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London, Monday, Nov. 6

The Minister of Finance.
It was a pleasing tale which Hon. W. 

S. Fielding, Dominion Minister of Fin­
ance, had to tell the great crowds 
gathered to hear him and his col­
leagues, the Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Railways and Canals, dur­
ing their recent tour in Ontario. And 
it was well told, for Mr. Fielding is 
not only an able statesman and careful 
departmental administrator, but he is 
a good platform speaker as well. His 
long training as a newspaper editor 
taught him how to compress the 
greatest amount of information into 
the least possible space, while at the
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ready at any moment to execute a 
masterly retreat, but, as he is cut oil| 
from communication with the outside 
world, there will exist terrible anxiety 
regarding the welfare of the 7,000 or 
8,000 men of his command.

FORTNIGHT OF SUSPENSE.
The most optimistic believe that a 

fortnight is the minimum in which re­
inforcements of any potentiality car. 
be pushed to Ladysmith, and then it 
may be too late. It is this Interim, 
embittered by the vivid memory of 
recent disaster, which will try the 
temper of the British nation, which, 

1 embarked in the war with stupendous 
over-confidence, and which has now 

1 awakened to the realization of the fact 
i that if Gen. White’s force is annihil- 
; ated, it will cause an indefinite pro­
longation of hostilities, though, it is 
said here, of course it can only defer 
and not alter the ultimate result.

FAIRLY EVEN CHANCES.
As a matter of fact, granting Gen. 

White possesses the qualities of fair 
generalship, there are many reasons to 
believe he will be able to hold out un­
til reinforced, even if completely sur-

London, Nov. 6.—The evacuation of 
Colenso is undoubtedly a most serious 
matter for the British in Natal, as it 
not only testifies to the complete In­
vestment of Ladysmith by the Boers, 
but makes the relief of Gen. Sir George 
Stewart White an extremely difficult: 
operation. Colenso is the point where 
the railway from Ladysmith crosses 
the Tugela River, which is now in 
flood. The town itself is of small im­
portance. It is dominated by the hills 
on the north side of the river, and so 
was untenable if the Boers have ad- 
vanced, as they seem to have done. 
Moreover only a small naval and col­
onial force was stationed at Colenso. 
THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE EVAC-

• UATION, 
however, lies in the fact that Com- 
mandant-General Joubert, while com­
pletely investing Sir George White at 
Ladysmith, can seize the Tugela

what mightsame time illuminating 
otherwise be regarded dry figures 

When the
as

with timely illustrations.
new tariff, with its provision for the 
preferential treatment of British goods, 
was introduced, the Opposition leader i 
and Mr. Foster, ex-Finance Minister, 
bewailed the outlook for the Dominion. 
They asserted that the reductions in 
the tariff would be most disastrous to 
the manufacturers of the country, and 
fatal to the welfare of the workers. 
This was their view when the tariff 
was introduced, but as time has pass­
ed, and instead of disaster, prosperity 
has been vouchsafed to every industry, 
beginning with farming—the great 
staple employment of the Dominion— 
there has been, as Mr. Fielding points 
out, a change of tune. The Opposition 
leaders are now endeavoring to make 
believe that the tariff has not been re­
duced—that it is the same old “N. P.” 
They do not promise any reduction if 
they were to be given power, but they 
say the present Government ought to 
reduce the tariff to a very much great­
er extent, or be convicted of -failure to 
carry out their promise while in Op-
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rounded. It is presumed he has em­
ployed the past weeks in strengthen­
ing his position with earthworks and 
trenches, which, when manned by such 
fighters as the Gordons and Irish Fu­
siliers, cannot be taken without a ter­
rible struggle. His artillery has now 
been reinforced by the naval brigade, 
and even if it is not a match for that 
of the Boers, should be able to keep 
the enemy from coming to too close 
quarters. He has an abundance of 
stores and apparently has been favored 
by good weather.

Combining these advantages with the 
military truism that the opportunity 
to select your own position is half the 
battle won, it is said that there seems 
to remain to Gen. White fairly even 
chances of holding his own, in spite of 
the report that he is outnumbered two 
or even three to one.

THE HOSPITAL SHIP MAINE.
The American women who are equip­

ping the hospital ship Maine are mak­
ing particular efforts to have it under­
stood that the movement is entirely 
devoid of political significance, as the 

iRed Cross knows no politics, and will 
treat Briton and Boer alike.

The fitting out of the vessel is at­
tracting wide attention in England, 
and the efforts of the American wo­
men are given the heartiest recogni­
tion.

In accordance with the wishes of the 
Prince of Wales, Mrs. Brown-Potter 
has selected Nov. 15 as the date for the

bridge and, if he has sufficient troops, 
can detach a force and send it south­
ward on Pietermaritzburg, and, in any 
case, by destroying the bridge and rail- 
way, can prevent any relief expedition 
reaching Sir George White for some 
time.

JOUBERT’S STAY IN NATAL.
Military men predict that Gen. Jou­

bert will withdraw from Natal imme­
diately Gen. Buller’s force enters the 
Orange Free State, but the latter can­
not be far on his way for at least three 
or four weeks, and even then Gen. 
Joubert may not decide to intercept the 
British in the open veldt, which would 
suit the British admirably, but he may 
wait until the last moment and then 
proceed by train back to Pretoria and 
take up strong defensive positions on 
the range of hills lying in front of 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. Thus Gen. 
Joubert might remain in Natal several 
weeks longer endeavoring to force Sir 
George White into capitulation, the 
destruction of the Tugela. River bridge: 
helping him by cutting off British re-: 
lief. Moreover, another Boer force is
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position. To this peculiar criticism 
Hon. Mr. Fielding had a ready answer. 
The tax rates were not only reduced 
by the general tariff, but also by the 
British preferential tariff, on a large 
number of articles. The tax on binder 
twine and barbed wire was entirely 
taken off, and the duties on woolen 
clothing, which under the policy of the 
late Government, were as high as 40, 
60 or even 70 per cent, were reduced to 
35 per cent, and under the preferential 
tariff to 26% per cent. Mr. Foster has 
talked about averages, and says: “On 
an average the reductions have been 
small.” The people will not be bam­
boozled by that line of argument. The 
fact cannot be controverted that on last 
year’s imports, if the old duties had 
remained, the people would have had to 
pay $2,605,000 more than was collected 
from them. This year the saving to the 
people, through the revenue tariff of
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he Runians, Gray, Carrie Co.
reported to have marched through 
Zululand in the direction of Durban, 
and already to have reached the Natal 
frontier.

Thus it will be seen the position in 
Natal, taking into consideration a pos­
sible uprising of the diaffected Dutch, 
is most disquieting—in fact, may be 
described as critical. British reinforce­
ments in any number cannot reach 
Durban before the end of next week.
BOERS MOVING ON LADYSMITH.

A special from Ladysmith, dated 
Nov. 2, morning, says: During the night 
the Boers moved closer to the British 
positions and mounted guns in fresh 
places. Meanwhile the naval guns 
have been moved to more desirable 
positions near the town and com­
manding some of the Boer batteries.

208, 210, 210% and 212 DUNDAS STREET.
the present Government, promises to 1 
be over $3,000,000. Sir Charles Tupper 
has asserted that the British prefer­
ential tariff is a fraud. Mr. Fielding 
has but to turn to the official trade 
returns for the past two years to show 
how much the Opposition leader is 
mistaken. The exports from Canada 
and the United States of five leading 
staple food products are given to show 
how great has been the change since 
the preferential tariff was put in 
force:

otheir newspapers comment on the 
week’s events fairly.

AMERICAN FRIENDLINESS.
The British government recently 

contracted in Canada for large quan­
tities of baled hay for use in the South 
African campaign. The shipments were 
to be made from an American port, it 
being transported through the United 
States in bond. The United States 
treasury regulations under which this 
was done prescribes that the goods 
should be exported in the original 

[Continued on page 7.]

ment especially chosen on account of 
our absorption is South African af- 
fairs.

The policy of Italy is not hostile, in 
spite of the disagreeable manifesta- 
tions of a part of the Italian press, and 

‘ the Italian Government would .hold 
the Italian people in support of their 
interest, which is to side with the first

to White’s has been provided,sistance
concentrated at Dewill probably be

for the re-Aar Junction for operationsCafe Chantant benefit for the Maine.
The possibility of Lady Randolph 

Churchill accompanying the Maine to 
the Cape of Good Hope has aroused 
much interest here. Her ladyship said1 
to a representative of the Associated y 
Press: “The question of my going is;

lief of Kimberley and the direct move- 
ment upon Bloemfontein. This part of 
the plan has been clearly indicated by 
the accumulation of military stores at 

|De Aar, which is a most important 
., . . strategic point south of the Orange

dependent upon several contingencies. , River and has railway connections with 
that town. Port Elizabeth and East 

has London. The Dutch allies are evidently 
|anticipating both features of Gen. Bul- | power.
ler’s probable plan, for they are threat- The Emperor of Russia is peacefully 
ening Pietermaritzburg from the Zulu inclined; the Emperor of Germany and 
border, and have also crossed the i his advisers have as complete belief in 
Orange River at two points, Colesburg 

respondent of the Tribune, cabling as and Bethule. The former movement 
. 051 61 to adopted by may be an empty menace, and theto the probable plan to be adopted, by Orange River raids may be designed 
Gen. Buller, says: Gen. Buller’s plan to block any advance upon Bloemfon-

naval power.
The Emperor of Austria is a firm up­

holder of peace, and he has not only 
great international prestige, but in all 
international questions a reality of

1 It is quite possible that I may go, but 
I the matter has not yet been fully de- 
|termined upon.” Lady Churchill

the1897.
United States.
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United States.

taken the most active part in
scheme to fit out 'the Maine.

BULLER’S PLAN.
New York, Nov. 6.—The London cor-

Canada.
$ 1,355,000540 At 6 o’clock in the morning Gen. White 

2,540,000 : ordered the bombardment of the ene- the present power of the British fleet 
as Mr. Goschen, first lord of the ad-55,000

4 129 000 my, and the bluejackets opened the 
2,162,000 ball. The Boers replied vigorously. miralty, or Lord Spencer.

France, though uneasy, is not anxi­
ous to enter war. Holland is profound­
ly peaceful. Spain alone appears to me 
at the moment to be in Europe a dis- 
turbing cause, and there can be no 
doubt that last year she took steps in 
the neighborhood of Gibraltar, which 
recent public information as to our 
own preparations at that spot leads 
me to think that they have recently 
been renewed. Her present misfor­
tunes make her naturally incline to 
stir things up, but even if she desired 
to provoke a coalition against us, she 
will, I feel, be convinced at present 
that she will find no backers.

THE FEELING IN FRANCE.
The Paris correspondent of the Tri- - 

bune says popular sympathy for the. 
Boers is taking practical shape under 1 
the direction of numerous committees,| 
foremost among which is the Societies i

942,000 |They fired straight, and some of the 
British were hit. A terrible artillery$ 7,056,000 duel went on for over three hours. So 
far the naval guns are the only ones 
that have engaged the enemy.

PREPARING TO INVADE CAPE 
COLONY.

Late dispatches show that the forces 
of the Orange Free State are prepar­
ing to invade Cape Colony. These 
forces are not overwhelming, but to the 
Dutch in the neighborhood of Coles­
burg and Burghersdorp are exception­
ally pro-Boer, and their support is evi­
dently expected. The objective of this 
force of Boers will probably be Naauw- 
port, one of the most important stra-

of campaign is & secret, which is not | ten from either Port Elizabeth or East 
London. The raiders at Colesburg,known even at the war office, and itCanada.

$ 2,179,000
4.838,000
1,682,000
3.217,0901
1,223,000

$13,139,000

however, are dangerously near the; 
railway leading from De Aar Junction 
to Port Elizabeth, which is a nearer 
base of supplies than Cape Town for a 
large army,

CUT OFF.
Mafeking, Kimberley and Ladysmith 

are now cut off from Gen. Buller’s 
headquarters, and dependent upon na­
tive runners or pigeon post for carry­
ing messages to the outer world. The 
latest tidings from Mafeking and Kim­
berley were meager but reassuring. 
The best military experts agree that 

: Gen. White cannot have less than 12,- 
000 or 13,000 men available for the de­
fense of Ladysmith.

THE BOER JINGOES.
Conyngham Greene, who was the 

British agent at Pretoria, arrived in| 
England Friday from the Cape. He :

certainly has not been confided to any 
war correspondent. He received full 
advice and suggestions from Lord 
Wolseley and Sir Evelyn Wood before 
leaving London, but retained absolute 
liberty of action. The military ex­
perts here can only surmise respecting 
his probable course and tactics.
RESULTS OF PROVINCIAL CON­

TROL.
It is now well known that the Natal 

officials were largely responsible, 
not only for the separation of 
the field force into two camps forty 
miles apart, but also for the selection 
of Ladysmith as a post which must be 
defended at all hazards, and it is al­
leged that they made strenuous efforts 
to have Laing’s Nek defended. Natur­
ally they were anxious to have Upper 
Natal defended, and their counsels pre­
vailed except in the single detail of 
the occupation of Laing's Nek. The 
retreat from Glencoe and the defense, 
under the worst possible conditions of
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. 2.388.000
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And this is but the beginning. Had 

the counsels of the opponents of the 
present Government been followed, 
there would have been no preferential 
tariff until such time as the Mother 
Country agreed to discriminate in fa- tegic railroad points in South Africa, 

and which will probably be, it is said, Newvor of the Dominion—a policy which
the first advance depot of the second 
division of the army corps. Naauw- 
poort is understood to be Well garri­
soned, and able to take care of itself.
,Trains thence to Colesburg have been 

almost suspended.
SKIRMISHING WITH BOERS.

A Fort Tuli dispatch, dated Oct. 26, 
says shots were exchanged between

neither of the two great political par­
ties seems inclined to adopt. Already 
we are reaping the benefits of the new 
departure, but we may expect a much 
greater demand for our products in the 
near future. The Finance Minister 
was equally effective in his reply to 
the criticism of the expenditures of the 
Government. The simple fact, which 
critics of the Administration ought at 
all times be made to face, is that last 
year the Administration received $5,- 
000,009 more in revenue than they ex-

Overcoatsdes Dames Française, in the Rue 
Mical, arid the Dutch committee at No. 
21 Rue de Artois, whose efforts are 
confined to legitimate aid to thesaid his personal relations with Presi-

Doverwounded and the accumulation of 
dent Kruger were entirely satisfactory : funds for the widows and orphans, 
to the last moment of his stay in theCol. Plumer’s column and the Boers Subscriptions for these in two days.. en. T: Ladysmith, where the town is com-

at Pontdrift. The British had one man manded by several concentric circles Transvaal, but his manner implied : amounted to more than 100,000 francs, 
that as much could not be said with ! 00000 . ... . **Besides these are belligerent societies 

of the Junesse de Français de Trans- 
vaal, with headquarters at the cafe 
Procope, and other French societies. 

! Recruiting offices under Col. Monteil 
have been clandestinely opened, and a 
French legion for the Transvaal is in 
process of formation. Uniforms and 
equipments are to be supplied gratui­
tously by Parisian clothing establish-

a multitude of shabby 
suits. Many clothes are good 
enough to work in, but not quite 
spruce enough for street wear.

Overcoats such as we are sell­
ing for $8, $10, $12 will add a 
look of style and elegance beyond 
criticism. It’s a coat that will 
please both the eye and the 
pocketbook. It is made nicely- 

isilk seams and button-holes-all 
the little places that might be 
slighted are not.

We are very proud of these 
coats.

wounded. The enemy's loss was un- of outlying hills, are the results of 
provincial control over military plans.

reference to State Secretary Reitz and 
State Attorney Smutz.

A prominent Uitlander, fresh from 
Johannesburg, who traveled by the 
same ship, remarked that President 
Kruger had seemed honestly dis­
tressed and dismayed over the pros­
pect of war, and that he was coupled 
with Hoffmeyer; but that Reitz and 
Smuts, co-operating with President 
Steyn and certain Dutch-Afrikander 
leaders in Cape Colony, had been main­
ly responsible for the catastrophe 
Which has overwhelmed South Africa.

ATTITUDE OF THE POWERS.
Sir Charles Dilke contributes to the 

Review of the Week, his views on the 
possibility of an European coalition 
against. Great Britain as follows: 
There is no doubt that we are more 
generally disliked than at any time be­
fore. The United States is more

known. A British patrol captured five 
Boers. It was then believed the bulk 
of the Boer army had retired from 
Fort Tuli, going south and leaving an

WHAT EXPERTS SAY.
Skilled experts do not hesitate to say 

that Glencoe should never have been
pended—so great has been the material 
prosperity of the country. In 1895, a 
fair test year for the late Ministry, 
seeing they were then preparing to go 
to the country for approval of their 
acts, the Conservative leaders ex­
pended $4,000.000 more than they re-

outpost. Two gunners were lost in the
bush, and it is feared they died of | occupied, and Ladysmith should only 
thirst. Col. Plumer was still sending 
reconnoitering parties up and down the i have been held temporarily and with-

concentration there of the sup-river, and there was little doubt the out
ments.

Dr. Leyds, the European agent of the 
Transvaal Government, now in Paris, 
authorizes the announcement that in 
the event of the Boers being victorious, 
they will immediately order the dis- 
armament of all their troops. The pres­
ent taxes on mines, which are imposed 
for the purpose of providing funds for 
the defense of the republic, will be 
abolished. President Kruger has al­
ready assured the powers on this ac­
count.

Ienemy had retired. Spreckley’s patrol 
exchanged a few shots with the ene-| 
my on Oct. 29. Capts. White and Glynn| 

, with 39 men reconnoitered a kopje at! 
the country, to Pontdrift. Capt. Glynn approached it 1 

on one side, and Capt. White on the the reinforcement of their force. Gen.
Iother. The enemy’s loss was unknown. Buller is not likely .to pay any atten- 
The Boers’ rifie fire wounded four of tion to suggestions or appeals of the 
the British. The natives say two Boers provincial authorities. He will deal 

I were killed in the skirmish of Oct. 23

piles and military stores, the garrison 
returning behind Tugela, destroying 
bridges and drawing the Boers furtherceived. The criticism as to the amount from their base and conducting a 
dilatory and defensive conflict untilof money.voted to run

improve its canals, to aid in construct- 
ing lines for the opening up of the 
country, and to extend the Government 
tine of railway to the commercial cap­
ital of the country, were easily and 
matisfactorily met by the Finance Min­
ister. He was able to show that they 
were in the public interest, every one 
of them, that they were undertaken

with the situation on purely militaryat Fort Tuli.
LIEUTENANT MADE COMMANDER.

lines. He is not a diplomatist, but a 
self-reliant, obstinate military martinet

Gunnery Lieut. Egerton, of the Brit- of great force of character. He 
ish cruiser Powerful, who was wound- WILL MAKE HIS OWN PLANS, 
ed by the explosion of a shell at the and will not be dissuaded from carry-

THE DUTCH.
The enthusiasm at The Hague over 

the reported successes of the Boers is
friendly than at any previous time, but 
our unpopularity in France, Germany, 
Russia, Spain and Holland taken to-extreme. The news, hour by hour, is gether, was never so great Austro-, extreme, ane lie , J
Hungarian opinion is, on the whole, I eagerly watched for, and the speeches

without adding to the burdens of the i bombardment of Ladysmith, has been ing them out by talk about disaffected
9promoted to the rank of commander districts or special pleas for the defense 

for services in the field. His legs have of every menaced frontier or exposed 
town. Experts Who are carefully study-

people, and that the Opposition, ever 
alert for something to kick about, only 
opposed by their vote the expenditure 
of some $30,000 out of the total sum 
voted.

The visiting Ministers have had a 
most cordial reception, and their can­
did, straightforward discussion of pub­
lic affairs has proved highly instruc­
tive and beneficial to the public.

against eur cause in the present war, , of deputies in the states general are 
and the Italian public is less friendly constantly interrupted as rumors or 
since 1883. The elements of coalition dispatches come in. All the Dutch 
against us seem at first sight to exist I newspaper offices are flying the Trans- 
almost as plainly as they did when the ■ vaal flag.
coalition against us was formed, which 
brought us into the greatest straits at

been amputated as a result of his i 
wounds. The officer is a nephew of;

ing the military problem expect him to 
least ten thousand men to

the Duke of Devonshire. 
A LONG WAIT ,send ot

T T Durban as soon as the earliest batta-
London, Nov. 6.Days, perhaps lions, of the army corps arrive at the

weeks, may pass before word comes cape. Probably Lord Methuen’s divi-
IN GERMANY.

The news of the British reverses andthe time of the American revolution- 
ary. war. The government’s prepara­
tion for a fleet is evidently justified, 
and the concentration of the Italian 
fleet has not necessarily followed. I 
am, however, convinced that there is 
no serious risk of a coalition against 
us on this occasion, and not much pro­
bability of serious attempts to raise 
questions disagreeable to us at a mo-

from the isolated British force in the sion will be detached for this purpose, 
and possibly will not land in Cape 
Town. In this way it is expected to

losses in South Africa has been re­
ceived in Germany with less demon­
strations of joy than might have been 
expected from previous expressions. 
The mistakes and short-comings of the 
British preparations are pointed out 
with much vigor by the press strate­
gists and military writers, but the

neck of Natal, and the long wait will
a death-bed watch.strain as does have 10,000 fresh troops in Natal by

Whatever may be the justness of the
criticisms passed on Gen. White, it is | Pietermaritzburg and to push on to 
palpable that he no longer possesses - -• - ------ ••
the confidence of the public. He may 
be fully able to withstand the attacks 
of the superior Boer force, and may be

in readiness to protectNov. 15, and 154 Dundas St., London.
Alf. Taylor, Manager.

Mr Menier. of Anticosti, has won 
his ejectment suit against the Fox Bay 
= ers but he offers to pay the costs 

give each of the settlers an in-

the relief of White.
RELIEF OF KIMBERLEY.

The bulk of Buller’s force, when as-

/
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