result
would be found very beneficial to the
rovince. This had been found the case
in New Zealand. .

Mr. Smith had no objection®o any
movement to help farmers, but there

ance besides farmers. He believed that
all classes be given the same advantages
—miners, for instance. He moved,
therefore,to add the words *“ and others’’
after the word ‘‘ farmers.’’ :

Mr. 8word thought the member for
Lillooet was under a misapprehension
and considered the amendment a mis-
take. In the case of farmers the land
was & security for the money, whereas
in other cases it might be that personal
notes would have to be taken.

Mr. Adams spoke briefly favoring the
amendment.

Dr. Walkem granted that there might
be other classes who needed assistance
besides the farmers, but the farmer was
in a different position than other peo-
ple. He had often to need assistance to
develop his Jand and had a hard struggle
to get ahead. The mover of the resolu-
tion was no doubt conscientious in his
motives, but would the members of the
committee be in & poeition to report be-
fore the close of the session in the mat-
ter? In the intefests of tho farmers of
British Columbia he thought the resolu-
tion was in the right direction and
would support it.

Mr. Rithet would support the resolu-
tion for he was quite in sympathy with
it. To help the farmer improve his land
meant to increase the assets of the coun-
try.

Mr. Williams in reply to Dr. Walkem
said that it was because the government
did not appear to have taken the matter
up that at this late hour Mr. Kidd had
brought it in. He spoke for the resolu-
tion and againet theamendment, arguing
that there was good securing for the
money on the farmers’ lande, but that
if money was to be borrowed for specu-
lative purposes there would be great
difficulty in raising it.

Mr. Kellie wanted to know where the
farmers would get a market if it were
not for the miners. Compared with the
farmers, the miners were taxed much
heavier. A mine was of more advan-
tage to the country than forty farmers.
The area of farming country was small
in British Columbia compared with the
mineral resources and the miner was
the backbone of the province.. He was
in favor of the amendment.

Hon. Mr, Pooley was quite in favor of
the resolution. It bouna the -house to
nothing, and he did not see what harm
would be done -to allow enquiries to be
made by the committee. along other
lines. The resolution, however, ought
too, to give the committee power to call
for books, papers and witnesses.

Hon. Mr. Martin was in favor of the
resolution, and, in answer to Mr. Kellie,
held that the farmers were really taxed
more than the miners. Mr. Kellie
seemed to forget that the farmers had
struggled for years to develop their
lands, and had had very great disadvan-
tages to contend with.

Mr. Forster in supporting the resolu-
tion said it was a question whether it
was not better to keep the poorer set-
tlers on their lands than to have them
abandon their farms and cease to be tax-
payers.

Mr. Vedder as an old-time farmer
spoke of the disaavantages that the
agriculturist had to contend with, and
strongly supported the resolution.

Mr. Kennedy remarked that the re-
solation brought in by the member for
Richmond was somewhat specific, but
the amendment ‘‘and others’’ might
bring in lawyers, doctors and all other
vppople. The farmers, however, as a

neral class were &ly.onea who had
tand security to bffer—the kind of secur-
ity .that money-lenders would lend
money upon. He believed in restrict-
ing the resolution to them.

The amendment was lost on the fol-
lowing division : .

Ayes—Hume, Smith, Kellie, Baker,
Turner, Adams, Stoddard, Pooley, Bry-
den, Hunter, Braden, McGregor.—12.

Nays—Sword, Kennedy, Foster, Mac-
pherson, Kidd, Vedder,
Semlin, Cotton, Graham, Mutter, Hel-
mcken, Martin, Rithet, Higgins, Eberts,
Rogers.—18. : :

The main resolution was carried with
the power added to call *‘for books, pa-
pers and persons.”’

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Mr. Graham introduced ‘‘ An act to
amend the Highway Traffic act,”” which
was read a first time.

Mr. Helmcken introduced *“ An act to
incorporate the Red Mountain Tunnel
Co.” This wasread a first time.

s PETITIONS PRESENTED.:

By Mr. Sword—From H. Hirschel
Cohen for leave to present a petition for
a private bill to incorporate ‘‘the Port-
land and . Stikine Railway Company.?
This was received, .

A report also was received from the
printing committee recommending that
certain of the returns presented be
printed.

Mr. Williams moved for copies of all
orders-in-council in any way relating to
the land grant to the Nelson and Fort
Sheppard Railway Company ; also, cop-
ies of all correspondence between any
member of the government and any per-
son or persons, on behalf of or in rela-
tion to said railway company.

The government has granted 250,000

acres to the company without any
authority, he said, and it was to dis-
cuss this question properly that he
moved the'resolution.
. Hon. D. M. Eberts had not the slight-
est objection to the returns being
brought down, but in his remarks the
senior member from Vancouver (Mr.
Williams), while asking for returns
made assertions before he had the pa-
pers before him. That member very
well knew that the railway would not
get the land unless rightful and in pur-
suance of the honorable intention of the
government to keep faith with the rail-
way company under the terms of the
contract. If that matter was the whole
issue before the court to-day the Attor-
ney General would rather that the
government should fall than that they
should not carry out their contracts fair-
ly and honestly. Mr. Williams was as
usually 99 times out of a hundred,wrong
in his remarks.

Mr. Sword remarked that the papers
were necessary to discuss the case pro-
perly, and whatever the Attorney-Gen-

just before generous. He thought the
government had in this case gone far be-
yond what justice demanded. The At-
tornoy-General might be able to show
that technically he was within the act,
but it would be hard to convince the
country that he had not gone beyond the
intention of the house.

Dr, Walkem wanted to know how Mr.
Williams could say the government had
done wrong before he saw the papers in
the case. There were even certain cases
when in the interests of the country a
government might be justified in going

were other classes who deserved assist-,

beyond the exact -provisions of

an act and then having their aétion

uff, Williams, |+

eral had said, the government should be [

justified afterwards by the legislature.
Until the correspondence came down,
however, he was not prepared to discuss
the question. , It was wrong to antici-

pate.

mMr. Cotton wondered if Dr. Walkem
stood in the place of devil’s advocate for
the gevernment. He drew from Dr,
Walkem’s remarks that the government
had done wrong and asked the house to
have mercy on them. Did the member
say the government had a right to act
as the couarts of the realm?

Dr. Walkem—No. But a government
could in the interests of the country
vary the provisions of an act and get the
matter set right afterwards.

The Premier had no objections at all
to the resolution, but Mr. Williams had
asked for the returns under the guise of
wanting the information so as to be able
to discuss the question, and yet went on
to say that he knew that the govern-
ment had done wrong. Mr. Williams
had no right to say that the government
had don(_a anything wrong till he saw the
papers in the case. The government
were always ready and glad to show just
what they had done.

Mr. Semlin argued that Dr. Walkem
had stated that the government were
preparing & writ of indemnity,

Dr. Walkem—‘‘T never said such a
t}nng. I _8imply spoke on the same
lines I did at the opening of the house,
when I quoted Todd as my authority.”’

Mr, Williams claimed that he had suf-
ficient information to entitle him to say
what he had.

The resolution was carried without
opposition,

Mr. Kellie inquired what action was
being taken on the petition he had pre-
sented at the beginning of the session
for the incorporation of Revelstoke.

Hon. Col. Baker replied that it was re-
ceiving the consideration of the govern-
ment,

THE PRESS GALLERY,

Dr. Walkem called attention to the
necessity of providing a different place
for the reporters, for it was impossible
where they now. sat to hear properly.

Mr. Sword quite agreed with this and
thought no doubt something might be
done to remedy the trouble.

Mr. Higgins also believed that the
matter might be remedied, and moved
the following resolution, seconded by
Dr. Walkem: *That the attention of
the government be respectfully directed

to the bad acoustic properties of the-

legislative hall, with the request that
immediate steps be taken to remedy the
same, if possible.”’

Dr. Walkem also made a reference to
there being no room set aside for the re-
porters. There certainly should besome
room where they could sit without being
looked upon as interlopers.

Mr. Higgins’ resolution was carried
without opposition.

_QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

In answer to Mr. Kellie the Premier
stated that the timber dues collected
from West Kootenay district for 1897
were: Timber dues, $11,589.28; cord-~
wood, $10,107.88; total, $21,697.16. As
to the question as to amount of fees from
West Kootenay collected for 1897 in the
Victoria registry offices—the Premier
stated: ‘‘No distinction is made in the
registry office between West and East
Kootenay ; consequently, the amount of
fees for that section of Keetenay designa-
ted as ‘West Kootenay district’ cannot
be obtained without entailing consider-
able ex
original documents.’

To Mr. Hume the Premier stated that
the following real property, wild land

roperty taxes were re-

and Jergona
ceived from the undermentioned col- .

lieries for three years past:
UNION CQLLIERY.

Real Wild  Personal

Property. Land. Property.

894 $ 500 $ 166
500 166

500 $433 166

721 541 250

1,150

1,183 -

1.283

1,925~

1,166

1 1,283
1 1,235
B . 2,242 736 1,850

Amount of coal produced during the
same period : -

Tons.
Union Colliery, 18%4....cc00ve00s.0. 241,372
e o8 1895. wbiniks & 0
G b 1898..... veinns. 353,610
£ A I80F.. .. .0 R SR S 265,642
‘Wellington Colliery,. 18%4. ..
‘“ . 1%5
$6 o -1896. ..
“ ‘“ 1897
New Vancouver Coal Oo,, 1894
Ly v 1895......
o e 1896....-.
¢ o 1897 sass0 319,343

Hon. Col. Baker in moving the second
reading of the Mineral Claim Advertise--
ment bill said he need hardly go over
the same ground that he had in the first
reading. As already stated, the bill was
to validate applications for certificates of

improvements which happened = to-
be affected because of the deci-
gion of Mr. Justice Drake that

advertisements were illegal where a.

number of claims had been included in
one notice, instead of separately.

Hon. Mr.
Mr. Sword stated that the bill was not
to affect any litigation now in ‘progress.

The second reading was carried and
the house went into committee of  the
whole, with Mr. Macpherson in the-
chair. The bill was amended so that in
future it will not be necessary to have
geparate publication for each mineral
claim.

'The committee rose and reported the
bill complete with amendments and the
report, was adopted, the bill read a third
time and ed.

On motion of the Premier the house
adjourned until Monday, so_as to give
the members an opportunity to-day of
attending the funeral of the late Chief
Justice. ; i

The members meet this morning at 10
o’clock at the legislative buildings,
where carriages will be in waiting.

<" . NOTICE OF QUESTION. ;

‘By Mr. Higgins—TIs it the intention o
the go%efnmeglt to offer a bounty for the
destruction of horned owls.

WAR PAINT ORDERED,

British Navy to Abandon Grey and Take:
On Either White or Black.

LoxpoNn, March 10.—The Admiralty
has ordered that all British warships be
painted black or white, abandoning the
uniform grey color now in vogue. All of
the shipe for India, China, South Am-
erica and Africa will be painted white

and the vessels in other waters black.

.and time in referring ,to: .

Eberts in explanation ;to'

s

WAR CLOUDS

‘Never‘ Since the Time
Has the Outlook
Threatenin

The Thunderer Intim
Limit of British
Has Been Red

-

Admiralty Gives Assuf
tection of Every
Food Supply

LoxpoN, March 10.—
gards the news from Pekf
tively reassuring. It sayf
val may occur during wh
means may be employef

. considered action on th
rivale. If delay of any
been actually procured, §
donald, the British minis
lied upon to make the m
jnterests of peace.”

«“In other respects th

' . China seems as far from if

the position in West Atrig

_port from St. Petersburg
will decline to give Great
formation she asked be ¢
tion cannot be blamed sh
the worst possible constr:
refusal. Those most fami
lic opinion throughout th
be the first to recognize th:
temper of the people is ng
with.

At no time since the
not even at the moment wh
gquadron was organized
1897, have they been les
Jbrook infringements from a
their juet rights. They

--convinced of the justiceo
and the magnitude of the ig
both in China and West
believe that it may become
-vindicate that cause in eac
if such duty should be
them, by the blindness o
others, they wil! not flinch

¢ We do not make this
any spirit of bravado or from
rouse the warlike feeling of
‘We make it in the true

_peace, because the greates|
peace lies in the danger tha
may fail to believe that we &

“until it is too late.

¢ Foreigners do not appe
the business view we take

.-other matters where our bn
ests are 'concerned. Our
regulated mainly by busines
‘tions. If the prejudice den
we may resent it, and yet J

- rather than face serious lossi
we well know, war must at

‘-volve to our trade; but if ¢

-.done or threatened is very
irreparable, we are ready
great evils to choose war as

* We submitted the actia

-and Madagascar and West A
we should have been quite

* resisting had we thought it

It seems to have been infe
~quarters of the continent"
submit to any amount of w

resistance. .

* “8ir Edward Grey pointed
beginning of the session tha
‘very serious mistake. Que
Madagascar and Tunis, hé
were not of sufficient intrig
-ance to lead toa breach of pe
the two great powers. CH
well become such a question
Africa stands in the sameé
“There is no sort of doubt th:
-view most generally accepted

ties and all classes of English

The issuance of the Imp
.ordering the extraordinary

- .of 90,000,000 roubles for the ¢

.of Russian warships, mark
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purpose of defence, mean
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. gince Monday.
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_ that surveys are in progress
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Mauritius and the Cape of

New Yorxk, March 10.—TH
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